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Reformation Worship Conference, Oct 23-26: 

An annual highlight, don’t miss it! 
by Rev. David Hall 
 

As October begins, you should ALL have the dates for 

our annual worship Conference on your Calendars. We 

have announced this and will ask each Sunday School 

class to announce aspects of this over the next month. 

 

This conference is, in short, an awesome time. It costs 

you no money, and as a member of Midway, all we ask 

is that your register so that we can plan food and seat-

ing. You can go to a national conference and pay for 

hotels + $295.00 for registration + travel + meals . . . or 

you can have all of this tremendous content brought 

in for free. Don’t Miss this!! 

 

Among this year’s highlights: 

 Steve Lawson will be teaching on what makes 

good sermons on the morning of Oct. 23. 

 Dr. Lawson and Dr. Robert Godfrey (regulars at 

Ligonier Conferences) will be preaching on the 

Psalms in worship services. 

 Judy Dodd has arranged incredible music for 

our Prelude Recitals. Organist Jeff Harbin will 

be playing for worship services. 

 Also preaching will be Neil Stewart and Rick 

Phillips. 

 Great seminars will be offered by Drs. Douglas 

Kelly, Mark Ross, Terry Johnson, T. David 

Gordon, and others. 

 Friends, new and old, will return. The fellow-

ship, snacks, and meals are wonderful. 

 Seasoned pastors like Irfon Hughes, Roland 

Barnes, and Steve Lawson will present work-

shops. Young pastors like Jon Payne, Josh 

Buice, and others will present great talks. 

 Reformation Heritage Books will return with 

the best book tables you’ll find—anywhere. 

 

During each workshop period, one can choose from 

very practical topics to serious theological topics. All 

will point to Scripture and worship that is pleasing to 

the Lord.  

 

This is a blessed opportunity. Don’t Miss it! Ask your 

elders, pastors, or other participants from previous years 

why you should come. And join us. 

 

For full details, see the brochures or 

www.reformationworship.org. 

Why not help also by recruiting some friends.  
 

************************************************** 
 

What in the World is God Doing? 
 

I recently spoke at a Missions Conference in South Car-

olina. Prior to that, I gave our Elders a few statistical 

notes that I want to share with you as well. Did you 

know, for example, that as far as God’s work through-

out the world that: 
 

 In Africa, the majority of Anglicans are now 

under 30, black, and opposed to homosexuality. 

Among Evangelical Anglicans, the rise of Afri-

can bishops is leading to a return to Scripture. 

The number of African bishops within Angli-

canism has risen from 80 in 1978 to 175 in 

1988, and to 300 by 1998.  

 In 1803, 1%@ of Protestants lived in Asia, Af-

rica, and Latin America. Today, it is 67%. 

 In 1900, 75% of Christians were white and 

western. By 2000 75% of Christians were non-

white and non-western.  

 “The Christian center of gravity has shifted 

southward to the Third World, which now has 

59 percent of all Christians. A recent study pro-

jects this growth to come from the Pentecostals 

and Charismatics who will account for a third 
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 of all Christians by 2025.” [Source: Desmond 

S. C. Soh, From The Holy Spirit: Unfinished 

Agenda (2014), “The Holy Spirit and Mis-

sions”] 

Moreover, the Lord is doing amazing work in China. 

The following are gleanings from Bruce Baugus, Chi-

na’s Reforming Churches: Mission, Polity, and Ministry 

in the Next Christendom (Reformation Heritage Books. 

Kindle Edition) 
 

 “More people go to church on Sunday in China 
than in the whole of Europe,” BBC News Mag-
azine recently reported. China is now home to 
more evangelical believers than any other na-
tion, and the church continues to grow and 
make inroads in every level of Chinese society. 
Today, tens of millions of Chinese profess faith 
in Jesus Christ.”   

 China has 1.35B people. US cities like Dallas 
or Baltimore would be considered medium 
sized cities. There are tens of millions of unreg-
istered (largely evangelical) Christians in China 
today. 

 Protestant missionaries arrived in China in the 
early 19th century, led by Robert Morrison in 
1807 from the London Missionary Society. 
Morrison, a Scottish Presbyterian, labored for 
27 years and saw about 10 converts. Between 
1870-1940, Hudson Taylor and the China In-
land Mission evangelized broadly. Foreign 
Protestant missionaries at work in China hit 
their “high-water mark of more than 8000 in the 
1920s,” while “Chinese Protestants… [were] 
reaching about 500,000 before the storms of 
mass nationalism hit.” 

 Then the rise of nationalism and communism 
almost extinguished Christianity, driving it un-
derground—where it flourished! A religion un-
to itself, Communism, seemingly had van-
quished Christianity and all other religious 
competitors, even Confucianism, and ushered in 
the most thoroughly secular society the world 
had yet seen.” Still, “Protestants increased their 
numbers by a factor of five or six…from 1966 
to 1978.” This “very rapid growth rate” trans-
lates into roughly “five to six million 
Protestants” by the end of a decade when many 
were actually predicting the end of religion in 
China.  

 Then, during the 1990s, an even more remarka-
ble and unexpected turn occurred: as the rate of 
growth in rural China moderated, the church 
began to thrive in urban areas among the well-
educated and culturally influential classes. By 
2000, the Center for the Study of Global Chris-

tianity (CSGC) reported 89,056,000 Christians 
in China.   

 By 2008, an article in The Economist reported 
““Zhou Xiao, a former Communist Party offi-
cial and convert to Christianity,” claiming 
“there are up to 130m Christians in China.” 
This number, the article reports, was supposed-
ly confirmed to ChinaAid, also in 2008, by the 
director of the government bureaucracy respon-
sible for overseeing religion. Others have of-
fered somewhat lower numbers, but even 
CSGC’s conservative estimate projects there 
will likely be 135,190,000 professing Christians 
in China by 2025. 

 With about 8% of the population now associat-
ing with Christianity that is larger than Confu-
cianism or Communism. “China appears to be 
home to more evangelical believers than any 
other nation, and the church continues to grow 
and make inroads in every level of Chinese so-
ciety, from peasant farmers and factory workers 
to the cultured elite.”   

 Baugus asserts, “Reformed theology is being 
disseminated and embraced throughout China; 
Reformed confessions of faith are being trans-
lated or written and adopted; new attention is 
being paid to worship, preaching, and leader-
ship; local congregations and in a few cases en-
tire networks are being organized or reor-
ganized along presbyterian lines; Reformed 
seminaries are being established throughout the 
country; a Chinese presbyterian polity has been 
drawn up; presbyteries are being formed in var-
ious places.” 

  “In the tumultuous thirty-year period immedi-
ately prior to the establishment of the People’s 
Republic of China on October 1, 1949, the 
North China Theological Seminary (NCTS) 
was the center for the propagation of the Re-
formed faith in the Middle Kingdom and ex-
plains that tradition’s vigorous and persistent 
influence there. In this drama no one was more 
significant—and subsequently more neglect-
ed—than its founder and first president, the 
towering figure of Watson McMillan Hayes 
(1857–1944), protégé of Benjamin Breckin-
ridge Warfield.  

 In 1936, there was a Laiyang presbytery, fueled 
by Korean missionaries.  

 One benefit of the Communist takeover: Theo-
logical liberalism was checked. Charles Chao’s 
son, Jonathan Chao, became a leader in the 
Chinese Reformed church. He began visiting 
China again in the 1980s, and a steady stream 
of sound reformed literature has been available 
since that time.    
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 Recently, a bulletin from Westminster Theolog-

ical Seminary estimated that the Reformed 

church in China is maybe five million people. 

So this is actually very significant in terms of 

numbers. This is actually more than the PCA in 

America or than the HapDong church in Korea, 

which has three million in the Reformed Chris-

tian community. 

 

Maybe we should all go back and re-read Matthew 

16:18 and Matthew 13:31-35.    
 

***************************** 
 

CUTTING FLOOR...  

One of our speakers at our upcoming Worship confer-

ence is Dr. Terry Johnson of the Independent Presbyter-

ian Church in Savannah. He has a fine forthcoming 

commentary on The Gospel of Matthew. In it he com-

ments on Jesus’ transfiguration and his disciples’ ten-

dency to overlook his call to suffering. 

 

“Several years ago Dr. James I. Packer, Professor of 

Theology at Regents College, Vancouver, BC, wrote an 

article entitled, “A View from a Jacuzzi” (later repub-

lished with other material as Hot Tub Religion). With 

tongue-in-cheek, Packer relates his experience of North 

American jacuzzis with modern man’s religious expec-

tations. 

 

“As I sat there savoring jacuzziness, cracking small 

jokes and adjusting to the feel of being bubbled over 

from all angles, it struck me that the jacuzzi is the per-

fect symbol of the modern route in religion. The jacuzzi 

experience is sensuous, relaxing, floppy, laid-back: not 

in any way demanding, whether intellectually or other-

wise, but very, very nice, even to the point of being 

great fun. . . . Many today want Christianity to be like 

that, and labor to make it so. The ultimate step, of 

course, would be to clear church auditoriums of seats 

and install jacuzzis in their place; then there would nev-

er be any attendance problems. Meantime, many 

churches, evangelists, and electronic religionists are al-

ready offering occasions which we are meant to feel are 

the next best thing to a jacuzzi – namely, happy gather-

ings free from care, real fun times for all. Happiness has 

been defined as a warm puppy; this kind of religion pro-

jects happiness in the form of a warm welcome to all 

who tune or drop in; a warm choir with a schmaltzy 

swing; a warm, back-scratching use of words in prayer 

and preaching; and a warm cheerful afterglow (another 

jacuzzi touch). To the question, where is God? the an-

swer which these occasions actually project, never mind 

what is said, is: in the preacher’s pocket. Soothing for 

sure; but is it faith? Worship? Service of God? Is godli-

ness the real name of this game? 

 

“As I jacuzzied on, slumping deeper into uninhibited 

floppiness, I saw why the chromium plated folk religion 

of which I am speaking has gained such a hold. Modern 

life strains us. We get stimulated till we are dizzy. Rela-

tionships are brittle; marriages break; families fly apart; 

business is a cut-throat rat-race, and those not at the top 

feel themselves mere cogs in another’s machine. Auto-

mation and computer technology have made life faster 

and tenser, since we no longer have to do the time-

consuming routine jobs over which our grandparents 

used to relax their minds. We have to run more quickly 

than any generation before us simply to stay where we 

are. No wonder, then, that when modern Western man 

turns to religion (if he does – most don’t), what he 

wants is total tickling relaxation, the sense of being at 

once soothed, supported and effortlessly invigorated: in 

short, jacuzzi religion. He asks for it, and up folk jump 

to provide it. What jacuzzi religion illustrates most 

clearly is the law of demand and supply.”      (Hot Tub 

Religion, 68-69) 

 

What Packer discloses is a counterfeit of the real thing. 

Those who are unwilling to pay the price are clearly de-

nied the benefits. The bias against suffering will have to 

be removed if the disciples are to benefit from their re-

lationship to Jesus. Suffering must be looked squarely 

in the eye and fully accepted if one is to be saved. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

 
To our beloved Church Family: 

There are no words to adequately express what is in our 

hearts to thank you for all you have done and meant to our 

family during this difficult time. The prayers, cards, flow-

ers, meals, hugs, and shoulders to cry on have been key to 

our healing. You all have reached out to us in ways we did 

not think possible, but we all would like to especially 

thank the Women In the Church, the very mortar that 

holds our church family together, for all they have done as 

well as our brothers and sisters in the choir for their amaz-

ing hymn during the service. We all continue to covet your 

prayers for healing our broken hearts over losing Kris, but 

the Lord is merciful and fills us with strength and we rest 

in the knowledge that there will be a great reunion in 

Heaven. 

 

With all our love and in His Service, 

The Warren and Joiner families 

 

 

USHERS NEEDED 
We are currently seeking new ushers to serve during the 

morning worship services.  For further information, please 

contact Steve Bell or one of the other deacons. 

 

 

 

ANNUAL WEEK OF PRAYER AND FASTING: 

OCTOBER 13-18, 2014 

Our annual week of prayer and fasting begins October 

13 and ends October 18, 2014. During that week, you 

are encouraged to fast one meal a day and use that time 

to pray. In the coming weeks, you will see bulletin an-

nouncements to help you focus your prayers. On Octo-

ber 17, we begin our 24-hour prayer and fast. During 

this time, you are encouraged if you are able to come to 

the 1905 sanctuary and pray for an hour. We will begin 

at 8 a.m. and continue through the night until 8 a.m. on 

Saturday. During the overnight hours, there will be a 

member of the staff, session, or diaconate present to 

pray. Please, let us keep the chain unbroken if possible! 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER  

FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH  

November 2, 2014 

Look for details to come in October and November! 

 

 

 

REFORMATION CELEBRATION NIGHT 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
ST

  
Get your costumes ready! Join us for a meal, then a 

Reformation skit then lots of games in the gym. We 

will need some teen and adult volunteers to help man 

the games in the gym following the meal and teach-

ing time. Contact Brad Winsted if you can help. 

 
 
 

Senior Saints Luncheon 
to honor Midway’s Senior Saints 

 
Tuesday, October 28th at 12:00 

 
Midway Fellowship Hall 

 
Hosted by the Women’s Ministry 

 
RSVP to womensministry@midwaypca.org or 

to Amanda Hall (770)853-1968 
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Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy – Restricted, Atlanta area 
Terry Dykstra – RUF, Western Kentucky University 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, Orlando / Nigeria 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - PEF, The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

October brings a renewed call to prayer at Midway. I 
would urge you to include our missionaries in your 
prayers at home, Sunday school and bible studies. I have 
never met a missionary who didn’t covet your prayers 
for their ministry and family. Take some time to get to 
know them and you will be challenged and blessed. 
Their recent letters are posted around the world map 
across from the serving line. The Missionary Directory 
can give you more information to help you pray more 
specifically. Do take advantage of opportunities to hear 
an update when they are at Midway. 
 
On September 14, the Explorers class hosted Bob and 
Patty Meredith during their Sunday school time and for a 
church wide covered dish luncheon. Bob gave a great 

update on their work with The Navigators in Africa. 
When they first went to Kenya 28 years ago there were 
40 expatriates on the Navigator staff. Today they are the 
only two there who aren’t Africans. In Zambia they be-
gan discipling university students. The relationships con-
tinued as the students married and moved into the work 
force. Fourteen years later the Merediths had worked 
themselves out of a job turning The Navigator work over 
to fully trained national leaders. Moving back to Kenya, 
Bob now helps the national leadership staff in 30 Afri-
can countries as CFO. One prayer request was for access 
for the Nav ministry to go into more countries as there 
are 54 on the African continent. 
 
In John 16:33 Jesus told his disciples, ‘in me you may 
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world’.  But as Bob pointed 
out trouble or pressure can be useful. Pressure often 
yields a different product. Pressure changes carbon to 
coal to diamonds. Pressure changes grapes to juice to 
wine.  Even after all these years in Africa, Bob noted 
that he is still learning. The gospel needs to be transfera-
ble to the culture to be relevant – not the way it was 
done in the USA or at UGA or by Bob. Many years ago 
Patty was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease (that is a 
pressure that affects daily life).  At her checkups the doc-
tors continue to be surprised at how well she is doing, 
which Patty contributes to God answering the many 
prayers offered on her behalf. Please do pray that she 
could continue to function as Bob’s partner. Having her 
to travel with him is very important in the culture and al-
lows her to minister to the women. 
 
Missionaries of the month for October are Wayne and 
Ann Curles. Ten years ago they founded Myanmar Bible 
Seminary.  109 graduates have gone on to preach and 
teach, in many cases, as national missionaries in that 
90% Burmese Buddhist country.  They have received a 
request for more teaching for the pastors of the Lisu 
Tribe in Yunnan Province in China. All of these students 
are eager to learn and take what they hear back to their 
churches and families.  
 
Upcoming missions opportunities: 
November 30 - Chuck Phillips preaching Sunday night 
February 13 – 15, 2015 - Missions Conference  

Clay Quarterman key note speaker. 
 
Prayer time for missions every Sunday afternoon at 5:15 
in the Berean Sunday school room. 
 
Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
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