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Looking Ahead; Looking Upward 
by Rev. David Hall 

 

We’ve had a full and joyous summer at Midway. We 

began with an excellent Vacation Bible School, and our 

youth/children’s ministry have stayed in full gear the 

whole time. Special thanks to our High School Youth 

Intern Phoebe Pritchett and Children’s Ministry Intern 

Michelle Mitchell. 

 

And our Wednesday night adult study was informative 

and very good fellowship. We hope that the teachings 

will serve to have you prepared for the challenges of the 

day. 

 

It’s not too soon to plan on joining us for a study in the 

fall. If you’re not already in a Sunday School class, you 

really should enjoy the privilege of a great bible study. 

And on Wednesday nights, Pastor Harrington will re-

sume the Adult Bible Study on August 20
th
 at 7:00 PM. 

Do join us. 

 

A few special services are planned. 

 For evening service on Sept. 14, we’ll gather 

for our annual Joint Presbytery Worship service 

at 6:00 PM. 

 Oct. 23-26 will be our annual Reformation 

Worship Conference with speakers like Bob 

Godfrey, Steve Lawson, David Gordon, Doug-

las Kelly, Terry Johnson, Mark Ross, Neil 

Stewart, and more.  

 

Put the dates down! 

 

We thank the Lord for you, for your prayers and partic-

ipation, and invite you to invite others to join us as we 

grow in the Lord. 

 

 

From the Cutting Floor 

 

We ran across a provocative piece, “15 Reasons Why 

We Should Still Be Using Hymnal.” Below are a couple 

of reasons. See the whole article—and we found the 

comments particularly worthwhile—at: 

http://www.theologyinworship.com/2014/07/22/reasons

-why-we-should-still-be-using-hymnals/ 

Unfortunately, many churches have done this with their 

hymnals, but I think they are important symbols for 

worshiping congregations. Here are some of the reasons 

why. 

 

Musical 

1. Hymnals actually teach music. We’re making 

less music than ever before. Oh, to be sure, 

there’s lots of music going on around us, but 

very few people are actually making it. We’re 

just consuming it, or at the very most, singing 

along with music someone else made first. But 

even an untrained musician can look at the 

words and music in the hymnal and learn to fol-

low melodic direction and rhythmic value. 

2. Hymnals set a performance standard. Con-

temporary worship music is based on recording 

instead of notation. This is endlessly confusing, 

and it opens each song up to individual inter-

pretation. Without notation, it is exceedingly 

hard to sing well as a congregation. Hymnals 

fix that. Everybody has the same notation, so 

we all know how the song is supposed to go. 

3. Hymnals integrate the music and text. Words 

on a screen give no musical information. Hym-

nals fix that. Singers aren’t dependent upon 

learning the song by rote. 

 

http://www.theologyinworship.com/2014/07/22/reasons-why-we-should-still-be-using-hymnals/
http://www.theologyinworship.com/2014/07/22/reasons-why-we-should-still-be-using-hymnals/


Senior Pastor Cont. 
Practical 

1. Hymnals allow you to sing anywhere. When 

you depend on projection to display hymn texts, 

you’re bound to do your music making in a 

space outfitted with sufficient media. 

2. Hymnals allow people to take possession of 

the music. I know congregants that love to find 

out the next Sunday’s hymns during the previ-

ous week, so they can open up their hymnal, re-

fresh the words, and work on their part so 

they’re prepared to lend their voices. Prepara-

tion like that is one of the ways music making 

becomes a worshipful activity. Hymnals make 

it possible for people to have easy access to the 

best songs. 

3. Hymnals don’t screw things up. Unless some 

kid has ripped the page out of your hymnal, you 

know the hymn you’re looking for is going to 

be there. Technology lets us down all the time, 

and if it happens in the middle of a song or 

hymn, you’re sunk. 

4. Hymnals are as helpful as the singer needs 

them to be. It’s hard to ignore a screen, no mat-

ter how well I know the song being sung. Its 

mere presence sends most people into a trance. 

There are times I must pay close attention to the 

hymnal. I recently sang the hymn “Ye watchers 

and ye holy ones” in a service. I know of the 

hymn, and I know LASST UNS ERFREUEN, 

but I didn’t grow up singing it. I had to follow 

the entire time. I needed the hymnal. Last Sat-

urday, I sang in the choir for a funeral. It was a 

beautiful service; a reflection on a life well-

lived in service of the kingdom. When it came 

time for the final hymn, “Blessed Assurance,” I 

rose, opened the hymnal, and held it out, but 

didn’t look at it once. I long ago internalized 

every note and word of this hymn. I was free to 

look out into the congregation, making eye con-

tact, sharing the ethos of the experience with 

others. 

 

From a sermon on Mt. 15 by Dr. Robert Rayburn… 
Daniel Rowland, one of the greatest preachers of the 

18th century’s Great Awakening and the greatest 

preacher of that Awakening in Wales, a contemporary 

of George Whitefield and the Wesleys, figured that he 

would have reached full maturity in the Christian life 

when he was able to do four things consistently. 

 

1. Repent without despairing; 

2. Believe without presuming; 

3. Rejoice without levity; 

4. And be angry without sinning. 

 

And . . . Tim Challies discusses how a car salesman vir-

tually promised infinity on the reliability of a new car, 

while the warranty salesman turned around and warned 

of the tendency for every car almost to explode with 

regularity. Challies drew this parallel below. 

 

“And I realized that we, as Christians, sometimes pull 

this very sales trick when we preach the gospel and 

plead with our friends. We assure our friends that God 

has a great and wonderful plan for their lives, that put-

ting their faith in him will bring endless and untold 

blessings. We tell of all the benefits of being a Chris-

tian. Well and good. 

 

But when Jesus walked the earth, he was no salesman. 

He told those who wanted to follow him that the cost 

would be high. He told them that it would cost them 

their friends, their family, their finances, their plans, 

their comfort, and maybe even their lives. He told them 

that it would cost them everything. 

 

No wonder that our friends are suspicious. And no 

wonder so many are shocked when they make a profes-

sion of faith and immediately meet with pain and mock-

ery and deep questions and the sustained attacks of a 

Devil who wants them back. They were won with a 

sales trick—won with only half the truth. They have 

every right to be disillusioned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Music Ministry 

 
From the Music Director . . . 
 

Our children’s choirs will begin rehearsals Wednesday evening, August 20th. These choirs will sing for worship services 

several times during the school year, in addition to presenting Christmas and Spring programs. Following is a brief de-

scription of each choir: 

 

Cherubs – Beginning choir for ages K4-1
st
 grade. K-4 should be 4 years old by September 1

st
. This choir is under the di-

rection of Rebecca Michelson, assisted by Wanda Robinson and Christian Michelson, and accompanied by Cami Fish. 

The children learn beginning choral skills, beginning ear training, and the joy of singing to and about Jesus. The choir 

rehearses in the MCCS music room, 6:15-6:55 every Wednesday. 

 

Midway Singers – An intermediate level choral group for grades 2 through 5. Grade 2 should be 7 years old by Septem-

ber 1
st
. There is an emphasis on music reading skills and continued development of singing skills. These singers gain an 

understanding of how music is used in worship, and that their audience is God. The choir will be under the direction of 

Judy Dodd, accompanied by William Ashworth, and will sing for morning & evening worship services several times 

during the year. This choir rehearses in the choir rehearsal room #304, 6:15-6:55 every Wednesday. 

 

One Accord – An advanced choral ensemble for grades 6 through 12. Grade 6 must be 11 years old by September 1
st
. 

This youth choir builds on previous choral experiences, singing challenging 3- and 4-part music of a wide range of 

styles, all suitable for worship. The choir is under the direction of Abby Eller, and accompanied by Jeff Harbin. They 

will sing in morning and evening worship services several times during the year. One Accord rehearses in the Sanctuary 

choir loft, Wednesdays 6:15-6:55. 

 

Registration forms for all of these choirs may be found in the adult choir room, #304. Please register by Sunday, Au-

gust 17th, so that we may have music folders prepared for our first rehearsals. 

 

We look forward to great choirs this year! Please feel free to contact Judy Dodd, 770-422-4974, ext. 106, ju-

dy.dodd@midwaypca.org if you have any questions concerning these ensembles.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Women’s Ministry / Announcements 
 

The Circle of Grace 

Weekly Women’s Bible Study 
~ The Patriarchs of Genesis ~ 

 

The Weekly Tuesday Morning Bible Study will 
begin this Fall on August 26 at 10:00 when 
we will resume the study of Genesis.  It is in-
deed a blessing to have Carol Combs continue 
to lead our study.  We will begin with a review 
of God’s covenant with Abraham, and then 
proceed on to his family and journeys, the 
lives of Isaac & Jacob, and the sins of Jacob’s 
sons.  October & November will find us with 
Joseph in Egypt, see his encounters with his 
brothers, and learn of their future in the 
Land.  Plans are to conclude the final chapter 
of Genesis the week before Thanksgiving.    
 
If you are not already involved in an orga-
nized study of God’s Word, you are cordially 
invited to become a part of our Circle of 
Grace.  We would love to have you join us!  
We begin promptly at 10:00 each Tuesday 
morning and continue to meet weekly 
through November 18th.  During Thanksgiving 
and Christmas we take time off to participate 
in Midway Women’s Ministry activities, and 
will begin a new study in January.     
 
In addition to studying God’s Word under a 
highly capable and enthusiastic teacher, we 
share praises & prayer requests, spend time 
together in prayer, and (whenever you can) 
stay and have fellowship over lunch.  Some-
times we bring a sack lunch, sometimes visit 
a restaurant, and have at times brought a 
dish to share.  This weekly study is a wonder-

ful opportunity to dig into God’s Word with 
other women in our congregation and beyond.  
You are encouraged to come and bring a 
neighbor or friend along as well.  You will be 
blessed as you meet with other women of like 
mind to discover more about God and His 
Word.  You are encouraged to set aside the 
morning of August 26th and every Tuesday 
morning thereafter through November 18th, 
then join us in the Harvester’s classroom of 
the fellowship hall for a blessed time together.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ladies of all ages are invited to attend the Fall Kick-off 

event on Tuesday evening, August 19
th

 at 7:00 in the 

fellowship hall. Enjoy dessert and fellowship. This 

event will highlight ministries and service opportunities 

for the upcoming year. We hope you will join us! If 

childcare needs will limit your ability to attend, please 

sign up to reserve a spot for your child(ren) as soon as 

possible.  If your needs change, please 

email: Nursery@midwaypca.org as soon as you know 

of any changes. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gratefully acknowledging and thank you for the flowers 

and your kind expression of sympathy 

Our family also wishes to thank you at Midway for your 

many prayers and visits and cards of love while Bill 

was sick and now in our time of loss. 

Love in Christ, 

Barbara Hartsfield 

 

 

 

 
 

THE GYM 
 

The Gym will be closed thru October 31
st
  

for renovations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Nursery@midwaypca.org


 
 

Dinners resume September 3, 2014 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

FOR PREPARATION & CLEAN-UP. 

Clean-up is the area we usually lack sufficient volunteers. 

 

Age 16 to 60 and beyond, MALE or FEMALE, are encouraged to 

 volunteer for a commitment of at least one week per month.   

 

 
Volunteer meal free the night you work. 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION or TO VOLUNTEER CONTACT: 

Dena Clapp at 770-443-4690     ddclapp@bellsouth.net 

OR 

Debbie Taylor at 770-439-9755     georgiabug7@yahoo.com       
 

 
 

PREPARATION & SERVING TEAM 
4:00 - 6:30* 

 
 Prepare Meal 

         No experience necessary.  On the job training    
                provided.  You will be given preparation   
                instructions.   

 Serve meal starting at 5:30 (alternate severs so 
you can eat with your family). 

 Keep salad bar and serving line supplied with 
food. 

 
CLEAN UP TEAM 

5:45 - 7:30* 
 

 Wash dishes (dishwasher and/or sink) 
 Dry and put away dishes 
 Wipe down tables, clean dining room.   
 Put away salt and pepper shakers 
 Put away food 
 Take out trash 

 

 
*Times are flexible.  Let us know when you are available. 

 
 

Please prayerfully consider joining us in serving our Lord,  
our Church and our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
 

mailto:ddclapp@bellsouth.net
mailto:georgiabug7@yahoo.com


Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy – Restricted, Atlanta area 
Terry Dykstra – RUF, Western Kentucky University 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, Orlando / Nigeria 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - PEF, The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

 
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 2 
Corinthians 9:6. Summer is a busy time in the garden. 
There is harvesting, weeding, watering and more plant-
ing. I love to garden in Georgia because we can eat from 
the garden almost year round. As the spring crops dwin-
dle in the summer heat they can be pulled up and sum-
mer crops sown in their place. Then in August and Sep-
tember (if you want) you can begin again with cool 
season crops for fall. Summer months are also a busy 
time in the kitchen as the extra fruits and veggies are 
frozen or put in jars as jams, pickles, and vegetables to 
be enjoyed this winter.  
 

 
Many of our missionaries are in that time of continual 
planting and harvesting. For instance, our church plant-
ing team in Nagoya, Japan has an established church that 
is planting new churches, has started an International 
School, a seminary, college ministry and a new pro-life 
ministry to unwed mothers and abortion counseling. Be-
cause Midway provides support to Linda Wixon, the 
Baakelaar and Newsome families we get a broader pic-
ture of how God is at work there. Wayne and Amy New-
some are in the states for HMA and will be at Midway 
on August 10 with the Kannari family visiting from Ja-
pan. Mr. Kannari wants to thank the supporting churches 
for sending missionaries to Nisshin. Then on August 24 
the Fellowship and Berean Sunday school classes will be 
hosting a church-wide covered dish dinner to follow the 
morning service. The Newsomes will give a report at the 
dinner on how God’s church is growing and producing a 
harvest in Japan. Since they only come to the states eve-
ry 5 years you don’t want to miss this opportunity to 
hear from them.  They are looking forward to sharing the 
fruit of our partnership with them as we meet Japanese 
Christians from the church in Nagoya. 
 
Important missions dates: 

 Wayne and Amy Newsome will be sharing at a 
covered dish dinner following the morning ser-
vice on August 24

th
.  

 Chuck Phillips will be preaching Sunday night, 
November 30. 

 Missions Conference February 13 – 15, 2015. 
Clay Quarterman key note speaker. 

 Prayer time every Sunday afternoon at 5:15 in 
the Berean Sunday school room. 

 
Remember to pray for our Midway team in Haiti 
right now! Besides the sowing and harvesting of a new 
church plant, orphanage, medical clinic The new bible 
college is now open and Marc Harrington will be teach-
ing  class while our team is there.  
While it is fun to share tomatoes from the garden with 
friends and neighbors how much greater the impact 
would be if we also shared Jesus with them. Think of 
ways to sow gospel seeds wherever you go. 
 
-Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
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