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Happening While We Sleep

One of Jesus’ parables teaches that the King-
dom of God progresses even while we sleep and at
times when unnoticed. That is true of our church as
well. It is positively liberating to understand tha
God’s power is so great as to be able to work even
without us or our awareness.

In Mark 4, Jesus tells us that a farmer went out
to sow seed, and then he went on about life. Why
did he sow seed? Because he trusts that it will
grow. Whether he sees all the growth or not is not
so terribly crucial: the plants grow. By faith, we
believe the same thing. God’s Kingdom does march
forward even if one doesn'’t see it. In fact, aceord
ing to Jesus (Mt. 16), nothing can stop it from mov
ing forward.

Every member may not see every hint of
growth, but while most are working at your normal
jobs during this week:

Marc Harrington continues to do a superb
job with our children and has just com-
pleted a very fine—one of the largest ever—
Vacation Bible School with many visitors.
Be sure to welcome visitors at our worship
services.

Joel Smit and other youth workers recently
took 43 senior high schoolers to the annual
Reformed Youth Movement conference at
Laguna Beach, Florida one week.

Judy Dodd keeps rehearsing all ages of
choirs and is helping us grow in our ap-

preciation of excellent, sacred music, week
by week.

Michael Brock is organizing outreach, vi-

siting hospitals, teaching bible studies,

preaching excellent sermons, and helping
me in countless ways.

Jennifer Nichols always makes your cove-
nant children and visitors feel welcome and
cared for.

Sherry Cowan provides key administration
and assistance to all our staff and many
members.

Many prayers are going up; many lives are
being enriched; families are growing; our

worship attendance is very strong for the
summer months, and parents are discipling
the next generation.

Your church is also serving through its representa-
tives in General Assembly and Presbytery commit-
tees. Our building transition is now complete, and
we rejoice in that. And we are called to be con-
cerned with the work of the kingdom. That primari-
ly means that we plant the seeds, believe in God’s
power to make them grow, and go on with our
lives.

Before long we’ll be in full swing for a busy
fall. Enjoy the waning weeks of summer, and let us
press forward. What a joy and blessing to serve
God in these days. | believe we’ll have our best au
tumn ever; it sure has been a good summer. Thanks
to all who have prayed, given, and worked to make
it so.



From the Pastor cont. / Assistant Pastor

Honoring Emeritus Pastor Todd Allen at

his 88" birthday: August 16"

Happy Birthday, Todd Allen!

Sunday evening, August™eviidway will host
the Annual Northwest Georgia Presbytery worship
service in our sanctuary at 6:00 PM. We hope
you’ll make a special effort to express the unity o
the Body by attending that service.

At 7:00 PM there will be a reception in the Fel-
lowship Hall to honor our Pastor Emeritus, the
Rev. Todd Allen. Todd will be 85 years old in Au-
gust, and his birthday is truly an event to cele-
brate! Our special guests will be members of the
PCA Church in Villa Rica, where Todd and Judy
are serving, as well as other PCA churches in our
presbytery.

We invite you and your families to come to the
party on August 16th! We are asking Midway fami-
lies to bring cupcakes (18-24, please) and a birth-
day card for Todd. Please help by signing up in the
Sunday School classes, or contact Joyce Talley or
Ann Hall.

We are keeping the refreshments simple and the
night short and sweet so that families can come
and enjoy the evening, and still have little ones i
bed early.

Thanks for your help! Please bring cupcakes to
the church by 4:00 PM. As always, a nursery will
be provided for the service, but bring the kids to
the birthday party.

This will be a special opportunity to honor one
who has served the Lord so faithfully. Join ushim t
celebration.

Unique Ministry Opportunity

Midway has been offered a unique ministry opportunity!
Child Evangelism Fellowship, an international ministry
designed to reach children with the gospel, has been
given approval by the Cobb County School Board to
host Good News Clubs in the elementary schools of
Cobb County. This is a once-a-week, after school pro-
gram to teach children the Bible and introduce them to
the person of Jesus Christ. CEF has offered Still Ele-
mentary School to Midway to adopt and conduct the
club. The Midway Session is heartily endorsing this en-
deavor - all that is needed is volunteers. Volunteer
workers make a commitment of about two hours (2-4
pm) one afternoon a week from September through
April. Training and curriculum is provided by CEF.
Please see Pastor Brock
(michael.brock@midwaypca.orq) if you are interested in
being a part of this Outreach effort. He will be gathering
names and setting up a time for all interested people to
meet together to learn more details about this.

Fall Wednesday Night Adult Bible Studies

There will be three Bible Study options for adults this
fall as a part of our Wednesday Night programs. Joe
York will continue to teach a study which is followed by
prayer. Warren Jackson will lead a study and discus-
sion, similar to what he did in the spring. Pastor Brock
will be teaching a series of lessons on Raising Children.

Please make plans to join the fellowship of the saints on
Wednesday evenings, beginning Sept 2.

Presbytery-wide Worship Service

Midway will be hosting the Annual Northwest Georgia
Presbytery-wide worship service on August 16 at the
6:00 pm service. Plan to be here to welcome our
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Also, Pastor Emeritus Todd Allen will be honored as he
celebrates his 85th birthday and 50th year in ordained
ministry. A reception in his honor will follow the worship
service.



Youth / Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner

classes that they could choose to attend. In thernafon,
many of the students competed against other chsiicheol-
RYM Report 4 o rec
Pastor Joel Smit

leyball, 3-on-3 basketball, and recreation gamese ©f our
volleyball team made it all the way to the quafteals be-
fore being eliminated, and our Rec team camé'dplace out
Middle School of over 20 teams (the best showing for Midway tfars) At
On June 15, eighteen of our middle school students  night, we went to the Large Group where Rev. Jogeson
plus four chaperones headed down in two vans adehaul of Lookout Mtn., GA was the speaker for the weels tpic
trailer, for 5 days of the RYM Summer conferenchisTcon- was on the Glory of God, and the gap between Gbidjk
ference is held each year at the Laguna Beach t@imriRe- calling on our life and the condition that we cuttg find
treat Center in Laguna Beach, FL (just west of Rren&ity ourselves.
Beach, FL). The boys were in two separate motelesty One fun events of the week was our night out where
rooms, while the girls were in one large room vatiout 5 we ate at the Back Porch Restaurant in the Pigk Bhop-
other churches (can you imagine 40 middle schats gl in ping Center. We had the entire upstairs of theateant to
the same room — our female chaperones are henoeshé ourselves, with a great view of the Gulf!!!

accommodations were not plush, but very livable thoe The trip was a great success. We had a great bunch

week. _ of students that went, and a even better bunchaperones.
The structure of each day is pretty much the same. Other than a bit of sickness that broke out in ¢henp, it

In the morning we would have breakfast and thennmgr
devotion time with just our group. Usually we splip in
small groups for these devotions. Afterwards edtiulent

could not have been a better trip. We thank yoa abkurch
for helping our students attend this summer confegelt is
always a highlight and a spiritually beneficiaptri

would go off to the two classes (each class belmyut45
minutes long) that they chose to attend duringwtbek. The
classes ranged from topics such as “Heaven and,Hell
“How do | grow as a Christian.” These classes atgit by
Youth Pastors or RUF Pastors, and they are alwagpswell
done. In the afternoon we had to compete againsérot
churches in various pool or beach games. Our stsd#d
very well, coming in at "8 place. After recreation time, the
students had free time, enjoying the beach, thamoer the
various pools at the retreat center. In the evenirggheaded
off to the large group meeting for worship and teag. Rev.
Chris Treat was our pastor for the week, and headiéxcel-
lent job speaking on how Christ needs to be ouoHExpert,
Leader, and Idol. We concluded the night in smatlugs-
our students with one of the chaperones reemphagsthie
message of the night and talking about what thelylbéarned
that day.

In addition to the great teaching, a few of thghhi
lights of the week was heading to Shipwreck Watdemn
Wed. afternoon (and seeing our intern Sarah Wadttiigg
stuck on one of the water slides ). Also students made
an excellent sand castle on Thurs. afternoon toat tive best
RYM middle school sand castle of '09.

High School
On July & 42 of our high school students and 7

chaperones head off for the same retreat centéraguna
Beach for the High School RYM summer conferenceis Th
was the biggest group that Midway has ever takerammn
trip. Instead of many vans, we took a chartered touthe
conference. The bus was very enjoyable, since tiigee
group could be together, and the chaperones didhane to
drive. After a few movies on the bus and a stopldoch we
were in Florida. There we joined 1400 other highost stu-
dent and chaperones from other PCA churches arthuad
country.

MIDWAY PRES. SUMMER RYM '09
The structure of the week is almost identicalhe t RYM CHAPERONES
Middle School RYM; breakfast, morning devotionsgdahen

morning elective classes. The students had abodiffeent



Youth / Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner
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WIC / Report from the Diaconate

All women and young ladies are invited to the 2009-10 Women in the Church Kickoff Event on Tuesday, Au-
gust 25th at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Come learn what WIC will be doing this year and how you can
get involved! Our theme will be Treasures of Encouragement as we seek to build up the body of Christ by
encouraging and serving one another. Dessert and coffee will be served. Nursery/childcare will be provided
(by reservation only). Look for sign up sheets coming soon in Sunday School classes or on the WIC table (in
the main hall connecting the old and new buildings -- the one with the lamp).

Saturday morning, August 29
*PresWIC is Women in the Church on the Presbytevell

Grace Presbyterian Church
Cedartown, Georgia
Registration 9:30; Brunch 10:00

You are encouraged to clear your calendar, sigto @tend, and represent Midway at this an-
nual gathering of women from all across our Presfyyt We will carpool and enjoy the fel-
lowship of being with other Midway women as we go.

Once we arrive we will be challenged and encouragede enjoy brunch together and con-
nect with women from other PCA congregations inNloethwest Georgia Presbytery.




Music Ministry / Ahnouncements

This has been a great summer! We moved into
our new facility last January, and as of July',15m fi-
nally unpacked! Yea!!l And just in the nick of timiee-
cause in only a few weeks, we will resume our full
schedule. For the music ministry, this means therme
of children’s, youth and handbell choirs.

Choirs will be offered for all singers grades K-5
through 13' grade. We will have three choirs this year.
The Cherub Choirwill be for children K-5 through™
grade, and will be under the direction of SarateiEll
will be directingMidway Singersgrades 3-7, and Emi-
ly Marchman will directOne Accordgrades 8-12. Each
choir will be singing for worship services througio
the year, in addition to a Christmas Program amit th
Annual Spring Recital. Rehearsals will begin on
Wednesday, SeptembéelF 26:15-6:55 p.m. We ask that
you pre-register your children for choir during the
month of August, so that we will know how much mu-
sic to order. Registration forms are available e t
Choir Rehearsal Room, #304, located behind ther choi
loft. We look forward to working with your children
again this year!

Handbell choirs will resume rehearsals on
Thursday, September 10Beginning Bells will meet
6:15-7:00, under the direction of Phoebe Pritchitis
is open to % graders through Senior Saints! No expe-
rience required. Midway Ringers is for experiended
gers, rehearsing Thursdays 7:00-8:00. They wid for
several worship services throughout the year, dsase
the Christmas Program and the Annual Spring Recital
Again, we request that you pre-register for thesk b
choirs during the month of August. We are also iogk
for a director for Midway Ringers. If interestedease
give me a call.

Adult Choir is always ready to welcome new
singers. We have a fabulous group of volunteers who
rehearse Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:15, ordereto pr
pare music for Sunday worship services. These mnge
are faithful and committed to this ministry, anéyhdo
a wonderful job! We are, however, in need of addi
sopranos and basses. . . not that we would tury alwa
tos and tenors, mind you! Please prayerfully carsid
becoming a member of Midway’'s adult choir. Your ad-
dition to our number would be most welcome!

As always, if you have any questions about any
of these groups, feel free to give me a call at4Z®-
4974, ext. 1106.
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MCCS has openings in most grade levels. Call the
school office at 770-590-1866 or visit the website,
www.midwayschool.org.




Nursery Volunteers

Midway Nursery Ministry

AUGUST 2

9:35 Celise Bell, Jeannie Fair, Gail Griffin, Jonatha
Jackson, Mary Katherine Keel
10:50 Lori & Chris Cowley, Sarah & Anna Dudt, Kei-
ra Hall, Anna & Libby Hankal, Ann Kistner, John &
Brandy Marchant, Jocelyn Pharr, Tammy, Nick & Noah
Robertson
5:50 Barbara Kline, Paula Wilson

AUGUST 9

9:35 Nikki Allen, Alicia Bartlett, Susan Brookins, las
Brock, Kim Matthews

10:50 Shari & Allison Purdue, Bobbi & Michelle Mit-

chell, Becca Leslie, Maggie & Sarah Eller, Leilau@i

ley, Whitney Brookins, Bryant, Ragan, Charles, s

la, & Tabby Brock, Richard & Polly Vogh
5:50 Becky Lewis, Julie Bell, Michael & Katherine
Matthews

AUGUST 16

9:35 CIliff & Christie Cook, Ruth Dewhurst, Jeremy &
Theresa Fix,

10:50 Kendall Butler, Gabe Bostwick, Ken Dewhurst,
Anne & Emily Hart Herbert, Emma & Max Jeffries,
Terri & Melody Kayler, Jennifer, Jackson, & Sophia

Siewert
5:50 Becky & Jerry Blades, Kimberly Smith

AUGUST 23

9:35 Katie Edwards, Caron Hobson, Lance & Sonja
Cooper, Julie Dykstra
10:50 Kimberly Burton, Kate & Connor Worley, Paige
& Jeffrey Siewert, Lindsay Moss, Larry & Mary Judy,
Rachel & Sarah Howard, Asa & Aaron Rebecca & Mi-
chelle Cooper, Jeffrey Baxter, Charles & Kirt Moore
Christina Rodriguez
5:50 Dave & Sandra Westerfield

AUGUST 30

9:35 Kelly Stout, Sally & Christopher Braaksma, Shel-
ley Remington, Mary David
10:50 Madison Braaksma, Julie, Elizabeth & Sarah
Bell, Mary, Luke, Will & Mary Grace Burton, George,
Kim & Emily Jones, Sarah & Tracy Miller, Samantha
Clapp, John & Jennifer, Leslie & Taylor Nichols
5:50 Nancy, Phoebe & Calli Pritchettt

SEPT 6 LABOR DAY WKND

9:35 Celise Bell, Janice Furlong, Cheryl Marsh, Eliz

abeth Taylor, Karen & Dan Widner

10:50 Chris Cowley, Amy & Sam Griffith, Mallory,
Mattie & Sam Jr., Katy & Ryan Howell, Laura & Lexi
Keesee, Jen Nolan, Jean Ross, Allie & KatherinerPet

son, Grace & Greta Taylor

5:50 Laura, Austin and Tyler Joseph

SEPT 13

9:35 Catie & Carol DeMar, Dina Dropp, Melissa
Klein, Susan Brookins, Chris Spicer, Jennifer Raysl|
10:50 Jill & Lucy Barrett, Julie Bell, Whitney Broo-
kins, Heather & Anna Kate Cartwright, Leila Chumley
Morgan & Kimberly Kennedy, Amy & Derek Spicer,
Katie Wichterman, Christy, Julia, Maribeth Wichtenmn

5:50 Stefanie Smit, Claire & Courtney Pursley Becky
Lewis

SEPT 20

9:35 Tom & Anna Campbell, Gail Griffin, Mary Ka-
therine Keel, Bob Tango

10:50 Nathan, Zach & Drew Bohannon, Anna & Sa-
rah Dudt, Keira Hall, Anna & Libby Hankal, Emily
Keesee, John & Brandy Marchant, Tammy, Nick &

Noah Robertson, Richard & Polly Vogh, Chase Wallen

5:50 Barbara Bokhoven, Julie & Leah Knox

SEPT 27

9:35 Nikki Allen, Jeffrey Baxter, Lisa Brock, Doug &
Dena Clapp, Jeannie Fair, Kim Matthews

10:50 Bryant, Charles, Priscilla, Ragan & Tabby
Brock, Scott & Samantha Clapp, Maggie Eller, Bofbi
Michelle Mitchell, Christina Rodriguez, Shari & Al

son Purdue, Ann Kistner, Jocelyn Pharr

5:50 Barbara Kline, Michael & Katherine Matthews,
Paula Wilson



Special People/Special Announcements

Glp

AUGUST
13 Bill Hartsfield
25 Todd Allen

Our expectant families: Paige (Richardson) and Nate
Forrester, Liza and Matthew Hendrix, Krystal & Kylé
gar, Sarah Beth (Chumley) and Matthew Wilson, Janie
Matt Ross, Vann & Kelley Humphrey, Elizabeth (Wolf)
Justin Hecht, Mercy & Emmanuel Chebe, Stefanie & Jo
Smit, Laura (Bursi) and Matt Cobb, Catie and JabDes
Mar, Amber & David Stout, Shelley & Evanda Remingto
Emily (Jordan) & David Vreken, Betsy (Dewhurst) &dy
Bosak, Anna & Tom Campbell, Allison (Walker) & Jena
than Ferro

Reformed
University
FEellowship
Any college students who are interested in the
Reformed University Fellowship at KSU or South-
ern Poly, please contact Chris Bowen at
cbowen@ruf.orgr 678-982-3212

LYDIA'S CIRCLE invites all women to join us on the
first and third weeks of each month to study God's word,
on Tuesday Morning 10-12 in the church conference
room. There will be Children's activities and nursery dur-
ing this time. We will no longer meet Thursday Evenings
at the home of Kathy Jackson over the summer.
study guide on the WIC table. If you have any questions
call Mary Katherine Keel 678-797-6289.
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Pick up a
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The RSS feed address is:
http://www.midwaypca.org/podcast.php

You can subscribe to this feed in iTunes or brothse
iTunes podcast directory to get all of the audiesi

Dear Friends at Midway,

Please accept my deepest thanks for the wondexful r
tirement dinner June™7 | was truly humbled just think-
ing of all the work and planning that went into sue
memorable evening. May | reiterate that my serve
the church was not unique, but that through thesyea
many have served at Midway freely and faithfully; e
pecting no reward or recognition. May God blessrthe
for their ministries in His Name and to His glory.

I will treasure the beautiful watercolor image b this-
toric Midway sanctuary painted by Bernard Nolan. It



occupies an honored spot in our home and means so Ann Tippins

very much to me.

In loving gratitude,

Missions

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES
Stanley and Donna Armes - MTW, South Africa
Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan
David and Stacy Bergmark MTW National Associatexe&en
Roy and Kristy — Restricted, Asia
Benji & Ester Campbell
David and Sue Cunningham - MTW, Australia
Rob and Angie Edwards - RUF, University of Georgia
Alan and Chinglien Fiol - MTW , Taiwan
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire — MTW, Slovakia
Tim and Lois Hunter - WBT Nigeria
Gary and Linda Johnson — MTW, Sweden
Scott and Tracy Ketrow - CCC, Italy
Dale and Nancy Knudson - MTW, Cambodia
Albert & Jennifer Kona — MTA, Albania
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia
Steve and Ann Lutz — SIM
Tim and Nicole - Restricted, Europe
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine
Demetrios Marmaras - PEF, Greece
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Ecuador
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya
Harry and Julie Miller - PEF, Atlanta/Bulgaria
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan
Young and Soon Park - MTW, South Korea
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America
John and Liz - Restricted, West Africa
Jan — Restricted, Europe
Linda Summer - PEF, The Agape Puppets
Jim and Catalina Tate - MTW, Ecuador
Johan and Stephanie Van Der Westhuizen, MTW
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan
Steve and Kathy Womack — WBT, Waxhaw / Africa
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries

Mission Organizations supported by Midway

ABU -- African Bible University
CCC -- Campus Crusade for Christ
CRM-- Church Resource Ministries

MTW -- Mission To the World

MIA - Missions to Albania

NAV -  The Navigators

PEF - Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship
Restricted — due to sensitive ministry

RUF - Reformed University Fellowship

SIM - Serving in Mission

WBT -- Woycliffe Bible Translators

There is more to growing a garden than just plansome
seeds and there is more to spreading the gospelhidnaing
John 3:16 on your bumper sticker. Paul writes i@dfrin-
thians 3:6-7;1 planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God
made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he whtes is
anything, but only God, who makes things gro®dd does
call us to be His fellow workers.

Some of our missionaries are tilling culturally kad soil,
others are planting gospel seeds through evangelsme
are watering emerging seedlings of faith with peaddis-

cipling, and still more are weeding out worldlylignces in
newly planted churches.

This summer has been filled with fun missionaryamters.
First was at the Atlanta Zoo. Jerry and | had gastd the
Midway children’s outing and ran intS8tacy Bergmark in

the new budgie exhibit. (David was still in Swed8tacy and
the children were spending some time in Atlantahwhier
Mom.) Providentially, Marc Harrington was also theHe
knows the Bergmarks and has a special connectiSwtxlen
through Kate. | love it when God does these kinfdbiogs.

The next missionary visit was wittinda Summer. After an

enjoyable river cruise in Rome we drove over to Bigmville

to deliver a box full of toy cars, yoyos, and BeaBabies for
The Agape Puppet ministry. It was wonderful to tewla

rested from her recent trip to Peru and energinedhie next
trip to Baltimore. The walls of her home are litgrazovered

with her paintings, quotations, scriptures and meoeefrom

years of traveling overseas. Linda and some opbppeteers
will be with us again this fall for our Missions Gference.

Next was hosting th&iol family overnight before they re-
ported during the Sunday school hour on their riypisit
Christ's College in Taiwan. Having the opportunttyknow
our missionaries on a personal level is such aslrigs!f you
would like to host a missionary family during theay or for
the fall conference please let me know. We try tnothog’
the missionaries.

| would encourage your family to pick a missionarytwo
from the missionary directory to pray for regularfyheir cur-
rent letters are posted by the missions displayu Wil be
blessed as you get to know them on a personal. level

Recent letters fronPeter Bakelaar in Japan were full of
news about their Nisshin Christ Church mission tdpthe
Philippines. It is so exciting when newly planteducches
understand the importance of the Great Commissinrer
the years they have developed a close partnerstfiphe Fi-
lipino pastors. Together they ministered to strefeitdren,
prisoners, and painted walls in an orphanage.

By the time this newsletter comes dugtura Klein will be
home from her 10 weeks in Slovakia. We look forwsnd
having her share a short report August 30. Pregctiiat
evening will beBerti Kona. It will be great to hear first hand
from him on the church planting in Albania. Seveyars of
communism has left Eastern Europe in great ne¢deofos-
pel.

Do be in prayer for your missions committee, aswilé be
working on the 2010 budget at our August meetirtte Sup-
port needs for our missionaries is great and wel rgeelly
wisdom for decision-making.

August 16,Jan will be reporting to the Harvester Sunday
school class on her work developing curriculum aadrses
for the maturing Christians in North Africa.

Annual Missions Conference — November 6 - 8, 2009
Weekly prayer time for missions, Sundays at 5:1tha Be-
rean SS room.



o o o Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee
Your words of welcome to our visiting missionaras like a

glass of cold water to a hot tired gardener.

Midway Presbyterian Church
4635 Dallas Hwy
Powder Springs, GA 30127
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