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The Resurrection Continues  

by Rev. David Hall 
 

Easter Sunday at Midway was a great celebration. We 
had spectacular music, strong singing, great work by 
our Deacons to facilitate a large attendance, and we 
were all very blessed. The congregation contributed 
greatly by its outreach and hospitality. Thank you! 
 

Wouldn’t it be a shame if that kind of Sunday happened 
only once a year or once a decade? 
 

Thankfully, every Sunday is a celebration of our resur-
rected Lord. Every week when we meet for worship, we 
do so on the first day of the week, instead of like the 
Jewish Sabbath on the seventh day. The early church 
commemorated Christ’s resurrection and changed the 
day for public worship, to continue the fourth com-
mandment about the Sabbath, to the first day of the 
week (1 Cor. 16:1-2; Acts 20:7; Rev. 1:10). Our Con-
fession of Faith (21:7) expresses it this way: 
 

“As it is the law of nature, that, in general, a due pro-
portion of time be set apart for the worship of God; so, 
in his Word, by a positive, moral, and perpetual com-
mandment binding all men in all ages, he hath particu-
larly appointed one day in seven, for a Sabbath, to be 
kept holy unto him: which, from the beginning of the 
world to the resurrection of Christ, was the last day of 
the week; and, from the resurrection of Christ, was 
changed into the first day of the week, which, in Scrip-
ture, is called the Lord’s Day, and is to be continued to 
the end of the world, as the Christian Sabbath.” 
 

So, with each Lord’s Day being a celebration of Jesus 
Christ’s resurrection, I hope that you’ll continue to do 
what you did to make our Easter such a fine one: keep 
reaching out to and inviting your friends to hear the 
good news. Thank you for your part in this—you made 
our Easter a great day. Now, let’s continue in that spirit 
of resurrection each Lord’s Day. 
 
 

 
**************************** 

 

Below are a few Other Resources on Easter. 

 

Seven Stanzas at Easter 

By John Updike 

(from Telephone Poles and Other Poems, 1963) 

  
Make no mistake: if He rose at all 

It was as His body; 

If the cell’s dissolution did not reverse, the molecules 

reknit, the amino acids rekindle, 

the Church will fall. 

  

It was not as the flowers, 

Each soft Spring recurrent; 

It was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled 

eyes of the eleven apostles; 

It was as His flesh; ours. 

  

The same hinged thumbs and toes 

The same valved heart 

That-pierced-died, withered, paused, and then 

Regathered out of enduring Might 

New strength to enclose. 

  

Let us not mock God with metaphor, 

Analogy, sidestepping, transcendence; 

Making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the 

Faded credulity of earlier ages: 

Let us walk through the door. 

  

 

 

 



Senior Pastor Cont. / Children’s Ministry 
 

The stone is rolled back, not papier-maché, 

Not a stone in a story, 

But the vast rock of materiality that in the slow 

grinding of time will eclipse for each of us 

The wide light of day. 
  

And if we have an angel at the tomb, 

Make it a real angel, 

Weighty with Max Planck’s quanta, vivid with hair, 

Opaque in the dawn light, robed in real linen 

Spun on a definite loom. 
  

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous, 

For our own convenience, our own sense of beauty, 

Lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are 

Embarrassed by the miracle, 

And crushed by remonstrance. 
 

From a 1984 sermon by the Rev. James Baird of First 

Presbyterian Church, Jackson, MS: 
 

Consider a Jewish Historian, Josephus, who lived in 

the day of Christ and is generally regarded as the great-

est historian of his day. Josephus: “There was Jesus of 

Nazareth. He was crucified on the cross. He did claim 

to be the Messiah. His people believed that He arose 

from the dead on the third day, and they go the world 

round preaching it.”  
 

The greatest Roman historian Tacitus said the exact same 

thing: “His people believe that He arose from the 

dead. They go around the world. They will give their life 

rather than deny the fact that He did not rise from the 

dead.” And those two historians lived within the lifetime 

of those who claimed that they saw the risen Savior.  
 

After the battle of Shiloh during the Civil War, down 

from Chicago came the minister who ministered both to 

the Southern and the Northern troops. His name was 

Dwight L. Moody. There was also an officer who 

fought on the side of the Union; he was a very brilliant 

man; he’d been in the Mexican War and now he was in 

the Civil War. And at the end of the war, after two wars, 

his spiritual life was totally shattered: he was a man in 

absolute conviction of doubt. He encountered a man 

who furthered that doubt into complete unbelief. The 

soldier’s name was Lew Wallace. The doubter, who 

was going around the country making speeches to de-

stroy Christianity and the religion of superstition all 

based on the resurrection, his name was Robert Inger-

soll. Robert Ingersoll committed this military man, 

middle-aged at this time, to help him destroy Christiani-

ty by disproving the resurrection. And so for one decade 

after he left the military, Lew Wallace gathered the ma-

terial to write a book that would destroy the Christian 

faith. The United States government made him the terri-

torial governor of New Mexico in the years 1878-

1881. It was while he was the territorial governor that 

he published his book, but something had hap-

pened. You see, after a decade of study, being of an 

honest mind, in his own library one day he got down on 

his knees and received Christ as Lord and Savior, be-

cause he was absolutely convinced that there was no 

other explanation but that Jesus had been raised from 

the dead. The book that he published was not a theolog-

ical journal; it was a novel. You’ve seen it on television; 

most of us have read it; it’s Ben Hur, a tremendous ac-

count about the days of Jesus Christ.”   
 

 

Children’s Ministry at Midway-Your Part 
by Brad Winsted 

 

NEWS, NEWS, NEWS!!  We are getting excited about 

the Vacation Bible School this year:  “Incredible Jour-

ney….The Life of the Apostle Paul”, June 2-6 (9:30-12 

noon).  Children’s Program Intern Michelle Mitchell, 

with Brad Winsted’s oversight and help, has written an 

excellent five day journey of the Apostle’s Paul life 

from Saul of Tarsus’ conversion to “Running the Race 

Well”.  The theme verse that you will see on the back of 

our VBS T-shirts will be from 2 Timothy 4:7: “I have 

fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith.” 

VBS is perhaps the biggest event of the year for the 

children’s program as over 75 members of Midway join 

hands with the Children’s ministry to present this won-

derful week to our covenant children and visitors from 

the community.  This year our department heads will be 

the following:  Guides-Wanda Robinson;  Teachers-

Michelle Mitchell;  K4 Activities/Teachers-Havilah 

Kline;  Bible Application- Christine Wagner;  Skits- 

Kate Harrington; Snacks-Debbie Taylor;  Recreation- 

Ben Thomas & Youth; Registration- Bobbie Mitchell;  

Crafts-Jen Nolan; and Brad Winsted as the overall co-

ordinator.  Please become a volunteer for this exciting 

week in June as it is always a highlight in the church’s 

calendar. 

 

PHILOSOPHY OF 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 

Midway has a dynamic children’s program, its goal be-

ing the maturing of our covenant children to full partic-

ipation in the life of the church.  Our prayer is that by 

the time our children have completed their 5
th
 grade 

year in school (10-11 years old) they will know they are 

sinners who need a Savior (Jesus Christ), are close to 

becoming or already are communicant members in the 

church, and have a solid foundation of biblical 



Children’s Ministry 
knowledge and truth. We believe a few fundamental 
truths are necessary to this end. 
 
First, we acknowledge it is God’s work of regeneration 
that saves our children and that parents are the primary 
participants in this process. Therefore, private and cor-
porate prayer for our children’s salvation is essential.   
 
Secondly, we believe that the children’s program exists 
to encourage, train, and assist parents in realizing their 
baptismal vows to educate and train their children in the 
ways of the Lord (Ephesians 6: 4).  Our ministry assists 
parents by weekly bringing the biblical truths before our 
covenant children.   
 
Thirdly, our desire is for our covenant children to un-
derstand that that they need to grow in  the knowledge 
and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ through daily grace, 
prayer, obedience, fellowship, the Sacraments, and 
hearing and studying the Scriptures.    

 

THE MEANS TO THESE ENDS: 
Most of the activities below happen each week at Mid-
way to encourage our covenant children: 

1. Each Sunday beginning at 9:45 am there is a 
short assembly for children where a monthly 
hymn is taught, birthdays are recognized, perti-
nent announcements are made, and other songs 
are taught. The assembly is followed by Sunday 
school for all ages.  Our dedicated Sunday 
school teachers are the following:  K4-5- Bar-
bara, Havilah, and Adam Kline; 1

st
 & 2

nd
 grade- 

Calli Pritchett & Ronnie Hull; 3
rd

 grade- Debbie 
and George Taylor; 4

th
 and 5

th
 grade- Michelle 

Mitchell. We are currently using the PCA’s 
Great Commission Publications’ materials.  
This curriculum is Reformed and Christ-
centered.  If you would like to teach or assist 
please contact Brad Winsted at 
brad.winsted@midwaypca.org. 

2. Each week during the morning and evening 
Lord’s Day Worship services there is a “Chil-
dren’s Sermon/Program”.  This teaching is Re-
formed, catechetical in nature, and is published 
by the “Children’s Ministry International” or-
ganization.  Also, there are Bible stories, skits, 
crafts, and memorization of Bible verses and 
catechism answers.  Nancy David is an assistant 
to Brad Winsted in the morning and Lindsay 
Moss and Carolyn Boyd coordinate the adult 
volunteers in the morning and in the evening. 
As always, we are encouraged by the more than 
35 Midway members who assist on a rotating 
schedule from week to week. Please contact 
these ladies if you are interested in helping. 

3. Every Wednesday night through the school year 
we have a special “Kid’s Club” that meets right 

after children’s choir. The children learn basic 
questions and answers, Bible verses, related 
crafts, and play lots of games to round out the 
experience.  We have a teen skit team (Hannah, 
Olivia, and Zachary Adams), teachers (Brad 
Winsted, Kate Harrington, and Karen Parker) 
and recreation leaders (David Parker, Zachary 
Adams, and Kate Harrington).  If you are avail-
able to help Wednesday night please contact 
Brad Winsted.  During the summer months 
there are Wednesday night activities as well so 
watch the bulletin for details. 

4. Special Activities during the year include Vaca-
tion Bible School (June 2

nd
 through 6

th
 this 

year), summer “Terrific Tuesday” Outings, 
Reformation Day Celebration, and quarterly 
kid’s parties (Friday night games, a cookout, 
and recognizing catechism memory work).  The 
last gathering was April 25

th
 at Brian and Kim 

Washington’s home.  We also had a special 
mission’s program during the annual mission’s 
conference at Midway led by Linda Summers 
(this year the children raised money to send 
puppets to Mexico.) 

 

Pastor Marc Harrington works with Brad Winsted in 
giving oversight and advice on this ministry and reports 
directly to the Session concerning the children’s pro-
gram.  There is a Parent Advisory Committee that meets 
periodically (Pastor Harrington is the convener) advis-
ing Marc and Brad on ways to improve the program.  
Brad Winsted, the Children’s Program Coordinator, is 
responsible for the children’s ministry at Midway and 
works with Pastor Harrington to ensure all aspects of 
the Children’s programs run smoothly and safely.   
 
SUMMARY: 
As you can see there is a place in the Children’s Pro-
gram at Midway for you.  Indeed, our covenant children 
are our future and heritage.  If we fail to bring them up 
in the training and instruction of the Lord the next gen-
eration will be a dark one, not only for our children but 
our society.  As we look at American society today we 
lament that so many children are without a Savior, 
without any hope, and make terrible choices with eter-
nal consequences.  The church of the Lord Jesus Christ 
must take its role very seriously in training parents and 
children to walk in the ways of the Lord.  We take this 
challenge seriously and pray that you also will come 
alongside us as you promise each time you take baptis-
mal vows.  Deuteronomy 6: 6-7 sums this up well: 
“These commandments that I give you today are to be 
upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you 
get up.” 
 

 

mailto:brad.winsted@midwaypca.org


Announcements 
 

 

 

Thank you to all who purchased Easter Lilies to decorate our sanctuary. 

David Martin Memory Anne Martin 

Michael & Rose Glover Memory Our Son Jimmy 

Diane Armstrong Memory Husband Ted Armstrong 

Diane Armstrong Memory Grandparents 

Beckie MacGregor  John P. MacGregor, Ch. Col. J.P. Mac-

Gregor, Mrs. Jane MacGregor 

Emily Hicks Memory Mr. & Mrs. James D. Chapman 

Emily Hicks Honor The Hicks Family – Roger, Donna, Emily 

& Barbara 

Emily Hicks Memory Mrs. Lucille S. Hicks & Rev. & Mrs. E. C. 

Scott 

 

 
Biblical Counselor and PCA Pastor, Dr. Craig Rowe, 

will be our guest speaker on Wednesday, May 7
th

 during 

the adult Bible study at 7:00 p.m. 

 
GRADUATING SENIORS – If you have a graduating 
senior, please get their information to Joel Smit at jo-
el.smit@midwaypca.org as soon as possible for recogni-
tion in the Youth Sunday evening service on May 18

th
. 

 
ALL LADIES are invited to a Baby Shower honoring 

Brittany Michelson on Saturday, May 3rd at 10:00 a.m. 

Brittany is registered at Target and Babies R Us. Contact 

Katie Edwards to help. 

 

ALL LADIES are invited to a Baby Shower honoring Siri 

Gregory on Friday, May 9
th

 at 7:00 p.m. Siri is registered 

at Babies R Us.  

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION- is 

now online at www.Midwaypca.org. Be sure to sign your 

4 - 10 year olds up for this June 2-6 event. The theme this 

year is "Incredible Journey...The Life of Paul the Apos-

tle". If you would like to volunteer please contact Brad 

Winsted at brad.winsted@midwaypca.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Midway Church family  
is cordially invited 

to celebrate the wedding of 
Lisa Richardson 

& 
Steve Thomas 

on Friday, May 23rd, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m. 
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Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark MTW Nat’l Associate – Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF Kennesaw State University 
Terry & Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Mike Cuneo, MTI, Italy 
Wayne & Ann Curles – Burma, CRM 
Roy and Kristy – Restricted, Atlanta area 
Terry Dykstra – RUF, Western Kentucky University 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter - WBT Orlando/Nigeria 
Dale and Nancy Knudson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert & Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Harry and Julie Miller - PEF, Atlanta/Bulgaria 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean & Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Jim and Catalina Tate - MTW, Ecuador 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen, MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - PEF, The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

Many tasks in the garden are repetitive and lend them-
selves to prayer. When on my knees weeding, I find my 
prayers more focused while my hands are busy. Rooting 
out particularly invasive weeds reminds me to pray 
against Satan’s many false religions that entangle so 
many nations in works based faith. We support several 
whose work is listed as restricted. This protects those 
they are mentoring who could be persecuted by their 
own families if they knew they were being called to the 
one true God. Our missionaries for last month, Roy and 
Kristy fall into this restricted category.  It is often hard to 
raise adequate support when you can’t print where you 

work or who you are reaching out to with the 
pel.  But our prayers are never restricted, neither is our 
sovereign God. 
 
Our garden is filled with plants that serve as prayer re-
minders so even a stroll in the garden brings special 
people to mind. It may be plants shared by a gardening 
friend, or plants from a country where we support mis-
sionaries. For example Japanese maples are stunning as 
they leaf out in the early spring and again when they 
wear their fall color. They help me focus on the mem-
bers of the church planting team in Japan. Read the let-
ters from the Bakelaars, Newsomes and Linda Wixon 
and you will be encourage by all God is doing in Japan.  
 
Even working in the vegetable garden brings fond mem-
ories of missionaries who shared meals with us enjoying 
the fresh from the garden veggies. The Whites who con-
tinue to serve in Taiwan love okra fried or pickled. In the 
fall when we dig sweet potatoes I always remember John 
and Liz helping us dig them up one October years ago.  
 
But you don’t have to be a gardener. Just look at labels 
for your clothing or produce. The USA eats lots of fruits 
from Mexico and Chile. Both countries recently experi-
enced earthquakes so that was yet another reminder to 
pray for the Salinas and van der Westhuizens.  Both are 
busy with new church plants in their respective coun-
tries.  
 
So use the world news to pray for the advancement of 
God’s kingdom.  Crises open people to their need for the 
Lord and strengthen the church. In Ukraine the takeover 
by Russia and the threat of more war should have us dai-
ly on our knees before the Lord on behalf of the Chris-
tians there. While Clay and Darlene Quarterman are in 
the States, they long to return to Kiev. But the Martins 
and others remain in Odessa. So please pray. 
 
To receive email letters as they come in send your email 
address to bladesg@bellsouth.net and you can be added 
to the list to receive their prayer letters. There is also a 
very faithful group who prayers every Sunday afternoon 
through all the letters and emails that come from our 
missionaries that week. You are welcome to join in to 
pray each Sunday afternoon at 5:15 in the Berean Sun-
day school room.  
 
Remember Paul the missionary to the Gentiles asked for 
prayer. Paul also tells us in I Thessalonians 5:17 to pray 
continually. 
 
Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
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