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Happy New Year 
by David Hall 
 

As I am reflecting on 2014, our church has had a fantas-

tic year.  

 

* We’ve seen stable attendance and the addition of new 

members; 

* Our Young Married Fellowship continues to grow and 

reach out; 

* We have 3 new elders and 5 new deacons, along with 

a mature leadership culture; 

* Our giving is quite good, and it was a signal joy to 

praise our God together for the retirement of our church 

debt; 

* The plan to move ahead in selfless giving to help oth-

ers will be a continuing joy over the coming years; 

* Our bible studies are well attended--weekly learning 

continues. 

 

And there is much more to do. Will we grow in prayer, 

outreach, and mission? Those are likely our next chal-

lenges. 

Some years are better than others, but I, for one, 

don’t know why we should not expect other good years. 

Should we not, as this new year dawns, believe that our 

good God will continue to bless and prosper his church? 

With all the promises of God, we face the future in faith 

and hope. Love, too, will guide us.  

Our family wishes you and your families all 

God’s blessings in the coming year. We thank the Lord 

for you. My wife says it better than I below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GUEST COLUMN 
 

************ 
 

Dear Midway Family,  
 
We are so thankful for you! As one year ends and a year 
begins I always try to figure out what the big lesson has 
been that the Lord has been teaching me month by 
month. This year it’s been a very simple lesson. We 
have been blessed with a wonderful family. We are be-
yond thankful for our parents, our children, their spous-
es, and of course our grandgirls! But as fabulous as they 
are, we have needed more. We have needed . . . a 
church. We thank you so much for being that for us. For 
your constant encouragement, for your sweet friend-
ship, for your notes, your hugs, and most of all for your 
prayers, we thank you with all of our hearts. We have 
needed a church, and whatever circumstances you find 
yourself in as 2015 begins, dear loved ones, you do too.  
 
Our families are not enough. God didn’t design them to 
be enough. When He places us in a church He blesses 
us in so many ways we would never experience by our-
selves, within the walls of our houses. He gives us rela-
tionships with believers across the wide span of life. 
Our friends can be half our age or twice our age. They 
can be at the same stage of life we are in or they can be 
totally removed from that. We may find we have lots in 
common, or we may not have a single thing in common 
besides our faith. And we discover that is more than 
enough. Regardless of the differences, we can be knit 
together by being side by side in worship, at a Bible 
Study, in a Sunday school class, serving in a ministry 
together. God erases our differences. In church life, He 
gives us community and family. Are you enjoying that? 
Is it a blessing to you? If it isn’t, could this be the year 
you grow in the means of grace? Could prayer, the sac-
raments, and the Word of God become more amazing to 
you and could He knit you together even more closely 
with His body at Midway? 



Senior Pastor Cont. / Announcements 
As 2014 began, we didn’t know what the Lord had in 
store for us. Of course this new year is the same way. 
None of us ever know. But God does know, and He 
goes before us and paves the way for us. He gets us 
ready for what comes next. Sometimes He prepares us 
for great joy so that when it comes we can stop and 
soak up all the goodness of the moment. Just bask in it! 
I think of our Sunday School lessons from the Gospel of 
Mark that opened my eyes anew to the wonders of our 
Saviour and His work on our behalf. Some were so apt . 
. . Joel’s lessons on Psalms for the despondent, Marc’s 
lessons on Wednesday nights. One in particular was on 
the Israelites grumbling and the manna. What a tiny 
thing I think grumbling is, but how big a sin it is to 
God. How convicting to this grumbler! What if I had 
missed these lessons? How impoverished and ill-
prepared I would have been to meet the challenges of 
this year. What is the manna God is providing that I 
despise? How many times I have come back to these 
excellent teachings. And what a joy to study and learn 
with you. To talk about these lessons later and to be re-
minded by my wonderful friends of God’s faithfulness 
is such a merciful thing. As John 1:16 says, “From the 
fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing 
after another.” 
 

In life at Midway we rejoice together over births, bap-
tisms, graduations, new jobs and good doctor’s reports. 
We get to hear our little itty bitty singers and our fabu-
lous adult choirs lead us in song. We can go on mis-
sions trips or pray for our missionaries and send gifts 
their way. We can welcome brand new friends that the 
Lord graciously sends right into the midst of us, and 
wonder what we did without them. We can be ecstatic 
that our church building has now been paid for, and 
God has retired that debt and given us money to help 
His church in many different ways and many different 
places. Together we celebrate. And we also have the 
privilege of weeping together and of realizing that a loss 
in one of our dear families is a loss to us all. One year 
ago, we did not know how much we would all miss our 
precious Donna and our dear Kris. We always will--and 
others, too. We are a church family. How much has God 
blessed us all. We are stronger together because that is 
how He made us.  
 

As you think of how your family will begin the new 
year, I want to encourage you to give your family the 
best things you can. Many of the gifts you so carefully 
chose for Christmas are already broken, torn, lost, or 
forgotten about. You know they are! Give yourself, 
your spouse, your children or grandchildren, your 
friends, something better. Give them a church home 
week after week. Come be a part of worship morning 
and evening. Let the Sabbath become for you the de-
light God says it is. If it isn’t a delight to you, do you 
think it’s because God is wrong, or because maybe we 
are? Join a Sunday School class. Come to a Bible 

Study. Have dinner at church on Wednesday night. If 
you work late, come to Bible study, prayer meeting, or 
choir at 7. Find a ministry that needs your time. Plan 
now to be at the spring missions conference with the 
Quartermans from Ukraine and mark your calendars to-
day for the October Worship Conference. The church 
does for us what nothing else on earth can. It points our 
eyes to the eternal. 1 Corinthians 4:18 tells us to “Fix 
our eyes not on what is seen but on what is unseen, 
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal.” Let this be a new year where more than ever 
you taste and see that the Lord is good. We all need a 
church. Enjoy living and serving in yours. We will too. 
May God bless us richly as we serve Him together. We 
love you! 
****************************************************** 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
If you would like to receive preprinted envelopes, please 
sign up on the table in the back of the sanctuary. If you 
have already signed up, please pick up your envelopes at 
this same table. 
 

COMMUNICANTS’ CLASS 
If your son/daughter is interested in joining the church as a 

communicant member or wants to know more about the 

church, Ben Thomas will be offering a six-week course on 

the basics of the faith. This course will begin Jan. 11
th

. 

Please email to register your child: 

ben.thomas@midwaypca.org.  

 

MEN OF THE COVENANT 
The monthly MOC breakfast is scheduled to resume in Jan-

uary. We are seeking volunteers to help with preparation & 

cleanup. We hope to have enough volunteers to form a ro-

tating schedule. If you’re interested in helping contact, 

Hugh Lewis hrlewis@bellsouth.net 770-428-6893. 

 

MIDWAY COVENANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
Will be hosting an Open House on Thursday, January 

22
nd

 at 7:00 p.m. Tours are also given on Wednesday 

mornings at 9:30 or another time can be scheduled by call-

ing the school office, 770-590-1866. Applications will be 

received in the MCCS office from church families begin-

ning Monday, January 26
th 

and from the public on Mon-

day, February 2
nd

. You may pick up an application or print 

the information from the school website, 

www.midwayschool.org. Applications are processed as 

received. Early submission of applications is encouraged. 

 

BABY SHOWER 

All ladies are invited to a baby shower for Amanda Hall 

on January 24
th

 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
Amanda and Andrew are expecting a girl and are regis-

tered at Carousel Designs, Target and Babies R Us. If you 

would like to help please contact Kim Jones kimberly-

bjones@Remax.net.  

mailto:ben.thomas@midwaypca.org
mailto:hrlewis@bellsouth.net
http://www.midwayschool.org/
mailto:kimberlybjones@Remax.net
mailto:kimberlybjones@Remax.net


Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy – Restricted, Atlanta area 
Terry Dykstra – RUF, Western Kentucky University 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, Orlando / Nigeria 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - PEF, The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

With Thanksgiving and Christmas over the mailbox is 

filling with garden catalogs. But why garden when most 

any store within driving distance has fruits, vegetables 

and flowers readily available? And they come in fresh, 

dried, canned and frozen forms. Personally I enjoy being 

outside. I also like the satisfaction of having flowers 

from the garden on the table, or in view through a win-

dow and fresh food to eat that I know has no chemicals. 

When you grow your own plants from seeds or cuttings 

it is a very thrifty way to live not to mention the exercise 

and fresh air you get as you tend your garden. Spiritually 

gardening gives the mind freedom to pray and meditate 

on God’s blessings while tending to more mundane 

tasks. Being outside also puts you in tune with the sea-

sons and God’s rhythm in creation. Homemade gifts 

from the garden carry a little bit of the gardener’s heart 

with them.  

 

In many cultures that aren’t secularized and living in 

large urban areas, the people make use of all that is 

around them for building houses, musical instruments, 

making their clothes and feeding their families. I have 

always been drawn to other cultures to see how they 

have lived with what God has provided. Our country is 

such a huge melting pot of cultures the origins of many 

traditions and foods are difficult to trace. The Bible on 

the other hand has preserved the culture of when it was 

written. As we study it the truths contained go deep into 

our hearts.  

 

Nothing has the power to change lives like God’s Word. 

God’s Word is the key to evangelism and through it God 

gives life, hope and peace in the midst of trials. We sup-

port missionaries because they are in the ministry of 

changing lives. They bring hope and forgiveness of sins 

to those who are walking in the darkness of works based 

false religions.  

 

Our missionaries of the month for January are Tim and 

Lois Hunter who work with Wycliffe Bible Translators. 

When the Word of God is available in a person’s heart 

language, it speaks with a richness and clarity that no 

other language can convey, yet many people still don’t 

have a translation in their own language.  Wycliffe Bible 

Translators and SIL are committed to promoting transla-

tion, literacy and the Scriptures so that all people can 

understand the message of God’s love in their own lan-

guage.  

 

Our annual Missions Conference is set for February 13 – 

15 with Clay Quarterman as our keynote speaker. Clay, 

Darlene and their four sons moved to Odessa, Ukraine 

when the iron curtain fell and have been serving there 

since 1993. The boys are grown and married. Clay and 

Darlene now live in Kiev where he is president of the 

Evangelical Reformed Seminary of Ukraine. His text for 

the conference will be Ephesians 4 with the theme ‘Your 

Spiritual Gifts and the Growth of the Church’. Following 

a list of spiritual gifts in I Corinthians 12, Paul concludes 

with the reminder that these gifts must be used in love.  

 

It is a new year and thoughts turn to what will I do with 

it? The teaching at the conference will help you answer 

the question of how would God have me serve my fami-

ly, church and community?  

 

Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
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