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FROM OUR PASTOR

Rev. David Hall

When a Church Sets its Mind to Being

Constructive

What a joy this first month of 2010 has been at
Midway. We began the year, learning that all our 2009
expenses were paid in full and that the congregation
here supports the ministry in an incredible way! Not on-
ly did our church break even financially, but in one of
the most difficult years in some time you restored and
enhanced the reserve funds we have. At our joint Ses-
sion and Diaconate meeting in January, your officers
joined together to give God praise for this mighty out-
pouring.

That, along with many other signs, leads me to offer
a Jeff Foxworthy type comparison below. Instead of
“You might be a Redneck if” . . .

When a Church sets its mind to being Constructive ...

e [t raises $7.2 million to pay for an incredi-
ble $11.9 million dollar expansion that will serve
our ministries for years.

e Then it starts looking to how to use all its
resources, and when it does, it raises over $12,000
for our missionaries to Haiti in 2 weeks (see be-
low!).

e More and more people start attending the
excellent bible study on 1 Corinthians on Wednes-
day nights.

¢  Worship attendance and praise for the Lord
grows; new visitor families are enfolded and be-
come servants of the Lord with us. We are especial-
ly encouraged by the growth and interest in Philip-
pians at our evening worship. Do join us.

e Special Conferences and opportunities for
growth are planned. Please mark on your calendars
now the dates of April 16-18 for our Spring
Enrichment Series with Dr. Steven Lawson, as

we try to bring a good bit of a Ligonier national
conference to you at home for free.

e Ministers like Pastors Brock, Harrington,
and Smit, along with Ruling Elders Bursi, Jackson,
Richardson, Barnett, Talley, and Pritchett are key
leaders in our presbytery and on its committees.

e Sunday school classes grow in their love
for God’s Word and lively teaching.

e Youth and Children plans for spring and
summer are going better than ever.

e Our Missions Committee gives strategic
and unexpected gifts to help in Germany, Haiti, and
will send some of our own to Albania this year!

e Prayer is more important than ever!

These are but some of the things that occur When a
Church Sets its Mind to Being Constructive.

Won’t you be a part? And won’t you regularly in-
vite your friends and look for ways to brings others to
our Worship?

Please keep praying, tithing, fellowshipping, and
reaching out as we joyfully pursue all the ministry op-
portunities our Lord gives us together. God bless and be
encouraged by the report from David Westall below.

s sk sie s s sk she sk sk e sfe s sfe skeosie sk s s she sl sk s s skeoskeske ke sheskeoske sk sk skesk

“With the $12,000 Midway and MCCS raised
for our Haiti Mission [Note: our school children
raised almost $700 in change to contribute to
Haiti. Isn’t that wonderful!], Reformation Hope
International is drilling a deep water well not
only to provide water to our people during this
crisis, but for a very long time. Hopefully the
company will be able to start in the coming
days.



Pastor cont.

Jean Paul and his ministry had the foresight to
see that while most of the people in Haiti are
struggling to find water, our church plant would
be better served to drill for our own water and
provide for themselves. Talk about thinking
outside the box when time are tough.

With God’s providence, Midway and MCCS
provided the funds for this to happen. This is a
true blessing for our people down there. Please
let everyone know that Jean Paul sends his
thanks and love and looks forward to seeing
everyone again.

On another note, a small number of us will be
traveling to Haiti next week to bring medical
supplies to our people. Again so much of the
items we are bringing down have come from
Midway. Thanks to all of our members and the
students of the school. What an out pouring of
support.

Westall
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry™
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Cutting Floor: From a recent sermon on Acts 15, T
had to omit these salient comments below on that chap-
ter. These help us.

John Calvin: “The name of peace is indeed plausible
and sweet, but cursed is that peace which is purchased
with so great loss, that we suffer the doctrine of Christ
to perish, by which alone we grow together into godly
and holy unity.”

J. C. Ryle, a 19th century Anglican bishop, wrote,
“Controversy and religious strife, no doubt, are odious
things; but there are times when they are a positive ne-
cessity. Unity and peace are very delightful; but they
are bought too dear if they are bought at the expense of
truth.... It is a pity, no doubt, that there should be so
much controversy; but it is also a pity that human nature
should be so bad as it is, and that the devil should be
loose in the world. It was a pity that Arius taught error
about Christ’s person: but it would have been a greater
pity if Athanasius had not opposed him. It was a pity
that Tetzel went about preaching up the Pope’s indul-
gences: it would have been a far greater pity if Luther
had not withstood him. Controversy, in fact, is one of
the conditions under which truth in every age has to be
defended and maintained, and it is nonsense to ignore
it.” The Jerusalem Council teaches us that unity is

wrong when it compromises the doctrine of salvation by
grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.”

This is too good not to share:
TERRORIST CELLS in CHURCHES

Latest news reports are that five terrorist cell groups
have been operating in many of our churches. They
have been identified as: Bin Sleepin, Bin Arguin, Bin
Fightin, Bin Complainin, and Bin Missin.

Their leader, Lucifer Bin Workin, trained these groups
to destroy the Body of Christ. The plan is to come into
the church disguised as Christians and to work within
the church to discourage, disrupt, and destroy.

However, there have been reports of a sixth group. A ti-
ny cell known by the name Bin Prayin is actually the
only effective counter-terrorism force in the church.
Unlike other terrorist cells, the Bin Prayin team does
not blend in with whoever and whatever comes along.

Bin Prayin does whatever is needed to uplift and en-
courage the Body of Christ. We have noticed that the
Bin Prayin cell group has different characteristics than
the others. They have Bin Watchin, Bin Waitin, Bin
Fastin, and Bin Longin for their Master, Jesus Christ to
return.

NO CHURCH IS EXEMPT!

(However, you can spot them if you bin lookin and bin
goin.)



Restricted — due to

part of that work and Midway began to send special funds to
them to support their church planting efforts. Today, the
Quartermans are part of a thriving congregation in Odessa
and Clay is the President of a seminary in Kiev. In part, be-
cause you “took action,” there are now Presbyterian churches
planted throughout the Ukraine.

This summer one of our Midway families is taking action in a
more direct way. Scott and Laura Keesee will be spending
their summer in Albania working with our missionaries Berti
and Jenny Kona. Berti and Jenny live in Durres, and are
planting a church there. Scott Keesee will be helping with
elder training and teaching Sunday School, while Laura will
be helping to lead a ladies Bible study and ministering to the
women in the church. Both will be involved in evangelism in
the community and helping with summer missions teams who
come to work there. Midway is planning to send a short term
team to work with Scott and Laura. The dates for this trip
have not yet been set.

Jean Paul Update

As you have heard, our Haitian missionary Jean Paul, and the
orphans the ministry cares for were protected in the recent
earthquake. If you’d like to read the incredible story of how a
delayed supper spared the children, go to the ministry web
site http://www.reformationhope.org/ and click on the Janu-
ary 15™ newspaper articles. You will also be amazed at Jean
Paul’s commitment to get restarted with the rebuilding
process. The Church and School buildings were completely
destroyed in the quake and over 200 people in the congrega-
tion lost their lives. Yet even in the midst of this destruction
Jean Paul reports that many are turning to Christ, including
23 voodoo priests. Because you took action and gave during
the year the Missions Committee was able to send a $2600
gift to Reformation Hope to help with relief efforts. Please be
in prayer for Jean Paul, the orphans, and their entire team as
they begin to move forward after this tragedy.

Jim Wolff for The Missions Committee

PRAYER INVITATION

The apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome, I urge you,
brothers, ... to join me in my struggle by praying to God for
me.”

Like Paul, our Midway missionaries covet your prayers. Join
us for a weekly prayer time every Sunday afternoon be-
ginning

at 5:15 in the Berean classroom. We read through

the missionary letters and then spend time in intercessory
prayer.



difficult time.

Lovingly,
Dot Haddox
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