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How the Word Shapes Us 
by Pastor David Hall 
 

As you know, our church is very Word-Centered—

and for this good reason: “In the beginning was the 

WORD, and the WORD was with God, and the 

WORD was God.” (Jn. 1:1) We believe that 

preaching the word, teaching the word, singing the 

word, and praying the word (along with seeing the 

word replicated in the sacraments) are the means 

for Christian growth. Delete those from your spir-

itual diet and you lose spiritual muscle and breath. 

 Some Christian traditions either never had or 

appear to be losing their trust in God’s methods. 

Fearing that they will not capture the next genera-

tion nor reach those around them, many churches 

opt for programs, entertainment, social clubs, sen-

sationalism, or emotional super-charging—instead 

of relying on God’s means of grace above. 

 The reason we continue to preach, teach, pray, 

and sing God’s Word is because we depend on the 

Holy Spirit (not the charm or charisma of man) to 

change hearts and lives. And those means work! 

They always have and always will. 

 It is a joy to worship and fellowship in a church 

that majors on those majors, instead of minoring on 

the minors. If you’re not already in attendance at 

worship or Sunday School or other classes, I want 

to encourage you to remember this: Without a reg-

ular exposure to God’s Word, you simply will not 

grow. Neither will your family. 

 Our Lord taught us several times that this is 

true. For example: 

 In Matthew 13, he taught that the Word is 

sown, but does not always grow. It grows 

based on how it is received and roots. Good 

seed grows with multiplication; the other 

seeds do not grow. 

 Also in Matthew 13, our Lord taught a par-

able of the Mustard Seed, indicating that 

even a small seed, once sown, may bring a 

large crop. Again, there will not be fruit in 

your life if you are not receiving the sown 

Word. 

 Moreover, in another parable, Jesus taught 

that the Word grows even when you may 

not see it directly. The powerful, organic 

seed of God’s Word grows even when we 

are sleeping (Mk. 4:27): “All by itself the 

soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full kernel in the head. As 

soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle 

to it, because the harvest has come.” 

 

 Later in the NT, Hebrew 4:12-13 contains some 

rich promises about God’s Word. In that passage, 

we are told that the Word of God is living (it is 

never dead—only some hearers are), it is active (it 

is never sleeping), and it is sharper than a sur-

geon’s scalpel (it penetrates). God’s Word is work-

ing in every worship service, either to soften or 

harden hearts. As it has often been said, “the same 

flame that melts wax may also harden the metal.” 

Which is it for your heart?  

 



Senior Pastor Cont. 
 

 We have copies of that fine little book, Exposi-

tory Listening, if any of you would like copies to 

help you grow in your listening skills. Ask any pas-

tor or elder, and we’ll gladly get you a copy.  

 That little book and James 1:22-25 remind us to 

be attentive hearers of God’s Word and to apply it 

to our lives. Don’t merely listen to the Word and 

walk away without applying it to your life, but hear 

the Word AND Do it! The Holy Spirit is the Divine 

Applicator (John 14:26), and he leads those who 

hunger for the truths of God to seek application of 

the Word to their own lives. 

 Will God bless you without the Word? There’s 

no promise for that, and it is highly unlikely. 

 Will the Lord bless you with his Word? His 

promises are numerous for that, and yes, he will 

bless, refine, comfort and correct. Any time you are 

exposed to Scripture, especially when it is being 

handled as God designed, your life will be blessed 

by God-breathed Scripture, which is “useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be thor-

oughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim 

3:16) 

 God shapes us with his Word. Don’t you need 

that molding? Growing Christians do. 

 

**************** 

 

Put down these Special Dates: 

 Our Missions Conference, Feb. 13-15 will 

feature preaching of the Word by Dr. Clay Quar-

terman, missionary to the Ukraine. 

 Our Reformation Worship Conference, Oct. 

22-25, will feature preaching and teaching by Bob 

Godfrey, Neil Stewart, Terry Johnson, David Gar-

ner, Michael Kruger, Mark Ross, T. David Gordon, 

and others. 

 

****************** 

From the CUTTING FLOOR: 

 

J. C. Ryle’s HARMONY OF THE EVANGE-

LISTS (Matthew) had a very insightful comment 

on the passage I recently preached from about how 

murmuring can spread and harm. On Matt. 26:8, 

Ryle observes how envy spread and inflamed oth-

ers: 

 

“And when the disciples saw it. This also is not 

unusual with the Evangelists, when a thing has 

been done by one, to attribute it to many per-

sons, if they give their consent to it. John says 

that the murmur proceeded from Judas, who 

betrayed Christ, (John xxii. 4) Matthew and 

Mark include all the disciples along with him. 

The reason is, that none of the others would ev-

er have dared to murmur, if the wicked slander 

of Judas had not served for a torch to kindle 

them. But when he began, under a plausible 

pretext, to condemn the expense as superfluous, 

all of them easily caught the contagion. And 

this example shows what danger arises from 

malignant and envenomed tongues; for even 

those who are naturally reasonable, and candid, 

and modest, if they do not exercise prudence 

and caution, and easily deceived by unfavoura-

ble speeches, and led to adopt false judgments. 

But if light and foolish credulity induced the 

disciples of Christ to take part with Judas, what 

shall become of us, if we are too easy in admit-

ting murmurers, who are in the habit of carping 

wickedly at the best actions? 

 

We ought to draw from it another warning, not 

to pronounce rashly on a matter which is not 

sufficiently known. The disciples seize on what 

Judas said, and, as it has some show of plausi-

bility, they are too harsh in forming a judg-

ment. They ought, on the contrary, to have in-

quired more fully if the action deserved 

reproof; more especially when their Master was 

present, by whose decision it was their duty to 

abide. Let us know, therefore, that we act im-

properly, when we form our opinion without 

paying regard to the word of God; for, as Paul 

informs us, None of us liveth or dieth to him-

self, but all must stand before the judgment-

seat of Christ, where we must give our account, 

(Rom. xiv. 7, 10; 2 Cor. v. 10.) And though 

there was a wide difference between Judas and 

the others—because he wickedly held out a 

plausible cloak for his theft, while the rest were 

actuated by foolish simplicity—still we see 

how their imprudence withdrew them from 

Christ, and made the companion of Judas.  
 



Haiti Mission Trip / Announcements  
 

Matthew 19:26   Jesus looked at them and said, “With 

man this is impossible, but with God all things are pos-

sible.” 

 

Midway Missions Team to Haiti   
Oh ... this was exactly how Leslie and I felt on Tuesday, 

December 30th! It was Noon on the day she was supposed 

to leave from Atlanta Airport with the Midway Missions 

team to be in Haiti. Delta said "No, you cannot go, your 

passport is too damaged." Delta says you may not get on 

the flight with the Missions team and go to Haiti. I was at 

Midway and she calls me to come and be her downtown 

Atlanta taxi driver. I don't even get to the International 

Terminal until after 1pm. Delta then said, "Go to Down-

town Atlanta, find a CVS, to get a new passport picture 

printed (and a place to park for this) and locate the Pass-

port office - 230 Peachtree St.  (unknown government of-

fice that closes at 3pm)(and a parking spot) to get a new 

passport - on the spot. Do you see the "impossibile-ness" 

in this? Getting a passport usually takes weeks!  

 

Then ... "fight" the Atlanta traffic that afternoon and get 

back to the airport in time to go through security and board 

the plane that leaves at 5:24 that evening. But, ... hmmm 

...  there are no seats from ATLANTA to HAITI for the 

next 2 days! Delta said, "Instead, we will book you to 

NYC!! From there, the next day, you can fly to Haiti"!!? 

Our whole attitude HAD TO BE ...  Lord, its your turn to 

show off! If this is your will, for Leslie to get there ... its 

completely up to You! 

 

I am the worst at driving in construction zones especially 

where I don't know where I am going and the Atlanta Air-

port is just full of cones and barrels! It took me 4 times 

around the terminals to finally find the International ter-

minal (they really could improve their signage). I finally 

picked her up there after 1pm, got to the CVS near 

Peachtree, she got the passport photo. We began driving 

round and round and round the downtown block (similar 

to my airport journey trying to find the International ter-

minal) to locate the Passport office.  

 

Do you know you cannot even get into this Passport office 

without an appointment? Delta had her make the call to 

get an appointment right there at their ticket counter. The 

Passport office, on the phone, said, "The ONLY appoint-

ment we have is for 11:30am today or we have an ap-

pointment in 2 days from now".  Leslie said "I'll take it!" It 

was already NOON when she said that! But that was the 

whole KEY to even getting past Passport security at the 

entrance. She had to have an appointment on the books, it 

really didn't matter when the appointment was, as long as 

it was for that day! We arrive at 2:30 - they close at 3 pm 

and she needs a whole new passport.  

 

Of Course, God did it! After she completed all the paper-

work again to submit for a new passport, at 2:50 they said 

it will be ready in one hour and the doors will be locked 

until it's done. (it was done in 40 minutes). God parted the 

traffic, I was dropping her off at the Delta curb to board 

her flight to NYC by 4:10 and she boarded her flight that 

left at 5:24 pm. She safely made it to JFK and left the next 

morning to Haiti with the new passport!  

 

AND ONE MORE Amazing thing about this trip that God 

did ... She was assigned one very large checked baggage 

from Midway containing supplies for the Orphanage. This 

very large military style baggage surprisingly did not get 

LOST ... it detoured within the system the whole way that 

she was detoured. She did not have to lug it around when 

we did the "Passport Shuffle", she did not have to lug it 

around when she went to the JFK-appointed hotel ... They 

took care of it for her and it arrived in Haiti with her! That 

is a miracle that only God can do! 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

 Vacation Bible School will be June 1-5 with 

the theme: "Who Do You Say I Am" (the "I 

am's of Christ). If you would like to help, 

please contact Brad Winsted 

<brad.winsted@midwaypca.org>. 

 God is growing our Sunday School in numbers 

and we need some more teachers each Sunday 

morning at 9:45 am.  Here is an opportunity to 

serve in the important area of instructing our 

Covenant Children. Contact Brad  Winsted 

<brad.winsted@midwaypca.org> if you are in-

terested.  

 
ALL LADIES ARE INVITED to a Bridal Shower for 
Katie Burton on February 7

th
 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellow-

ship Hall. Katie is registered at Target, Bed Bath & Be-
yond, and Amazon.com. 
 
 

PILLOWCASE DRESSES 
FOR REFORMATION HOPE 

We will be collecting supplies to make pillowcase dresses 
for Reformation Hope February 8 – March 1. There will 
be a basket for your donations and a sample dress at the 
Missions Table, along with Sign-up sheets to help make 
the dresses on March 7. Supplies needed: pillowcases, 1/2 
inch bias tape, 1/2 inch elastic, matching thread and any 
kind of trim, such as leftover lace, buttons, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

.  

https://www.facebook.com/leslie.nichols.5477
mailto:brad.winsted@midwaypca.org
mailto:brad.winsted@midwaypca.org


Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
 

Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike and Ivana Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy B. – MTW, Enterprise 
Terry and Mary Rose Dykstra – RUF, GA Tech 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, AL / Africa 
Jennifer Kent RUF, UAH 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

In our JMG classes for the school a recurring theme is how 

God made his creation to be sustainable. There is no new 

water because God made the water cycle to clean and recy-

cle it. Composting also takes what has been used and 

thrown away and breaks it down into usable nutrients for 

plants. Not only are there renewing cycles, life is interde-

pendent. A severe drought adversely affects plants which 

leaves people and animals without enough food. Our ac-

tions can also affect creation. Using pesticides to kill all the 

insects on your property takes away needed food for nest-

ing birds which means fewer birds and fewer butterflies.  

In much the same way the many different parts of the 

church are interdependent and need to work together to 

function properly. Our keynote speaker for the upcoming 

missions conference, Dr. Clay Quarterman has written a 

book Retooling the Church: A Spiritual Gifts Toolkit. His 

theme from Ephesians 4:16, “From whom the whole body 

joined and held together by every joint with which it is 

equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the 

body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” (ESV) will 

challenge all of us in using our gifts and talents for building 

up the church worldwide. 

During Midway’s Annual Missions Conference, February 

13 –15, you will hear how God’s Kingdom is advancing 

around the world at. Consider a ‘stay’cation for winter 

break. You don’t even have to pack your bags for the trip. 

Special children’s program with The Agape Puppets will 

share with your children stories from Linda Summer. She 

travels all around the world sharing about Jesus to children 

in schools, orphanages, and refugee camps. Some of the 

places where Linda goes the children have never heard the 

name Jesus or that they have a heavenly Father who loves 

them.  

Fresh reports from the Quartermans on Ukraine and the on-

going conflict there; the Hunters on bible translation in Af-

rica; update from the Midway Team on the orphanage in 

Haiti; Roy and Kristy B. working with immigrant popula-

tions right here in our area; and Jennifer Kent ministering 

on college campus.  The conference brochure contains all 

information you need. Signup sheet for dinners on Friday 

and Saturday nights are in the adult Sunday school classes, 

on the missions tables and nursery check in.  

Yes, it is Valentine’s Day weekend but what love the Fa-

ther has shown us in sending his Son. The Son sent the Ho-

ly Spirit who gave gifts to the church so that the church 

could share that love throughout the world. Remember we 

love because He first loved us.  

To join others in praying specifically for our missionaries 

consider joining us Sunday afternoons at 5:15 in the Berean 

classroom. We simply read through the week’s letters and 

then pray through their praises and prayer requests.  This is 

a great way to get to know your Midway missionaries. To 

receive all the prayer letters that come in by email simply 

send your email address to bladesg@bellsouth.net and I’ll 

add you to the list of faithful prayer warriors.  

Your attendance is such an encouragement to our mission-

ary guests. Come and you will be blessed. 

Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
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