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from our Senior Pastor 

by Rev. David Hall 
 

Happy 2014: A Special Month Ahead 

 

First, on behalf of all our families and staff, we want to 

thank you for the year 2013. In this recently completed 

year, we saw much stability and unity in our church. New 

members are continuing to come (thanks to the Lord), and 

most of our ministries continue to grow consistently. We 

also had some wonderful gifts, several of the best months’ 

offering in our history, and the highest total giving ever. 

Our Building Fund debt is now below $2,000,000, and can 

be paid off in less than 4 years or sooner if wished. In ad-

dition, your church continues all its missionary giving and 

raised a significant amount to help the Rev. Jean Paul and 

Reformation Hope in Haiti. Midway contributed about 

$400,000 to missions in 2013. In so many ways, 2013 was 

a superb year. 

 

However, I think you’ll be very pleased to know of some 

special events ahead of us for the month of January. And 

some of these have been in the pipeline for some time; so 

we are pleased to share these plans with you. As we kick 

off this new year together, would you please note these 

dates and make every effort to attend, especially when we 

have such guests coming to our church. And do please in-

vite your friends. Below are special events or messages for 

January. 

 

Jan. 5 The morning sermon will be a challenge for 

“Each One to Reach One” in 2014. Would you please join 

us as we seek to emphasize outreach and evangelism this 

coming year. 

  The evening sermon will be by our mis-

sionary to Sweden, the Rev. David Bergmark. Do enjoy 

this chance to hear one of our ambassadors. 

 

January 8: We resume all Wednesday night studies and 

groups 

 

Jan. 12 At the morning service, we will celebrate Com-

munion for the first time in 2014 and continue our focus 

on Matthew’s Gospel. 

  In the evening sermon, Pastor Hall will 

bring a special sermon commemorating our Five-year An-

niversary of our new Sanctuary from Psalm 30. 

 

Jan. 19 Pastor Hall will bring a special sermon on Long 

Range Planning. 

  In the evening sermon, Pastor Harrington 

will bring us a special challenge for the year in his evening 

message. 

 

Jan. 22 At 7:00, we will have a special guest, the Rev. 

Tim Challies (see www.challies.com), speaking on” Dis-

cernment and Modern Technology.” We think you’ll all 

want to join us for this. 

 

Jan. 26 In the evening, we are pleased to welcome to our 

pulpit, the Rev. Conrad Mbewe from Zambia. Recently 

called “the Spurgeon of Africa,” Rev. Mbewe is in Geor-

gia for a conference. We are extremely blessed to have 

him. Tell all your friends, and please join us to hear this 

exceptionally gifted man of God. 

 

So, yes, 2014 is shaping up nicely. We will continue our 

Morning sermon series in Matthew, and in early February, 

I’ll begin an evening series from 1 Corinthians. Do, 

please, continue to pray, give, listen, serve, and reach. It 

should be an exciting year. 

 

********** 

CUTTING FLOOR 

If you’re not familiar with Tim Challies, he’s only the big-

gest blogger in North America. And he’ll be at your 

church on Wed. Jan. 22 at 7:00 PM. To become a little 
more acquainted with some of his insights, below is a re-

cent piece from his blog. Tim is as practical as he is theo-

logically sound. We are grateful to welcome him. 

 

 

 



Senior Pastor Cont. 
 

The Visionary Worrywart 

We all have some familiarity with that deep, gnawing, pit-

of-the-stomach anxiety, that stubborn worry that refuses to 

abate. The cause and effect may be a little different for 

each one of us, but we all have a time and a place and set 

of circumstances that causes us to be anxious. 
 

In his book Running Scared, Ed Welch makes 4 fascinat-

ing observations about worriers and their brand of vision-

casting. 
 

Worriers Live in the Future 

Worriers live in the future. We are all people of the past, 

present and future, and worry has a way of spanning all 

three time zones. Fear is often triggered by past events, 

then reacts to crises in the present, and anticipates their 

consequences in the future. Fear’s preference, though, is to 

point you to the future, and to do this it relies upon the 

power of imagination. 
 

We tend to think that imagination is the realm of the child, 

but it is equally the realm of the worrier. We have imagi-

nations so we can consider things that do not yet exist. We 

admire people with expansive imaginations as visionaries, 

people who are able to look ahead and anticipate the tra-

jectory of the nation, of the church, of the business, or of 

the individual. The worrier is a visionary too, in that he 

sees, or thinks he sees, the future, and what it will bring. 

He lives in the future. He creates a vision of the future, he 

transplants himself there in his mind, and he feels all the 

traumatic emotions associated with it. 
 

Worriers See the Future in Minute, Gory Detail 

“Worriers are visionaries minus the optimism.” 
 

Worriers live in the future, and they see that future in mi-

nute, gory detail. I cannot say it better than Welch: “Worri-

ers are visionaries minus the optimism.” That stings. Where 

a visionary has an optimistic view of the future based on his 

ability to see current patterns and predict a better alternative, 

a worrier sees the future in great detail, but always in gory 

detail. When she anticipates tomorrow’s medical appoint-

ment, she is already living in a future where her child is bat-

tling cancer and succumbing to it. When she sees her child 

pulling out of the driveway, she catches a vision of twisted 

metal and broken bodies. She sees the future, but she sees it 

as bleak and disappointing. 
 

Worriers Are False Prophets 
Worriers are always looking to the future—a future that is 

tragic and brutal. 
 

Worriers are always looking to the future—a future that is 

tragic and brutal. The worrier takes upon himself a kind of 

prophetic role and allows his occasional successes in accu-

rately predicting that awful future to establish his reputa-

tion as a person who understands what others miss. He be-

lieves he knows what the future will bring and he will be 

amazed, and perhaps even infuriated, that others do not see 

what he sees. It becomes his job to worry for those who 

will not. 
 

Yet as the worrier glimpses this future, he is always 

wrong, at least in some of what he sees.  
 

Even in those few occasions that he is correct in the big 

picture—if a man spends his whole life worrying about the 

people he loves befalling medical misfortune, sooner or 

later that prediction will be right—he is still wrong in 

many of the details. The success rate is pathetic. In the Old 

Testament the people who talked about the future and 

foretold doom were known as prophets.  
 

The only way a prophet could maintain his credibility was 

to be infallible, to get every prediction correct in its every 

detail. Perhaps worriers would do well to stop excusing 

themselves by saying, “I am just a worrier” and instead 

declare, “I am a prophet.” 
 

Worriers Are Immune to Reason 
Finally, worriers are immune to reason. As worry is added 

to worry, as anxiety compounds and leads to irrational be-

havior, loved ones try to help. They explain that worry has 

never accomplished anything or ever made a situation any 

better; they show and explain that worry is more like as-

trology than prophecy. When nothing else helps, they may 

try to fix the problem by securing the environment—

buying a dog or installing an alarm, or eating healthier. 

But this kind of security can do no more than briefly hold 

the worry at bay. Sooner or later it will return, because 

worry is irrational, resistant to reason. It’s impossible to 

reason a person out of an irrational position. 
 

The Response 

So what do we do for the worrier? What do we do if we 

are the worrier?  
 

Welch says, “Take a hard look at yourself instead of your 

circumstances when worry is blaring. Ask yourself what 

you are trusting in. Consider your poor track record for 

predictions, yet recognize that all these steps, while they 

may give some hope, still don’t push back the boundaries 

of fear and worry. Reason alone can’t do it. Face the reali-

ty that we have to go outside ourselves for an answer and 

seek the God who is in control.” 
 

******************** 

For a partial antidote to worry and for our prayer for 2014: 

“Now unto Him who is able to do immeasurably more 

than all that we ask or imagine, according to His power 

that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 

ever. Amen.” (Eph. 3:20-21) 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0978556755?tag=dietofbookwor-20


Note from Midway Session / Announcements / MCCS 
 

Under Consideration— 

Changes to Midway’s Internship Program 
 

Looking toward the future, the Midway Session and pastors 

have jointly begun to consider a possible refo-

cus/restructure of Midway’s current Internship Program to 

better meet the anticipated needs of both church and our 

denomination going forward. 

 

This is being driven by a concern -- shared by other PCA 

churches – re the developing need to invest in the equip-

ping of future PCA pastors by active participation in their 

training and preparation for the full range of gospel minis-

try.  This would enable them to serve the next generation of 

the church more faithfully and with maximum usefulness. 

 

At present, Midway can benefit by studying similar pro-

grams already in place at other PCA churches.  A sub-

committee comprised of elders and pastoral staff is review-

ing the formats of several such programs with the intent to 

develop a proposal for Midway’s own version of a ministry 

internship program for Session consideration early in 2014. 

 

We will provide an update on this initiative in the February 

Messenger. 
 

 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 Pastor Hall’s Thursday study will resume on January 

9
th
 at 12:00 p.m. 

 Pastor Harrington’s Wednesday morning Bible study 

will resume January 8
th
. 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 The Circle of Grace will begin the book of Genesis 

on January 7th and will continue each Tuesday 

morning thereafter, completing the study in May. 

All ladies are invited to join us at 10 am in the 

Racerunners classroom. Questions? Contact San-

dra @ 770-427-2336. Childcare provided for in-

fants to 5 years; homeschoolers are welcome. 

 Ruth Circle will begin a new study on January 21
st
 

entitled “The Son of David--Seeing Jesus in the 

Historical Books” by Nancy Guthrie.  Please join 

us as we “gain a fresh perspective on Israel’s histo-

ry and God’s kingdom, a broader understanding of 

Jesus as the fulfillment of scripture”. We will meet 

at 10AM in the Fellowship Sunday School Class. 

All ladies are welcome! 

 

 

 

Midway Covenant Christian School  
 

Georgia Qualified Education Expense Credit 
 

Many families at Midway Covenant Christian School have benefited from the Georgia Qualified Education Expense Credit. 

This credit allows Georgia taxpayers the rare opportunity to decide how they want a portion of the state taxes to be allocated. 

Married couples filing jointly are allowed to give up $2,500 to student scholarship organizations (SSOs) and receive a dollar 

for dollar tax credit.  These donations can then be distributed to various private schools for student scholarships. Giving to an 

SSO is easy to do and can be potentially very beneficial to MCCS.  
 

The funds that are given to the Faith First Georgia SSO (www.faithfirstga.org) can be distributed to MCCS students who are 

entering MCCS from public school or to those who are beginning MCCS at the Kindergarten level. All the contributions re-

ceived by Faith First Georgia are eligible for a full Georgia income tax credit up to $1,000 per year for those filing taxes as an 

individual, or up to $2,500 for married couples filing jointly. 
 

Why should I give to Faith First Georgia? 
 

 It gives you the opportunity to choose exactly how to allocate the tax dollars you are currently already spending. 

 It will allow new families to attend MCCS that would not have been previously capable of affording this valuable ed-

ucation. 

 It frees up already existing financial aid to be directed toward current MCCS families in need. 

 It improves school wide enrollment and helps keeps tuition costs down. 

 
 

In the recent past the cap for this fund has been reached relatively quickly. January is the best time of year to think about giving. 
 

If you have any questions about this process, please contact Matt Ross (matt.ross@midwayschool.org) or Andrea Smith (an-

drea.smith@midwayschool.org) at Midway Covenant Christian School (770) 590-1866. 
 

http://www.faithfirstga.org/


Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark MTW Nat’l Associate – Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF Kennesaw State University 
Terry & Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Mike Cuneo, MTI, Italy 
Wayne & Ann Curles – Burma, CRM 
Roy and Kristy – Restricted, Atlanta area 
Terry Dykstra – RUF, Western Kentucky University 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter - WBT Orlando/Nigeria 
Dale and Nancy Knudson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert & Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Harry and Julie Miller - PEF, Atlanta/Bulgaria 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean & Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Jim and Catalina Tate - MTW, Ecuador 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen, MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - PEF, The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Plants are so necessary to life on earth that they were the 
first living things God created. They are the only living 
things that can make their own food. Therefore plants 
are the bottom of the food chain or the foundation for all 
other life. But in order for plants to make their food 
through photosynthesis they must have light. Light is so 
necessary to life that in Genesis it is the first thing God 
creates. I love that He spoke our world into creation. The 
twin themes of light and God’s word are found all 
through the Bible. Psalms 119:105 - Your word is a 
lamp to my feet, and a light for my path. The gospel of 
John begins, 1. In the beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 4. In him 
was life, and that life was the light of men. 5. The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not under-
stood it. Later in chapter 9:5 Jesus says, While I am in 
the world I am the light of the world. And in Matthew 
5:14 he tells his disciples, You are the light of the world. 
16. Let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 
 
Our missionaries have taken Jesus’ words to be light se-
riously. Many are working in very dark and dangerous 
areas of the world to bring the saving light of God’s 
word to those trapped in false religions. All of those we 
support covet your prayers for their ministries. With the 
start of a new year make prayer for his kingdom work 
around the world a priority. Each Sunday school class 
has missionaries to pray for each week. Current letters 
are posted around the missions display across from the 
serving line. Or you can receive forwarded emails by 
sending your email address to: bladesg@bellsouth.net. 
Or consider joining the missions prayer group that prays 
each Sunday afternoon before the evening service at 
5:15 in the Berean SS classroom. It is exciting to read 
their letters and by praying become part of what God is 
doing around the world. Greet our missionaries when 
they visit and report at Midway. Your welcome t is such 
an encouragement to them.  
 
Annual Missions Conference – March 21 -23, 2014                                                                                              
Dr. Joel Beeke - keynote speaker 
 
Just as plants grow toward the light we as Christians 
need to be growing toward Christ as His Spirit sanctifies 
us into His image. May your light shine brightly in 2014 
so that those in your community seek the light and bring 
glory to our heavenly Father. 
 
Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
 
 
 

 

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-119-105/
mailto:bladesg@bellsouth.net
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