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Prayer and Prayer Meetings 
by Rev. David Hall 
 

One of our elders recently sent this to his shepherding 

group: 

 

“We have an opportunity! 

 

As individual Christians we always have an opportunity 

to pray to our Father in heaven anytime, anywhere. 

 

We don't always have the opportunity to do that corpo-

rately. 

 

The session at Midway would like to help us have more 

opportunities for corporate prayer. 

 

Midway has had a Wednesday evening prayer meeting 

at 7:00 pm for years. That meeting is currently lead by 

Phil Dudt. If you already attend the prayer meeting 

group, great! If you haven't been able to or didn't know 

about this time to pray I've got an idea. 

 

As a member of our shepherding group, I would like to 

invite you to join me and others quarterly for a time to 

pray together. 

 

Our first opportunity to do that will be next Wednesday 

August 27 at 7:00. If we could come together for just an 

hour per quarter it would give us all an opportunity to 

get to know each other’s prayer concerns better and 

spend time in one of the most important activities any 

Christian can do, PRAY. 

 

If you are currently involved in the choir, Wednesday 

evening bible study or other church activity I am not 

asking you to forsake these important ministries. We 

want to offer everyone a chance to be involved in vari-

ous ministries of the church and I can't think of a better 

way to participate than prayer. 

 

Please mark your calendar and consider joining us next 

Wednesday evening at 7:00pm in the conference room.” 

 

I thought that email put the matter very well. Mr. Phil 

Dudt has been leading the Wednesday evening prayer 

group and does an outstanding job. Our elders and dea-

cons have agreed to support this prayer meeting more 

with their presence, and we think this is a ministry well 

worth your time. If you’re not already attending a min-

istry on Wednesday evening, or if you would like more 

emphasis on prayer, do please join in on Wednesday 

nights in the Conference room. 

 

And be encouraged by this passage from James: “The 

prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” 

(James 5:16)  

 

And place these dates on your calendar: Annual Week 

of Prayer and Fasting is planned for Oct. 13-18. 
 

 

 

The Importance of Full Participation in 

Worship and the Sacrament 
 

Most Christians love and yearn for the Lord’s Supper. 

At Midway, we are blessed to have this Sacrament 

monthly, alternating between evening and morning ser-

vices, mainly on the second Sunday of each month. We 

seek to give notice in advance so that you may prepare 

your heart in keeping with 1 Cor. 11:17-34. As such, if 

taken seriously, participation is needed in advance, dur-

ing, and immediately upon receiving the Lord’s Sup-

per.  

 



Senior Pastor Cont. 
Among the callings for a right participation in this Sacra-

ment are for the worshiper, during the Supper to be able 

“with all holy reverence and attention . . . [to] wait upon 

God in that ordinance, diligently observe the sacramental 

elements and actions, heedfully discern the Lord’s body, 

and affectionately meditate on his death and sufferings, 

and thereby stir up themselves to a vigorous exercise of 

their graces; in judging themselves, and sorrowing for sin; 

in earnest hungering and thirsting after Christ.” These are 

high and holy callings; this feast fills us when we apply 

ourselves to this means of grace.  

 

In a recent Session discussion, we reviewed how wisely 

the Westminster Larger Catechism stressed that those re-

ceiving communion should be in for the full worship ser-

vice and able to meditate and attend on the significance. 

We thought the pertinent questions from our Catechism 

might be worth a review by each church member. 

 

We are not serving communion in the Narthex or outside 

of the sanctuary in keeping with the biblical and confes-

sional teachings. Do, please, join us whenever this Sacra-

ment is offered. And do please enter into the full Wor-

ship—before, during, and after the passing of the 

elements. 

 

Westminster Larger Catechism, Q. 171. How are they 

that receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to 

prepare themselves before they come unto it? 

A. They that receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup-

per are, before they come, to prepare themselves 

thereunto, by examining themselves of their being in 

Christ, of their sins and wants; of the truth and meas-

ure of their knowledge, faith, repentance; love to God 

and the brethren, charity to all men, forgiving those 

that have done them wrong; of their desires after 

Christ, and of their new obedience; and by renewing 

the exercise of these graces, by serious meditation, 

and fervent prayer 

 

Westminster Larger Catechism, Q. 174. What is re-

quired of them that receive the sacrament of the 

Lord’s Supper in the time of the administration of it? 
A. It is required of them that receive the sacrament of 

the Lord’s Supper, that, during the time of the admin-

istration of it, with all holy reverence and attention 

they wait upon God in that ordinance, diligently ob-

serve the sacramental elements and actions, heedfully 

discern the Lord’s body, and affectionately meditate 

on his death and sufferings, and thereby stir up them-

selves to a vigorous exercise of their graces; in judg-

ing themselves, and sorrowing for sin; in earnest hun-

gering and thirsting after Christ, feeding on him by 

faith, receiving of his fullness, trusting in his merits, 

rejoicing in his love, giving thanks for his grace; in 

renewing of their covenant with God, and love to all 

the saints.  

 

Westminster Larger Catechism, Q. 175. What is the 

duty of Christians, after they have received the sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper?  

A. The duty of Christians, after they have received the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, is seriously to con-

sider how they have behaved themselves therein, and 

with what success; if they find quickening and com-

fort, to bless God for it, beg the continuance of it, 

watch against relapses, fulfill their vows, and encour-

age themselves to a frequent attendance on that ordi-

nance: but if they find no present benefit, more exactly 

to review their preparation to, and carriage at, the sac-

rament; in both which, if they can approve themselves 

to God and their own consciences, they are to wait for 

the fruit of it in due time: but, if they see they have 

failed in either, they are to be humbled, and to attend 

upon it afterwards with more care and diligence. 

 
*********************** 

Reformation Worship Conference remind-

er: Save the date for Oct. 23-26. 
 

This annual gathering is designed for all Christians and 

ministry leaders. A superb guest faculty, consisting of W. 

Robert Godfrey, Steven Lawson, Richard Phillips, Terry 

Johnson, Douglas Kelly, Jon Payne, Neil Stewart, Douglas 

Kelly, T. David Gordon, and many others will assemble 

for a rich weekend of biblical instruction, encouragement, 

and modeling of robust, reformed worship at Midway. 

Please see the entire program at 

www.reformationworship.org, and admission is free for 

church members. There’s really no reason to miss this!! 

But it would help us to know how much to prepare if you 

would please sign up. And do invite your friends.  

 

Welcome to our Ministerial Intern: Mr. 

Graham Svendsen 
 

During the second week of September, Midway will see 

the arrival of Ministerial Intern Graham Svendsen and his 

wife, Hannah (these newlyweds were recently married on 

June 28!). Both are recent graduates of Westminster Semi-

nary, California, and both are native Californians and 

long-time members of PCA churches. We will introduce 

Graham on Sept. 14
th
, and put him to work promptly. His 

job assignments have been approved and announced (see 

http://midwaypca.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/03/Midway-Internship-

Program.pdf). Graham met with and was approved by the 

Session on August 6
th

. Please join in welcoming this fine 
young couple; also, they may be looking for furniture, so 

if you have any please contact the Svendsens at gra-

ham.svendsen@gmail.com or call the church office or 

contact Ben or Heidi Thomas. 

 

http://www.reformationworship.org/
http://midwaypca.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Midway-Internship-Program.pdf
http://midwaypca.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Midway-Internship-Program.pdf
http://midwaypca.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Midway-Internship-Program.pdf
mailto:graham.svendsen@gmail.com
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Announcements / Women’s Ministry 
 

 
To all my Brothers and Sisters at Midway, 

Thank you for the cards and calls and especially for your 

prayers, our merciful God heard them and has responded. 

Slowly but surely, He is healing me. God Bless you all! 

Harold Mills 

 

 

 

ANNUAL WEEK OF PRAYER AND FASTING: 

OCTOBER 13-18, 2014 

Our annual week of prayer and fasting begins October 

13 and ends October 18, 2014. During that week, you 

are encouraged to fast one meal a day and use that time 

to pray. In the coming weeks, you will see bulletin an-

nouncements to help you focus your prayers. On Octo-

ber 17, we begin our 24-hour prayer and fast. During 

this time, you are encouraged if you are able to come to 

the 1905 sanctuary and pray for an hour. We will begin 

at 8 a.m. and continue through the night until 8 a.m. on 

Saturday. During the overnight hours, there will be a 

member of the staff, session, or diaconate present to 

pray. Please, let us keep the chain unbroken if possible! 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER  

FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH  

November 2, 2014 

Look for details to come in October and November! 

 
 
 
 

MIDWAY LIBRARY 
The Midway Library contains many excellent resources 

for theological study and a wide variety of other topics. 

There is also a large selection of adult fiction books. In 

the children’s collection, there are picture books, “easy” 

readers, non-fiction, and fiction titles. All church mem-

bers have access to the library which is located outside 

of the fellowship hall across from the beverage cen-

ter.   Self-service check out procedures are posted on 

the desk.  On Wednesday nights during September, stop 

by between 5:15 and 6:45 PM to see what our library 

offers and to become familiar with our online database. 

 

 

 

 
RUTH CIRCLE 

All ladies at Midway – young, middle-aged, and “sea-

soned”: - are invited to join with Ruth Circle as we re-

sume our monthly meetings Tuesday, September 16
th
. 

Ruth Circle is a loving fellowship of ladies who meet 

together the third Tuesday of each month for Bible 

Study, prayer, and sharing as sisters in Christ. We are 

currently studying a book from the “Seeing Jesus in the 

Old Testament” series by Nancy Guthrie. The particular 

book we are using is “The Son of David – Seeing Jesus 

in the Historical Books,” and although it has been a 

vigorous study thus far, it has been richly rewarding and 

well worth the effort. Each month’s lesson stands on its 

own, so new members should not worry about being 

behind, although you may well want to independently 

study those we’ve already done for your own enrich-

ment, they are good! 

 

We would so welcome and love to have anyone join us 

at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Sunday School class-

room, Tuesday, September 16
th
. Nursery services are 

available and as your schedule permits, go to lunch with 

us, too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy – Restricted, Atlanta area 
Terry Dykstra – RUF, Western Kentucky University 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, Orlando / Nigeria 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - PEF, The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

In John 15:1, 2, Jesus said, I am the true vine and my Fa-
ther is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he 
trims clean so that it will be even more fruitful.  
 
The end of summer brings ripe muscadine grapes. A south-
ern native, muscadines are pest and disease free, which 
makes them so easy to grow here in Georgia. Grapes and 
products from the vine, like raisins and wine, are men-
tioned throughout the Bible. Grapevines are the first culti-
vated plant mentioned in Genesis. Following the flood, No-
ah planted a vineyard.  Israel is compared to a vine in the 
books of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Hosea. Jesus used the par-
able of the tenants caring for his vineyard to rebuke the 
teachers of the law and the priests. And God is looking for 
fruit from His people today.  

 
For me, Sunday, August 24 was almost as good as a mis-
sions conference. That morning Wayne Newsome gave the 
pastoral prayer and then following a covered dish lunch he 
gave an update on the church planting team in Nagoya, Ja-
pan. Midway has been supporting Wayne and Amy since 
they first went to Japan in 1991. Wayne related some of the 
difficulties of sharing the gospel in that country. Japanese 
culture expects perfection and this expectation leads to de-
pression and a high suicide rate. Also there are some 
186,000 registered religions in Japan so those who evange-
lize with the gospel are lumped together with harmful cults. 
But God has blessed the MTW team with the fruit of a 
thriving church and several church plants as well as an in-
ternational school, seminary, college ministry and home for 
unwed mothers. 
 
That evening our Midway Haiti team shared about their ex-
periences and the fruitful work that is being done by Jean 
Paul and Reformation Hope, Inc.:  the opening of the Bible 
College, medical clinic and ongoing care for the orphans. It 
was great to hear from those who went on a mission trip for 
the first time. They all want to go back.  
 
The next opportunity for a good old fashion covered dish 
lunch will be September 14 with Bob and Patty Meredith 
reporting on their work with the Navigators in Africa. They 
will also be speaking in the Explorers Sunday school class 
that morning.  So bring some food and plan to stay for fel-
lowship and a missionary report following the morning 
worship service. 
 
Missionaries of the month for September are Wes and 
Kelly Calton, RUF at Kennesaw State University. They are 
busy following up with literally hundreds of emails ob-
tained at orientations during the summer and regular week-
ly events have begun. During Tuesday night worship ser-
vices Wes will be preaching through Ephesians, "Life in 
Christ" as well as small group bible studies. They appreci-
ate all of your prayers including those for energy as we 
seek to reach new students for Christ and equip many stu-
dents already involved to serve, all to the glory of Christ. 
 
Upcoming missions opportunity: 
September 14 
  Covered dish lunch with Bob and Patty Meredith   
 
November 30 
  Chuck Phillips will be preaching Sunday night,.   
 
February 13 – 15, 2015 
  Missions Conference 
      Clay Quarterman key note speaker. 
 
Prayer time every Sunday afternoon at 5:15 in the Berean 
Sunday school room. 
Remember, God is looking for fruit from his people today. 
Supporting missions is a good start. 
 
Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
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