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Outreach-ing  
by Pastor Smit 

There is no other subject perhaps other than tith-

ing that is more dreaded and feared than evangelism and 

outreach. It hits on all of ours social fears. We are com-

fortable with who we are and who we know, and we don’t 

really want to break out of that comfort zone. As a result 

we dismiss our need to be involved in this critical ministry 

and think, “Isn’t that what pastors and missionaries are 

for?” 

It is true that not all are called in the same manner 

or level of involvement when it comes to evangelism and 

outreach, however all of us are called. We cannot be a dis-

ciple of Christ without it. 1 Peter tells us that we must 

“always be prepared to give an answer for the hope that is 

within us” (3:15).  So how do we go about this work of 

outreach and do it as a part of our natural routine of life? 

First, we need to remember the Gospel. I’m not 

implying that we do not know the Gospel, or couldn’t give 

a good defense of it. I’m positive each of us could. What I 

am saying is that we need to remember what we believe 

concerning the Gospel because this will directly impact 

our method of evangelism. The first thing we need to re-

member is that the Gospel is not primarily about us. It is 

about God, and about what he has done in Christ. Other 

than that we are desperate sinner, dead in our sins and 

transgressions, we add nothing to our salvation. We cannot 

save ourselves. This is true of us, as well as those that we 

are seeking out. This reality reminds us that it is not pri-

marily what I say or do that is going to bring about con-

version, it must be a work of the Holy Spirit. This takes 

the pressure from us to try to seek results and allows us to 

focus on what is most important, which is being faithful to 

the task of reaching out.  

Second, we need to begin with prayer. As men-

tioned, this is a spiritual task and it would be futile without 

the Spirit’s help so we need to be in prayer. We need to 

first pray for ourselves that we would have a heart to for 

those that do not know the Lord. Such a heart does not 

come naturally, but the more we treasure Christ and the 

salvation that we have received, the more we will desire 

others to experience it as well. Second, we need to be spe-

cifically praying for people that the Lord has brought into 

our life that do not know the Lord. Perhaps it’s a neighbor, 

a coworker, a friend, or a family member. Maybe we do 

not know them well but we know that it is not an accident 

that we have come in contact with them.  Pray that the 

Lord would begin to open doors for conversation and that 

their hearts would be prepared to receive what the Lord 

might do in them.  

Third, we need to plan. Much does not happen 

in life without some forethought and planning. We are all 

busy and if we do not intentionally plan, it will not take 

place. I have to admit, this is one of my weak points. Too 

often I think that I will get around to it, or if it is supposed 

to happen it will happen. This rarely works. Once on a 

family vacation my wife asked me if I had had any signifi-

cant spiritual conversations. I hadn’t, but I did not want to 

admit it, so I told her that I was waiting for the right mo-

ment (sounds good, right?). My wife rightly corrected me 

by saying, “Don’t wait for the moment, make the mo-

ment.”  If we do not make moments to reach out through 

intentional planning we will probably not do it.  

Fourth, we need to prepare. This point might 

seem the same as the point previously stated, but what I 

mean by this is we need to prepare what we may (or may 

not) say when given the opportunities. Similar to with 

planning, few of us can have serious conversation about 

spiritual matter without thinking through the subject be-

forehand. This does not mean that we need to memorize or 

be rote in our speech but having some basic concepts and 

phrases will be helpful to frame the conversation.  

Fifth, we need to look for opportunities. Once 

we have prayed, planned, and prepared then we need to be 

looking for opportunities for open doors – and there will 

be! Perhaps it will take place in a casual conversation. 

Maybe with some we will need to be more intentional and 

invite them out for breakfast or lunch. This might be the 

most frightening part (actually stepping out and opening 

our mouth about spiritual things) but it is also the most ex-

citing when we see the Lord answering prayer. When this 

does happen just be reminded that it is a conversation, not 

a sales job or speech debate. 
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Help direct the conversation to spiritual things (see Jesus 

conversation with the Samaritan woman in John 4), but if 

it does not go where we were planning that is okay too. 

Most likely it will take many conversations not just one – 

but at least that door has been opened for future talks.  

Sixth, use your church. We are not lone rangers 

when it comes to evangelism. This is very much a corpo-

rate work and the body of Christ is to help. In fact we 

can’t do it alone. Individually none of us have all the re-

sources and gifts to minister to the spiritual needs of peo-

ple. But corporately we do, so use your church in the work 

of outreach and evangelism. One of the most frequent 

phrases used in the evangelism arsenal is, “Do you want to 

come to church with us this Sunday?” If they say no, or 

they can’t make it, invite them again the next week or the 

next month. The corporate gathering of God’s people is 

where they will experience the presence of God like no-

where else in the world (1 Cor. 14:24,25). Use the Easter 

or Christmas postcards as invitations during a very non-

threatening time to come to church. If people can’t (or 

won’t) come to a Sunday service invite them to a men’s or 

women’s bible study, or a Wednesday night study. If peo-

ple are anti-church, then invite them over for a BBQ along 

with some other family from the church. The point is that 

the church has many resources built into the life of the 

church that will be helpful to us in our outreach efforts.  

Jesus quoting Isaiah 61 stated that now is “year of 

the Lord’s favor.” Every day, and subsequently every 

year, the Lord gives is an opportunity “to proclaim good 

news” (Lk.4:18,19). Let’s be about the work of outreach 

both individually and corporately.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSIONS PROJECT FOR HAITI 
We are happy to report that our most recent missions pro-

ject was a huge success!  On Saturday March 7th about 20 

people met in the fellowship hall to sew pillowcase dresses 

for the girls in the Reformation Hope orphanage in Hai-

ti.  Not everyone that came had sewing experience but 

everyone was able to help meet our goal.  The Haiti mis-

sions team will be able to give the girls over 100 beautiful 

dresses this July.  Praise God!    

 

This project was a lot of fun and so successful that we are 

ready to begin another!  In an effort to meet the boy's 

clothing needs, we will be accepting donations of shorts 

for the boys and young men, as well as dress shirts for the 

young men of the church and orphanage.  Our estimated 

need for the boys shorts is: 10 x-small (4-6), 15 small (8-

10), 15 medium (12-14), and 15 large (16-18).  Our esti-

mated need for the young men's shorts and dress shirts is: 

10 adult small, 10 adult medium, and 10 adult large.  The 

young men prefer to wear polo and long sleeve dress shirts 

to church, and t-shirts for everyday. With this goal in mind 

we will be able to provide around 85 outfits.   

 

If we meet our goal with these 2 small projects, and we are 

already halfway there, we will be able to provide 2-3 out-

fits, not only for the children, but also for the young adults 

who God has placed in a position of care and outreach 

within this ministry.  What a blessing!  A donation box 

will be set up at the missions table.  Please prayerfully 

consider a donation to these boys and young men who are 

being trained to be the God fearing future of Haiti! 

 

-Karen Barnett & Havilah Kline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Vacation Bible School June 1

st
 – 5

th
!  

Music Camp June 15
th
 -19

th
! 

 

 

 

SHEPHERDING LUNCHEON 
After morning worship on Sunday, April 19

th
, the families 

in the Hawley and Talley Shepherding Groups are joining 
for a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. The Shepherding 
Elders and Deacons are furnishing a variety of sandwich-
es, chips, and beverage. Each family please bring, cut 
fruit, salads, or deserts (and extra for visitors). 
 
 
 
 

BABY SHOWER 
All ladies are invited to a baby shower for Heidi Thom-
as on April 18

th
 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Heidi & Ben are registered at Target and Buy Buy Ba-
by. If you would like to help please contact Mary David 
mary.k.david@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
 

WOMEN’S SPRING EVENT 
All ladies are invited to the Women's Spring Event on 
Tuesday, April 21

st
 at7:00 pm. We hope you will join us 

for a time of fellowship, a catered dinner, and honoring 
our Graduating High School Seniors. Cost is $5.00. Sign 
up in Sunday School or by emailing womens-
minitry@midwaypca.org. Nursery is by reservation. 
 
 
 
 

SPRING PICNIC 
April 25

th
 at 4:00 p.m. Please join us at the Midway field 

and pavilion for a time of food, games, and fellowship for 
all ages. All food will be provided at no cost, but dona-
tions for the Haiti Mission Team will be received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MIDWAY LIBRARY NEWS 

Are you wondering what gift to give for Mother’s day, end 

of the year teacher’s gifts, graduation, Father’s day, a baby 

shower or a wedding? Why not give a book, movie, music, 

puzzle or game. If you buy any of these items during the 

Midway book fair at Barnes & Noble our library will be 

blessed. Over the last three years we’ve added over $2100 

worth of new books to our library because of the profit 

from this book fair.    

 

This year the money made at the book fair will buy En-

chantment of the World books, each on a different country. 

Each country’s culture, history, and geography are ex-

plored in detail, allowing readers a chance to see how peo-

ple live in faraway nations. The library already has 30 of 

these books, and there are 18 new books that could be 

added to our collection. How many added to the library 

this year depends on you.  

 

Please come by the book fair at Barnes & Noble for story 

time, free gifts for Midway kids, and an opportunity every 

hour to win an I Love Reading drawstring backpack or 

bracelet. The book fair is scheduled for Thursday, April 

30
th
, Friday, May 1

st
 and Saturday, May 2

nd
 from 12:00 to 

8:00pm at the Barnes and Noble at The Avenue West 

Cobb. 

 

See you there! 

 

Sandy Burton 

Librarian 

Midway Covenant Christian School 
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Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
 

Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike and Ivana Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy B. – MTW, Enterprise 
Terry and Mary Rose Dykstra – RUF, GA Tech 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, AL / Africa 
Jennifer Kent RUF, UAH 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God.”  Hebrews 12:2. 

 
Leading up to Easter we are reminded of the great suffer-

ings that Jesus endured in order to pay the penalty due for 

our sins. Yet his attitude was one of joy in obedience to the 

Father. Our Tuesday morning Bible study is the book of 

James and we are learning to count it all joy when we en-

counter trials. Again I am reminded that our attitude may 

be more important than our actions.  

 

That Easter comes in the spring is certainly no surprise as 

every part of God’s creation seems to be reflecting the res-

urrection of Christ. Walking the garden this time of year 

does bring me great joy. Everyday there is something new 

emerging from its winter sleep or popping into bloom. The 

walk is like a treasure hunt. Sometimes I want to say to the 

fleeting petals of the various spring ephemerals ‘please stay 

a little longer’. So the Joy can be tinged with sadness. Then 

that beauty is replaced in succession by the next fleeting 

flower. But all the things of this world are passing away 

and we need to look to eternal things we will enjoy in 

heaven.  

 

Heaven will be beyond anything we can imagine but some-

times I think it will be like eternal spring. Perhaps when the 

heavenly flowers fade they will quickly be replaced by new 

ones different from the first, ever changing will be the 

beauty. Like our awesome God every aspect of His charac-

ter will be so beyond our understanding that it will take all 

of eternity to glimpse Him.  

 

Heaven will also be beautiful as it will be filled with wor-

shipers from every tribe and language and people and na-

tion. Our Midway missionaries are among the nations 

searching for those He has called to himself. Pray for di-

vine appointments between those sent and those 

called.  Consider joining the weekly prayer time for mis-

sionaries any time you are at church by 5:15 on Sunday af-

ternoons. We meet in the Berean SS room. We simply read 

through the letters and emails received that week and then 

pray through their requests and praises. 

 

From Peter Bakelaar, “2015 in Japan is known as the Year 

of the Sheep. The biblical references to sheep are powerful 

reminders of our waywardness from God and of Jesus' sac-

rifice to bring us back to God (Isaiah 53:6, John 1:29). Je-

sus is the Good Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep! 

We are so thankful for God's faithfulness in leading us as a 

church. We have grown both spiritually and numerically 

with new visitors coming often.”  

 

From Becky White in Taiwan, “Happy Chinese New Year 

– the Year of the Lamb! Pray that many may come to re-

joice in the reign of the True Lamb.” 

 

So whether you think of sheep in need of a good Shepherd 

or the Lamb who takes away the sins of the world this is a 

great way to open a conversation about the gospel. There is 

joy in heaven when sinners repent. 

 

Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
 

 



Memorial Day Celebration 
 

Dear Friends of Midway Cemetery Association: 

 

 Our annual Memorial Day Celebration will be held on May 2, 2015. This is to advise you of the activities planned 

for this occasion. 

 

1. Decoration of the Graves 

a. Those who wish to continue this longstanding tradition are encouraged to do so from 4:30 p.m. to 

6:00 p.m. of May 2, 2015. 

b. There will be no Flower Committee; rather, flowers will be furnished by those participating in grave 

decoration. 

c. There will be no organized program attached to the Decoration of the Graves. 

2. “Dinner on the Grounds” 

a. Beginning at 6:00 p.m., there will be a dinner (or supper) at the Fellowship Hall of Midway Presby-

terian Church. This evening meal will continue until 6:50 p.m. 

3. Saturday Evening Service 

a. Following the evening meal and beginning at 7:00 p.m., a service will be held in the same Fellowship 

Hall. 

b. The service will include the music provided by Jerry and David Donehoo along with other family 

members. The Donehoo’s are a musical family who play a multiplicity of stringed instruments. Not 

only do they perform; they also make many of their own instruments and have much to tell of the his-

tory of the instrument and how it came to us today. 

c. The service will also include accounts of the faithfulness of a pioneer family of Lost Mountain Com-

munity. The history of Allen and Mary McCullough Scott will be shared with us by one of their de-

scendants, Carol Harrison. 

4. Business Meeting 

a. In lieu of a formal business meeting during the Memorial Day observance, an annual meeting of the 

Board will be opened to any person interested in attending. This annual open meeting will be held on 

the first Monday in August. 

i. The final agenda item at this open meeting will be the election of Trustees. The Board is 

presently comprised of nine members. There are three classes each containing three Trustees 

serving three year terms. Each year, one class of Trustees will be up for election. Sitting Trus-

tees will be allowed to succeed themselves. 

ii. With the exception of the election of Trustees, voting privilege will rest solely with the stand-

ing Trustees. 

5. Annual Collection 

a. A collection toward perpetual care will be taken during the Saturday evening service.  

b. Both the congregation of Midway and Lost Mountain will be encouraged to receive a collection to-

ward perpetual care of the Cemetery on the first Sunday in May. It is understood that the final deci-

sion regarding this collection rests with the ruling bodies of the individual churches. 

 

The Board of Trustees fully understands that the past traditions of Memorial Day are meaningful to all of us. All of us 

treasure the Christian ancestry that shaped the churches of Lost Mountain Community into what they are today. The 

changeless faith of our fathers and mothers must not be forgotten. We also fully understand that our community has 

changed. It is the challenge of our generation to present an unchanging message to a changing world. As we meet this 

challenge, may we be inspired to continue in the footsteps of the Godly men and women who first settled this community, 

and “May all who come behind us, find us faithful.” 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Board of Trustees 

Midway Cemetery Association  
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