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FROM OUR PASTOR

Rev. David Hall
Memorable 2009; a Great Year Ahead

Dear Friends,

On behalf of Ann, myself, and our whole family, I
want to reiterate my thanks for you and for the privilege of
serving the Lord with you here. By the time you receive this
newsletter, it will be almost 7 years since you called us. This
year has, even with its challenges, been a wonderful and me-
morable year. I’ve asked several staff members to record a
few brief sentences on what they’ll remember to encourage
you, following mine below.

Memorable for the Halls:

(1) A beautiful, new sanctuary, filled with praises at various
times in the year, including (a) the excellent Dedication
weekend (with Terry Johnson preaching and the Atlanta Boy
Choir”; (b) A Joint Northwest Georgia Presbytery meeting in
August, featuring many psalms and excellent preaching by Jon
Payne; (c) An October conference on worship, led by Dr. Paul
Jones and open to the region; (d) very blessed and worshipful
music by our Choir at Easter and Christmas; (e) the first
Wedding of Brett and Katie Edwards in April, and even the
Memorial Service for the passing of our friends John Ross in
August and the infant Dabney Ross in September. What a
blessing to have such capacity and beauty, with many years to

come. And the sanctuary could not have been more beautiful at
Advent!

(2) This church pulling together when needed to care for those
in its midst and to support missionaries and our budget in a
tough year. As a congregation, you’ve faced many tough
economic periods, few harder than this one. I don’t know all
the numbers, but I know this church will provide what we need
to minister as we should. Surviving the last two years with no
major program cuts, no staff layoffs, no absence of funding for
our benevolences is a real testimony to God’s ways and your
faithfulness. At the same time, you have reached out to new
families, to those in need, our deacons have compassionately
supported numerous families during this downturn, and we
thank the Lord for you.

(3) Baptisms in November-December. It is great to see young
families joining with us and bringing an international flair. In a
6-week period, we had a household baptism, baptism of a
precious Vietnamese girl, a Cameroon boy, and a child of
parents who grew up here and in Canada. God is good. He is
adding to his church.

(4) A staff that works together in unity and for the same ends.
What a blessing to serve with all the ministers called here. In
something that is very rare, you have a staff that works
together because we genuinely share the same faith and its
outworking. It is very good news for you as a church to see and
know of the unity of purpose and friendship that exists among
us. Thank the Lord with me for Pastors Brock, Harrington, and
Smit.

(5) Finally, on a personal note, Calvin500 (the 500"
anniversary of John Calvin’s birth in July) in Geneva was a
lifetime opportunity to see Reformed Christians unite, worship
together, and receive stirring expository messages. It was joy
for us to be a part of this. And then as soon as we returned, we
received the fantastic news that my son will be marrying the
wonderful Ms. Amanda Bartlett next summer. He was and is
like a Bridgegroom coming forth from his chamber (Ps. 19:5).
Just recently, our sweet nurse Devon has moved back,
accepting a job as Northside Hospital in the surgical recovery
unit. And Megan Hall is loving her pharmacy job, church, and
life in Columbia, SC. Our family is very blessed, and it will be
tough to have a better year. Thank you for all your prayers and
support.

Memorable from Marc Harrington: Vacation Bible School
was one of the most memorable events of the year for me and
for many in the children’s ministry. Two things stick out in
my mind. First, our volunteers did an exceptional job in all
areas. As you might imagine, 150 kids can be quite a large
number to keep up with, much less to encourage and exhort
in the ways of God. Our adult and student helpers showed up
every morning, organized and ran all areas of the programs
and never stopped encouraging the kids. Not only were our
volunteers essential to the success of VBS, but our records



year | have thanked the Lord for allowing me to serve and use
my gifts here. From working with wonderful youth that are
growing in their desire to learn and are maturing into godly
young adults; to having supportive parents that willingly help
out with any and everything; to superb youth volunteers that
give of themselves week after week; to a very supportive and
encouraging congregation. I could not be more thankful to the
Lord for his abundant provision. This church has been a tre-
mendous blessing to my family as well. We were over-
whelmed with all the gifts, cards, meals, and support that
were given to us with the birth of our daughter Evelyn. Thank
you so very much! Having completed our first full year here,
we feel very much at home and blessing to be a part Christ’s
body of believers here at Midway.

Memorable Moments: Judy Dodd

Memories from this past year are both good and many! We
began 2009 in the 1987 Sanctuary, and for the music minis-
try, in the old choir room, which is now the MCCS music
room. The room was filled with boxes and boxes of choral
music, which had been carefully indexed, ready to be placed
in our new music storage cabinets. Then came the long-
awaited moving day! That January Wednesday was spent
waiting for the final green light from the fire marshall, which
came at 4:00 in the afternoon. When the news came, volun-
teers sprang into action, moving boxes, choir chairs, office
furniture, and hymn books. By 7:00 that evening, we were
holding our first choir rehearsal in our new choir suite!

The days and months that followed were filled with many
“firsts”. There was our Sanctuary Dedication weekend, which

began with a Children’s Choir Festival, featuring the Atlanta
Boy Choir and the children’s choirs from our church and our
school. Our first worship service was a glorious Sunday. The
first sermon was preached from the new pulpit. Our congre-
gation began choosing their favorite pews, and the choir sang
their first anthem from the rear gallery choir loft.

The next three months saw the installation of our new pipe
organ. During the time when we had no organ to help lead in
congregational singing, we were blessed with a wonderful
new piano, the finest piano I have ever had the opportunity to
play. The organ was first used on the Sunday two weeks be-
fore Easter. In June, we held an organ dedication service,

which included a magnificent recital by concert organist
Chelsea Chen.

Other “firsts” have naturally followed in sequence . . . the
first children’s choir recital, a first baptism, a first wedding, a
first funeral, and the first Lessons & Carols in our new sanct-
uary. Some things, however, have remained the same. The
transition to the new facility has been made easier by the tre-
mendous number of volunteers in this congregation. Many of
the same folks who spent years volunteering their time and
talents in the 1905 and 1987 facilities have continued their
generous and humble ways in our new facility. I give special
thanks to the choir members who have worked tirelessly to
adapt to their new surroundings so that they may continue to
serve our congregation in this calling. Tremendous thanks to
our deacons, those serving currently along with our “retired”
deacons, who gave untold hours this past year. But most of
all T thank our God, who never changes, who was and is and
will be. All of the activity in the life of Midway PCA in the
year 2009, a year of “firsts”, a year of change, is for naught
unless it is done for God’s glory, and His glory alone. May all
of our worship and service in 2010 be pleasing to Him!

We've a great year ahead of us. Come and see what
the Lord will Do in 2010. It is, as always, his church.
He is our Lord. And we have much good to anticipate.
Be a part and bring a friend.

“Family-to-Family”

This to inform you of a free educational opportunity on
Thursday nights beginning in mid-January just down the road
at Lost Mountain Baptist Church.

One of MPC's members, Bob Whitaker, will be co-teaching a
12 week “Family-to-Family” educational course sponsored
by NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) and devel-
oped specifically for the caregivers of people who suffer
from a diagnosed mental illness (for example: bi-polar, schi-
zophrenia, OCD, and depression). Caregivers can be parents
caring for kids, adult children caring for parents, siblings car-
ing for siblings, or one spouse for another. The illness of a
family member can provide an opportunity for family mem-
bers to minister Christ’s love to each another.

While this is a topic that may not directly impact you, per-
haps you know of someone who might benefit by such an op-
portunity to learn more about what their family has been
called to deal with. If this is the case, please pass this infor-
mation along to them for their consideration.

While the course if free, there is class size limit of 25, and
registration is required. Bob will be glad to discuss the course
with anyone who has an interest in it or questions about it.
His home phone is 770-421-1776.
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