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Not Buying it! 
by Rev. David Hall 

 Our Summer Wednesday night study has been 

well received. Marc Harrington, besides being the Ice 

Cream Guru, has put together an excellent and timely 

series. We are learning about these false gospels so that 

we will not buy counterfeits. I'm very grateful for the 

presentations, and it is important to know what we don't 

believe and how to teach that to our children and 

friends. To do so is to keep the command to love your 

neighbor as yourself. Coming up in July are studies by 

Pastors Smit (on Mormonism) and Harrington (on the 

Cult of Therapy) and myself on popular best sellers that 

deceive. We will conclude our study with an emphasis 

on discernment. Let us test all things and hold to what is 

good (1 Thess. 5:21).  

 And the fellowship in these nights is always re-

freshing. Join us from 7:00-8:00 on Wednesday nights 

in July. 

 Also, our Wednesday Night prayer group led by 

Phil Dudt is another of those stirring and excellent min-

istries in our church. Do join our prayer warriors in the 

Conference room. 

 

A Forgotten Blessing 
I haven't publicly thanked our wonderful Sunday 

School teachers in a long time. I wish to do so here. 

Midway is blessed with an incredible group of teachers. 

Week after week, fine Christians study for many hours 

to present some of the best Sunday School Bible studies 

you’ll ever find. If you are looking for a meaty Bible 

study at a time that you can make, on the Lord’s Day 

each week, join hundreds of others. There is a reason so 

many people attend our Sunday School: The teaching is 

sound, applicable, and respectful of God’s authority! 

Please see the bulletin and join us each week. Some 

new studies are always beginning, and I can’t think of 

any reason why every Christian would not want to be 

on the front row for some Sunday School class as fre-

quently as possible. Do join us and we thank God for all 

those who use their time and gifts for teaching! 

 

And while, I’m speaking of forgotten blessings, isn’t 

our Choir awesome! They are receiving a well-

deserved, short vacation in July. Might you wish to 

praise and use your musical talents in the choir when 

they resume? Please contact Judy Dodd for a spot in the 

best choir around. Our new organist, Mr. Jeff Harbin, 

will begin visiting our congregation later this summer to 

get to know our church. I know you’ll all want to wel-

come him and his family. We are in for a real treat. 

A great article by long time minister of music at First 

Presbyterian in Jackson, MS, the Rev. Bill Wymond, 

echoed some thoughts I have on congregational singing. 

As a seasoned church musician, he writes: 

 

I am concerned about poor congregational singing these 

days in many evangelical churches, and in the Presby-

terian Church in America in particular. There is a lot of 

mumbling and half-hearted singing going on. This, I be-

lieve, is a result of what is being sung and how it is be-

ing sung. 

 

One cannot overstate the importance of congregational 

singing. It is one of the main elements of worship. God 

decided that singing His praise would be our chief way 

to respond, in worship, to His revelation of Himself and 

of His grace given to us in our Lord Jesus Christ. There-

fore, in both the Old and New Testaments the command 

and encouragement to sing God’s praise is pervasive. 

The presence and size of the Psalter in the Bible under-

scores singing’s importance. In heaven, where preach-

ing is no longer needed, our consuming activity will al-

ways be to sing God’s praise. 

 



Senior Pastor Cont. / Music Ministry  
In addition to God’s praise, another important function 

of singing together in worship is that of mutual admoni-

tion and encouragement. The “audience” for our sing-

ing, then, is primarily God, but also our fellow wor-

shippers. 

 

For some today another “audience” is the focus of in 

choosing songs. Not a few ministers or worship leaders 

are choosing songs especially to please those who visit 

the church, perhaps with a view to attracting the non-

churched or unbelievers. If so, they have the wrong au-

dience in mind. When it comes to choosing the songs of 

worship, the choice should be made with the gathered 

church family in mind. The music we use needs to give 

our people an adequate means to praise God in all of the 

richness that we see modeled in the Psalms and in the 

language of heaven’s worship. It is a mistake to plan the 

songs for worship and preaching principally to attract 

new people to the church. Where that is done the church 

family often suffers malnourishment. They may not be 

singing the kind of music that gives them the full range 

of biblical topics. We need to remind ourselves that, in 

the end, it should be the preaching of the full gospel and 

the Christ-like character of the church family life that 

attracts and holds people. Actually, it is because we are 

not just like all of the rest of the world in which they 

live that they see an attraction. The uniqueness of our 

message, our worship language and music, if it is bibli-

cal and authentic, should not be apologized for but 

should be our goal. 

For the whole article that is well worth reading, see: 

http://theaquilareport.com/concerning-congregational-

singing/ 

 

Also Jennifer Nichols, our Nursery Coordinator does a 

positively superb job—year round. We are so glad that 

visitors, members, and our own grandchildren can bene-

fit from this excellent nursery. What a blessing! It is al-

ways safe, clean, cheerful, well-supervised, and in-

cludes Bible lessons for older children in the nursery. 

We provide this ministry so that moms and dads can 

fully concentrate on the sermon, corporate prayer, and 

worship. If any of your young ones are not quite old 

enough to sit through an entire worship service—and 

most pre-readers will by nature be left out—your Ses-

sion has designed and provides an excellent nursery for 

you as an interim until your children are able to partici-

pate fully in worship. Then, as soon as they are able, 

parents and grandparents have an opportunity to assist 

them in participating in the covenant worship of God. If 

you loan them to the nursery for a few years or months, 

far from breaking the covenant family, they are cared 

for by the extended covenant family in a way that is age 

appropriate—and it takes a church to raise a covenant 

child—and all worshipers may feed on Christ. 

 

Report on the PCA General Assembly 

If you are interested in my comments on the recent PCA 

General Assembly in Houston, they are posted at: 

http://theaquilareport.com/the-houston-pca-general-

assembly-a-pastors-reflections/ 

 

My entire family joins me in thanking for you and the 

privilege of serving such a fine church with such a great 

staff! Enjoy the remainder of summer. 

 

 

From the Music Director . . . 
SAY HELLO TO THE ORGANIST  

AND GOODBYE TO THE CHOIR! 

As you may have noticed, we have been without a per-

manent organist since last September. Throughout this 

time, the Session has been committed to hiring someone 

with a strong Christian testimony, as well as an accom-

plished musician who could serve this particular con-

gregation with both enthusiasm and sensitivity. You, the 

Midway congregation, have exhibited IMMENSE pa-

tience, as we auditioned many organists over the past 

nine months, some more accomplished than others.  :/  

My favorite text message this spring was from a friend, 

who, after particularly interesting organ playing for a 

morning worship service, said simply, “No.” Personal-

ly, I would like to thank each of you who offered opin-

ions and gave encouragement. After all, the primary 

function of the organist is to lead in congregational 

singing. And who makes up the congregation of Mid-

way Presbyterian? YOU!   

 

With that said, it is my pleasure to introduce to you our 

new organist, Mr. Jeffrey W. Harbin. An accomplished 

and experienced organist, Jeff comes to us with a 

bachelor’s degree in organ performance, and a master’s 

degree in choral conducting, both from Georgia State 

University. This training, added to his twenty years of 

experience in church music, makes him exceptionally 

well qualified. Mr. Harbin is a member of the American 

Choral Directors Association, the Choristers Guild, the 

Atlanta Chapter of the American Theatre Organ Socie-

ty, and the American Guild of Organists, having previ-

ously served as Dean of the Atlanta Chapter of the 

AGO. A native of Georgia, Jeff and his wife Nicole 

have two children, Michael and Clara.  You will find 

the Harbins to be delightful, energetic people.  Jeff will 

be visiting with us beginning in July, and begin playing 

for our worship services in the middle of August. Please 

introduce yourselves to Jeff and Nicole, giving them a 

warm welcome to this Midway family. 

http://theaquilareport.com/concerning-congregational-singing/
http://theaquilareport.com/concerning-congregational-singing/
http://theaquilareport.com/the-houston-pca-general-assembly-a-pastors-reflections/
http://theaquilareport.com/the-houston-pca-general-assembly-a-pastors-reflections/


Music Ministry cont. / Children’s Ministry 
 

Sunday, June 22
nd

 was the final Sunday for the Midway 

adult choir. Or, at least the final day for a while. Except 

for a week or two every December, this Midway choir, 

to my knowledge, has never taken an extended break! 

So, I thought it was about time. If you’ve never been a 

part of a church choir, you may not realize what this 

commitment involves. When you join the choir, you are 

saying that you will attend choir rehearsal every 

Wednesday, Lord willing, until, well, until forever!!! 

Now mind you, it isn’t an unpleasant time. On the con-

trary, you have the opportunity to use your God-given 

voices, singing praises to God along with some of the 

finest people ever . . . other choir members! Choir 

members become life-long friends, caring and praying 

for one another. Members of the choir are very active in 

the life of their church. You need someone to teach a 

Bible study or a Sunday School class? You need some-

one to take a meal to the family with the new baby, vol-

unteer for a mission event, help with VBS? Ask a choir 

member. These people truly are salt and light in this 

world. And they are in the choir loft every Sunday, as-

sisting with congregational singing, offering beautiful 

anthems of praise and thanksgiving. Did I mention that 

they were here every Sunday, week after month, year 

after year? And never so much as a whisper of com-

plaint! They serve with joy and a sincerity of heart that 

encourages me weekly. I have been here nineteen years, 

and many of the choir members were singing in this 

choir before I got here! Yes, it time they received a little 

time off.   

 

In the absence of the choir, we will have soloists each 

Sunday through the middle of August. The choir will 

resume rehearsals July 30
th
, and resume their choir loft 

role in August. So, over the next several weeks, when 

you see a choir member on the main floor for a morning 

worship service, be sure to thank them for their service 

to this congregation and to our Lord and Savior. This 

choir is special! “I thank my God every time I remem-

ber you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 

with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from 

the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will carry it on to com-

pletion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:3-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKS FOR YOUR VBS WORK!!  
 

Friends of children, 
 

What a great VBS this year!! This was the largest VBS that 

anyone could remember (at least Marc and Brad). Alt-

hough Bobbi Mitchell was individually singled out for spe-

cial recognition due to her massive contribution; I (Brad 

Winsted, Children's Director) did want to express my sin-

cere appreciation to all of you especially the department 

heads listed below NOT in the order of importance because 

they were ALL very necessary for success: 

 

Michelle Mitchell- She and I developed the curriculum 

again this year (she took the lead and had most of the 

ideas!). Michelle designed the sanctuary set-up almost 

entirely alone, and did a lot of the advertising along 

with Bobbi. Michelle is a great teacher, I hope most of 

you saw and heard her work. She gets the kids to think 

and respond and is infinitely patient with them. Thanks 

also for Heidi Thomas being the second teacher who 

had a separate daily class and adapted well, the kids 

loved the teaching. Her bright smile and winning style 

had great results. 

 

Havilah Kline- Last year we started a special program 

just for the K4 (a separate curriculum and not moving 

them around during the morning) and this year it was a 

smashing success. Havilah basically took the curricu-

lum Michelle Mitchell wrote and adapted it perfectly to 

the little ones. I got down there once a day and the kids 

were having a wonderful time. As many of you know 

Havilah and Adam are in the middle of adopting a son, 

yet she took the time to put all of this together (many 

hours believe me and she had her own team of teachers 

to organize)--thanks so much for your fine work. Abbie 

Eller was the other K4 lead teacher, she's a real pro. 

 

Jen Nolan- Not only did Bernard and she build the 

horse and paint the chariot but the top-notch daily crafts 

were innovative and spot-on. Lots of great comments 

from everyone. I especially liked the lantern being a 

light to all people with the gospel. Jen's team worked 

hard to get the kids crafts done in the allotted time, ex-

plaining at the same time the significance of each craft.  

Jen also helped to design the VBS T-shirt and banner. 

 

Christina Wagner- Christina headed up the application 

part of the lessons being taught. I enjoyed the Bible-

App every time I stuck my nose in the door. Her posi-

tive attitude and excitement brought out the best in the 

kids. She and Kate Harrington had the kids singing and 

reciting verses besides emphasizing the Haiti Mission. 

Of course, we heard her beautiful violin playing daily.



Children’s Ministry cont. 
 

Kate Harrington- Kate wrote and directed the morning 

skits.  The daily skits were hilarious and got the daily 

point across in a way the kids loved. This is always the 

best way to start the day. The skit team of Nancy 

Pritchett and he Adams kids (Hannah, Zach, Ben and 

Olivia were super!) Kate was the second Bible APP 

teacher, her enthusiasm is contagious. Nancy Pritchett 

then helped in the kitchen and was invaluable on Friday 

when Debbie got sick, we needed the food to run 

smoothly during the celebration time.  Of course Kate is 

carrying a baby (summer body warmer) in the midst of 

all of this, but it didn't slow her down a bit. 

 

Ben Thomas and the teens kept the kids running around 

and dissipating lots of energy. Every year the kids say 

they like the recreation the best--why? Because they re-

late to the teens having fun with them, this is a great 

ministry. 

 

Debbie Taylor always comes in early each day to pre-

pare the snacks. After recreation, the kids always look 

forward to the snack time--it is their high point. It was 

efficiently run and yummy--I tried it out daily and 

watched how things came together perfectly for each 

group of kids. Also, thanks for taking special treats 

around to the other teachers, crafts and Bible App folks 

who could not make it down to the gym (epi-center of 

snack production and distribution). I think you'all know 

Debbie was sick the last day, but came in initially to en-

sure everything was going smoothly before she had to 

leave. 

 

William Ashworth-His first year working with us at 

VBS headed up the music team and stayed in Bible App 

to play the guitar. This talented young man can adapt 

my crazy songs quickly.  

 

Registration- Bobbi needed help and got it from a great 

team. Special thanks to Carolyn Boyd who came in al-

most every day the previous 10 days to ensure the name 

tags were done properly. Dana thanks for the computer 

help. 

 

Guides-Wanda Robinson organized this as the "chief 

guide", our largest group and guaranteed it ran smooth-

ly daily. In many ways this is the most essential job, the 

guides are the guardians of the children. Thank you 

guides, many of you have done this for years, largely 

unheralded. 

 

Nursery Workers- Without your help many of our vol-

unteers couldn't be available to help. Thanks for keep-

ing the smallest happy. 

 

Finally the boss: Marc Harrington- Marc is the pastor in 

charge of the Children's Program.  He keeps Brad fo-

cused on the most important things and has the most 

"corporate memory" of what works and what doesn't. 

Marc oversaw it all, ordering the T-shirts, banner and 

most of the decorations, the "Jump-its" items for Friday, 

keeping us on budget, helping to direct and oversee the 

set-up and break-down of all the decorations and keep-

ing everyone on subject.  A special thanks to him.   

 

I know I should list others-please forgive me, but where 

would I start? But let me say this to everyone else, you 

came regularly daily and conscientiously did the routine 

work (I hope it was a blessing-work unto the Lord-He 

knows what you selflessly did better than me). You 

workers all made sure this came together, without com-

plaining about last minute changes and noisy kids. This 

annual VBS event brings about 70 members of the 

church together to make VBS work (I don't believe an-

other church event has so many church WORKERS). I 

hope you had fun working together, being with the pre-

cious kids, smiled a lot and grew in knowledge of Christ 

and appreciation of His Word by being involved. Some 

of you shared with me that you were praying for specif-

ic kids. I'm sorry I didn't mention every one of you by 

name because of the time you donated to make this past 

week a truly "INCREDIBLE JOURNEY".  

 

Let's now pray that the truths these kids were taught 

will be a realty in their young lives. 

 

For the children,  

Brad Winsted-Coordinator 
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Announcements 
 

 
Dear Midway Family, 
 

Thank you so much for the love and care shown to us 

during Jeff's recent illness. We so appreciated all the 

cards, meals, visits, and prayer. We have been truly 

blessed by all your acts of love and kindness. 
 

With love and thanks, 
 

The Siewert Family 
 

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

If you have signed up to provide flowers for Sunday wor-
ship in the sanctuary from June to August, please stop by 
the WIC table sign up again. The original sign up list has 
disappeared and we have no record of who has signed up 
for the summer. Please do not remove the list from the ta-
ble. Thank you! 

 

 

HAITI MEDICAL CLINIC SUPPLY DRIVE 

Please join us as we collect medical supplies to send 

with our Haiti mission team later this summer. To par-

ticipate, simply pick up a list of supplies at the box on 

the way out of the back of the church building and de-

posit your donation in the box. The deadline for sup-

plies will be Monday, July 21st. 

 

 

BRAVES GAME 
Purchase tickets for a church fellowship event at Turner 

Field, Monday, July 28
th
 at 12:10 p.m. Cost is $6 per 

ticket and may be purchased from Joel Smit or Ben 

Thomas. 

 

 

ALL LADIES are invited to a Sip n’ See for Siri Greg-

ory on Saturday, July 12
th
 at 10:00 a.m. Come meet 

Doug & Siri’s daughter, Cassandra Gregory. She is reg-

istered at Babies R Us. 

 

 

ALL LADIES are invited to a Bridal Shower honoring 

Melissa Tucker, fiancé of Alex Wardlaw on Friday, Ju-

ly 18
th
 at 7:00 p.m. They are registered at Target and 

Bed, Bath & Beyond. If you would like to help contact 

Kris Ross or Mary Judy. 

 

 

 

 

THE GYM EXPANSION PROJECT has begun!! 

Therefore, the Gym will be closed July 1
st
 thru October 

31
st
 for renovations. More details will be available in 

the August Messenger. 

 

 

MIDWAY COVENANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

Are you or someone you know interested in an excellent 

Christian education for your child?  Check out Midway 

Covenant Christian School at www.midwayschool.org 

or call the school office at 770-590-1866.  We have 

openings in most grade levels K4 - 8th grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.midwayschool.org/


Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy – Restricted, Atlanta area 
Terry Dykstra – RUF, Western Kentucky University 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, Orlando / Nigeria 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - PEF, The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

As we head into the hotter months of summer the daily 
forecast rarely changes. Hot, humid with a chance of af-
ternoon thunder storms. Weather is one of those safe 
topics of conversations as it affects most everyone. 
Those of us who garden really hope to get one of those 
scattered thunder storms. After a wet winter and spring 
most plants have really put on a lot of growth that need 
continued water to sustain it.  
 
In thinking about what plants need to survive I was re-
minded that God as creator has supplied all that is need-
ed to sustain life on earth. Plants need adequate rainfall 
to grow. Jesus is our source of living water. We are to 
take that living water and offer it to those who thirst af-
ter righteousness. Plants need sunlight in order to photo-

synthesize. Jesus is the light of the world. He has 
charged us to bring others out of the dominion of dark-
ness into His light. Plants need air. God’s breath gives 
life. He gives not only life on this earth but eternal life 
through his Son.  
 
In a recent letter Peter Bakelaar writes of the many ways 
the people of Japan are being drawn to faith, “Over the 
years I have seen so many ingredients wrapped up in 
lives of people changed by Jesus and the gospel. People 
encountering God’s Word. People meeting God’s peo-
ple. People experiencing suffering and joy. People meet-
ing unexpected challenges. People involved in Bible 
study. People having surprising insights. People prayed 
for and ministered to. It all comes down to God moving 
in the hearts of people to receive His undeserved and 
amazing grace!” 
 
News from the Konas: “The Albanian Bible Institute in-
vited Berti to teach two classes – The Pauline Letters 
(January) and The General Letters (March). He traveled 
an hour away to a nearby city twice a week and taught 
12 students. This was a great opportunity to visit other 
churches in other cities and to bring Reformed influence. 
ABI is a non-denomination institution, but they have 
given him full freedom to teach and preach our Re-
formed convictions. He was invited to teach those same 
courses again next year. This provided the opportunity to 
start a new book writing project, An Introduction to the 
New Testament. The Pauline letters and the General 
Epistles have been completed.” 
 
The Agape Puppet Team, with our own Leslie Nichols 
was in Mexico with the Salinas’ training a team for a 
new church planting area. Linda writes, “We have visit-
ed two orphanages in the last two days. One was a large 
facility with over two hundred children. They invited us 
to do a puppet show and we were able to tell all the chil-
dren about Jesus. The second orphanage had only fifteen 
children, and was set up like a home. When I walked in-
side the home, it was the sweetest feeling. It was very 
very clean, and it felt like a family’s home. This place is 
run by the Salinas family, and their daughter Sarah 
Grace serves as an advocate for the children and their 
needs.” 
 

Please pray for our Midway Missions Team 
to Haiti - July 26

th
 – August 2

nd
. 

And for Anna Dudt in Latvia all summer. 
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