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Spring Christian Life Conference with Joel Belz

We have an outstanding opportunity to hear one of the
finest Christian leaders in our day during the first weekend in
March. Mr. Joel Belz, who is the founder and publisher of
WORLD magazine will visit Midway Saturday and Sunday,
March 3 and 4. We'd love for you and your friends to join us
as spring (hopefully) begins.

In addition to the schedule below, Mr. Belz will discuss
the state of the PCA at an open session in our sanctuary at
3:00 PM on Saturday, March 3. He will give his impres-
sions, having served as a long-time ruling elder, Chairman of
the Covenant College Board, and Moderator of the PCA Gen-
eral Assembly. One of the things that | admire most about
Joel is his balance, maturity, and sanctified common sense.
Any who are interested in his insights about the progress of
our denomination may join with us for that initial session.

His four mgjor talks, however, will focus on developing a
Christian worldview. That is a practical topic that we all
need.

All the times are listed below, and childcare will be pro-
vided for each session. Also be sure to join us for our Satur-
day evening Covered-dish supper at 5:45 PM on Saturday
night. We will enjoy our conversations and visiting around
the tables.

Do afriend afavor, please, and invite someone who loves
WORLD or who is interested in worldview to hear our friend
and outstanding speaker.

Saturday March 3

4:30 PM Session 1: “The Folly of Formulas and the Impossi-

bility of a Christian Worldview”

5:45-7:00 Covered Dish Dinner @ church
For the congregational covered dish dinner held on
March 3, following the afternoon session of our
Soring Christian Worldview Conference, if your last
name begins with the letter A-H, please bring a
salad; I-P, a side dish; R-Z, a dessert. Everything
else will be provided.

7:00 PM Session 2: “Rocks in Your Head: The Stony Foun-
dation for Biblical Worldview”

Sunday March 4

AM worship: Session 3: “Who Were King David's Godless
Men?

PM worship: Session 4. “A Handy Pouch of Worldview
Tools: Palitics, Business, Art, Education, Etc.”

Please be in prayer for this weekend and don’t miss out on
this excellent opportunity.
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Behind the Scenes Progress

As we are putting together this newsletter, it has been
about as wintry as it gets in these parts. But along with signs
of spring are also small signs that bespeak alot of behind-the-
scenes work on our building program. Staff offices and boxes
of books are being packed to relocate to the portable trailers,
just below the cemetery. A Bell South crew will soon relocate
a large telephone switch box to the other side of Dallas
Highway. Recently, a small strip of property was deeded, as
required, for the deceleration lane on Dallas Highway. And
thisis one of the best stories that you'll never see: in a 4-hour
span the FAA at McCollum field approved our steeple draw-
ing as not conflicting with airspace restrictions—this could
have taken along time to rectify.

While the congregation may not see all the behind-the-
scenes work, your Building Committee has really carried out
the heavy-lifting to enable us to move ahead. Final permit-
ting, financial information that is needed for lenders to con-
sider our loan, and a contract with the builder are all in the
works. Do, please, keep praying for these decisions. | assure
you that a lot of work has been required before the ground-
breaking, and folks are working very prayerfully and dili-
gently. Do keep praying; and if any of you has a windfall,
please consider your church first.

In the parable of the growing seeds (Mark 4:26-29), Je-
sus taught that the kingdom grows even at night and when
folks do not seeit. That is a reminder and encouragement to
me of what the Lord is doing. Keep praying. God is at work
behind the scenes.




From the Pastor cont. / Youth / Diaconate

CUTTING FLOOR

In a sermon on Joseph, Pastor Steven Cole related this
gem, which is worth reading:

The 19th century British preacher, Charles Spurgeon,
was riding home after a heavy day’s work, feeling weary and
depressed, when suddenly the verse flashed into his mind,
“My grace is sufficient for you.” He said, “I should think it is,
Lord,” and he burst out laughing. It seemed to make unbelief
so absurd.

He said, “It was as if some little fish, being very thirsty,
was troubled about drinking the river dry, and the river said,
‘Drink away, little fish, my stream is sufficient for you.” Or,
it seemed like a little mouse in the granaries of Egypt after
seven years of plenty fearing it might die of famine, and Jo-
seph might say, ‘ Cheer up, little mouse, my granaries are suf-
ficient for you.” Or it was like a man up on amountain saying
to himself, ‘1 fear | shall exhaust al the oxygen in the atmos-
phere. But the earth might say, ‘Breathe away, O man, and
fill your lungs, my atmosphere is sufficient for you.”” You
can’'t exhaust the grace of God to meet your need in every
trial.

Rev. Greg Doty

As | have been reading through Judges recently, my
eye was caught by a number of those whom God called
to be “Judge” over Israel. When we think of the people
in Judges we often think of Samson, Gideon or Deb-
orah but we seldom remember Shamgar, Tola, or Jair.
While not famous, these men lead Israel for years keep-
ing the peoples eyes focused on God and following in
His ways. No one may write a long history of our lives
and we will probably never be famous, but we are
called to follow after God, and come along side of oth-
ers in their walk with Christ just as these Judges did
thousands of years ago.

March Calendar

March 4, 11, 25 — Discipleship groups

March 7, 14, 21, 28 — Youth Group

March 3 — Middle school Decaf House!

March 16-18 — Middle school Spring Retreat

March 23 — High school gathering

March 24 - High school service project

March 31- April 5 — High school spring break trip to Bay
St. Louis, MS.

REPORT FROM THE DIACONATE

Receipts for January 2007 $100,462
Short of budget $12,278
Building Fund to Date $3,911,778

Over and above Missionsgiving YTD  $1,310

Future Daughter Church Fund to Date  $10,680
(Since April 2003)

Future Daughter Church Planting
Receipts YTD 2007 $580

For the Diaconate
In His Service

Reggie Harris




Special People/Special Announcements

MARCH APRIL
10 Nell Hunter 5 Robbie Penrod
16 Bill Pickens 8 Carolyn Kemp
19 BarbaraHartsfield 14 Buck Kemp
25 Ann Jacobs 22 Gay Ottinger

SENIOR SAINTSLUNCHEON
All Senior Saints are invited to our annual
lunch on Thursday, March 15 at 11:30 in
the Fellowship Hall. Please plan to come to
this special event and enjoy food, fun and
fellowship!
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Kim Washington Havilah Kline
Lori Trottier Clare Richardson
Amy Blalack Robin Curtis

Linda Vawter Harris Amy Bartlett Bonner
Paige Richardson Forrester

Missy Crew Andrea Simmons
Camille Jackson Shelley Remington
Sara Beth Chumley Kelli Shipman

The congregation is invited to the
wedding o Middle Winfrey and
Ray Pritchet on Saturday, March
10h at 4:00 p.m at Covenant Pregy-
teian Church in Faydteville GA.
The reogtion will fdlov a The
Banque Hall of Alvaton. Pleesersvp
toMidhdleWinfrey at 678-656-5332
a Nangy Pritdhet at 7/0-421-1013
if you plantoattend.

To Midway,

Jerry and | want to thank all of you for the cards, calls,
visits and caring concern that you have shown during
Jerry’ s chemo and my auto accident.

We feel very blessed to be a part of such acongrega
tion. The outreach here at Midway is wonderful and we
see so clearly that God is at work here. Thank you
again and please continue your prayers, as Jerry has a
year of treatment.

Gayle and Jerry Hobbs

WIC FELLOWSHIP
All women in the church are invited to an eve-
ning of fellowship at Sharon Rhodes' home on
Thursday night, March 8, from 7-9 pm. Maps
are available on the WIC table.

Any men interested in playing men@softball this
spring please contact Allen Martin at
Almart10@aol.com or 678-290-5767. Games will
be on Saturdays beginning March 10 at McEachern
United Methodist Church.




Missions

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES
Stanley and Donna Armes - MTW, South Africa
Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan
David and Stacy Bergmark - MTW, Sweden
Ron and Gayle Clegg, World Harvest Mission- - Hungary
David and Sue Cunningham - MTW, Australia
Jack and Kim Cunningham - MTW, Thailand
Rob and Angie Edwards - RUF, University of Georgia
Alan and Chinglien Fiol - MTW , Taiwan
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire— MTW, Slovakia
Ester Hunter — WBT, Chad, Africa
Tim and Lois Hunter - WBT Orlando/Africa
Scott and Tracy Ketrow - CCC, Italy
Dale and Nancy Knudson - MTW, Philippines
Endi and Kati Kovacs, CRM, Hungary
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia
Steve and Ann Lutz - SIM, Niger, Africa
Tim and Nicole - MTW, Europe
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine
Demetrios Marmaras - PEF, Greece
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Ecuador
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya
Harry and Julie Miller - PEF, Atlanta/Bulgaria
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan
Y oung and Soon Park - MTW, South Korea
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABC, Uganda
Mike and Sheryl - MTW. Atlanta area
Gullermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico
Jonathan Sawtelle - CO, Samford University
Chuch and Wyema - MTW, Europe
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America
John and Liz - MTW, West Africa
Jan - MTW, Europe
Linda Summer PEF The Agape Puppets
Jim and Catalina Tate - MTW, Ecuador
Johan and Stephanie Van Der Westhuizen, MTW, Chile
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan
LindaWixon - MTW, Japan
Steve and Kathy Womack — WBT, Kenya
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries

Mission Organizations supported by Midway
ABC-- African Bible College
CCC-- Campus Crusade for Christ
CO--  Campus Outreach
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries
MTW -- Mission To the World
NAV -  The Navigators
PEF -  Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship
RUF-  Reformed University Fellowship
SIM - Servingin Mission
WBT -- Woycliffe Bible Translators

When | was a child our family vacations always were to the
mountains of North Carolina where my Dad’s relatives lived.
One of the favorite past times was listening to the family sto-
rytellers as we gathered together. Uncle Frank’s stories usu-
aly involved tall tales about his coon dogs or pranks played
on older brothers and sisters in their wonderfully large fam-
ily. Fortunately one of my cousins has written down many of
the stories and has since retired as a minister and travels as a
storyteller. It is important to remember your family stories to
pass them along to the next generation. Scrapbooking has
been popular and does record important events visually and
hopefully stimulate a story as you page through one with
friends or family.

Storytelling is still used by many cultures today. Before the
printing press the Bible itself was passed on by the oral tradi-
tion. Many of our missionaries use ‘storying’ as a means to
reach the people groups where they are living and working. A
story can convey a Biblical truth in a context that is easily
grasped by listeners. That is why Jesus used so many parables
in his teaching. Many times pastors today weave short stories
into their sermons to illustrate the point.

Our missionary letters often contain mini stories about the
people and cultures where they work. It is so interesting to
read about the cultural symbols they use to pave the way for
their understanding of the gospel. Just as He prepared our
hearts and minds in advance to receive this good news, He
continues to prepare those He has called all around the world.
Finding the redemptive link in their culture can be quite an
adventure. Pray for our missionaries to be guided to those
who are called.

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tid-
ings, who proclaim salvation who say to Zion,

“Your God reigns!’ ..... and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God..... for the LORD will go before you,
the God of Israel will be your rear guard.” Isaiah 52:7, 10,
12.

Upcoming Missions report times:
Sunday Evening April 29 — Rob Edwards
October 5—7, 2007 — Missions Conference

As you go (into all your world) look for those redemptive
analogies that would spark spiritual interest in a coworker,
friend or family member. It might be an Easter lily or even a
sportsfigure. They are all around if you just look.

Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee



Music Ministry
FromtheMuscDiredor

Last month, | shared with you some information regarding Martin Luther and his devotion to music in the church. A con-
temporary of Luther, Georg Rhau, published in 1538 “ Symphoniae iucundae”, a collection of 52 motets (anthems) for use by an ama-
teur choir, one motet for each Sunday of the year. Following is an article written by Luther as the foreward to Rhau' s collection:

“1, Doctor Martin Luther, wish al lovers of the unshackled art of music
grace and peace from God the Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ!

| truly desire that all Christians would love and regard as worthy the
lovely gift of music, which is a precious, worthy, and costly treasure given
to mankind by God.

Theriches of music are so excellent and so precious that words fail me
whenever | attempt to discuss and describe them. . . In summa, next to the Word of God, the noble art of music isthe
greatest treasure in the world. It controls our thoughts, minds, hearts, and spirits...

Our dear fathers and prophets did not desire without reason that music be
always used in the churches. Hence, we have so many songs and psalms.

This precious gift has been given to man alone that he might thereby
remind himself that God has created man for the express purpose of praising and extolling God.

However, when man’s natural musical ability is whetted and polished to
the extent that it becomes an art, then do we note with great surprise the
great and perfect wisdom of God in music, which is, after all, His product
and His gift; we marvel when we hear music in which one voice sings a
simple melody, while three, four, or five other voices play and trip lustily
around the voice that sings its simple melody and adorn this simple
melody wonderfully with artistic musical effects, thus reminding us of a
heavenly dance, where all meet in a spirit of friendliness, cares and
embrace.

A person who gives this some thought and yet does not regard music as a marvelous creation of God, must be a
clodhopper indeed and does not deserve to be called a human being; he should be permitted to hear nothing but the
braying of asses and the grunting of hogs.”

| believe | mentioned in last month’s article that L uther indeed had very strong beliefs concerning music. The above foreword
certainly affirmsthat statement! While | personally think hislast paragraph is a bit strong, the rest of the articleisfull of astute obser-
vations. Music is astrong and effective means of communication. Singing is an eternal activity. Excellent music combined with scrip-
ture can be most powerful. What better vehicle to usein our prayersto and praise of God!

In the service of Christ,
Judy



Midway Presbyterian Church

4635 Dallas Hwy
Powder Springs, GA 30127

ACTIVITIESAT A GLANCE:

SUNDAY
8:30 am. - Early Morning Worship (Nursery ages 0 — 3)
9:45 am. - Sunday School (Nursery ages 0-3)

11:00 am. - Morning Worship (Nursery for ages0—3)
4:30 p.m. - Adult Choir Rehearsal
4:45 p.m. - Middle School Discipleship
5:15 p.m.- Prayer time for Missionariesin the parlor
6:00 p.m.- Evening Worship Service (Nursery ages 0-3)
7:00 p.m. - High School Discipleship

TUESDAY
9:30 am. - Women's Bible Study

WEDNESDAY
6:00 am. - Men's Early Prayer, Gene Hunt's office
5:30 p.m.- Wednesday Night Fellowship Supper
7:00 p.m.- Youth Fellowship
7:00 p.m.- Children’s Program
7:00 p.m. - Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.- Adult Study, Prayer Meeting

THURSDAY
7:30 p.m.- Young Adultsin the Fish House



