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 FACEBOOK PRESBYTERIAN? 

There is no doubt that technology changes us. One should 

never be naïve about that. Also, some change is for the 

better, while unintended consequences can bite us. Does 

anyone wonder if the future of the church will be carried 

out via online communities? Some people not only think 

so, but some people think this would be an advance. 

But not here. What a tragic loss it would be to shrink our 

lives to little more than a digitized existence. Authentic 

Christianity will always be centered around the Cross of 

Christ and the baptized body that flows from that. 

Below is a fine article by Dr. Michael Kruger, who will be 

one of our speakers at our Oct 22-24 Worship Conference. 

In addition to putting those dates on your calendars now 

and acquainting yourselves with Dr. Kruger, be sure to see 

what he has to say in the article below. This is an essay 

that is worth reading slowly in order to absorb its wisdom. 

And thankfully, we’ll not join with those who wish to 

trade in a real church for a simulation. 

5 Ways Facebook May be Harming Your Church  

Dr. Michael J. Kruger, President, Reformed Theologi-
cal Seminary  

One of my favorite childhood memories is watching 

the movie Star Wars in the theater in 1977. I (along 

with an entire nation) was awestruck. Nothing like 

that had ever been done before. We were all sucked 

into a new world of spaceships, light sabers, strange 

creatures, and distant galaxies. But of all the things 

that caught the attention of the average Star Wars 

viewer, no doubt the amazing technology of the future 

was near the top of the list. What would it be like to 

have robots with personalities, to hover above the 

ground on a “land speeder,” to play “chess” with vir-

tual-holographic images, and to have lost limbs re-

stored with robotic parts? 

Of course, in our modern day these very things have 

largely been realized. In fact, I noticed that when my 

own son watched Star Wars on DVD a few years ago, 

he was not amazed by much of anything technologi-

cal—some of that probably seemed pretty realistic to 

him. He was mesmerized instead by the fast flying 

ships, light saber fights, and fun action scenes. We 

live in a world where technology advances at such a 

mind-boggling pace that we hardly have time to stop 

and be amazed by it. We feel this today particularly in 

the area of “social media” such as Facebook, Twitter, 

MySpace, and just plain ol’ texting. We are (suppos-

edly) more connected with each other, more in touch 

with each other, more often communicating with each 

other, than ever before. 

But, as I think about my son’s future, and even about 

life in the modern day, I have to ask the simple ques-

tion: What effect does “social media” technology have 

on the way we view church? What effect does it have 

on the way we conceive of life in the body of Christ? 

Of course, much of social media is positive. And the 

church has used this technology to advance the cause 

of Christ. Moreover, I cannot miss the irony of writing 

about the effects of technological forms of communi-

cation on my own website! Nevertheless, I do have 

some concerns—and so should you. Here are a few 

characteristics of a “Facebook culture” that we cer-

tainly need to reckon with as believers: 

1. Short attention span/limited learning style. For 

folks who can absorb information at the rate of a short 

text message or “tweet,” it’s difficult to imagine them 

sitting through a 35 minute sermon and being able to 

engage in a sustained manner. Does this mean we 

shorten our sermons or make them more entertaining? 

Or does this mean we have to work harder to train our 

congregations in the way they learn? Hopefully the 

latter. 

 



Senior Pastor Cont. / Music Ministry 
2. Low view of authority/over-focus on equality. 
One of the most oft-overlooked impact of social media 

is the effect it has on the way we view authority fig-

ures. The Internet is the great equalizer—everyone has 

a voice. Now everyone has a platform to speak their 

mind, say their piece. After any blog article or any 

news story, a person can write their own opinion and 

their own comments. And certainly much of this is 

good. But it can also lead to an “egalitarian” view of 

authority; that no one person’s opinion should be val-

ued or weighted any more than another’s. This pre-

sents problems for a biblical ecclesiology that under-

stands the church and the pastors to have real 

authority in the lives of its people. 

3. “Surfacey” interactions/artificial relationships. 
MIT professor Sherry Turkle has recently written the 

book Alone Together: Why We Expect More from 
Technology and Less from Each Other (2011). She 

observes, “On social-networking sites such as Face-

book, we think we will be presenting ourselves, but 

out profile ends up as somebody else—often the fanta-

sy of who we want to be” ( p.153). In other words, 

people might feel more connected, but they can really 

be more distant, at least from who they really are. In 

contrast, true Christian fellowship requires that we en-

gage with people as we really are, so that we can hon-

estly face our sin and grow together in Christ. 

4. Lack of Physical Presence. Turkle observes again: 

“People readily admit they would rather leave a 

voicemail or send an email than talk face-to-face…. 

The new technologies allow us to ‘dial down’ human 

contact, to titrate its nature and extent” (p.15). Modern 

technology can create an almost non-physical, quasi-

Gnostic existence. It’s ironic that one of Christianity’s 

earliest enemies was Gnosticism, which held the belief 

that the physical world was inherently evil and that 

salvation was largely a release from the physical body. 

In contrast, biblical Christianity has always had a ro-

bust and positive view of the physical. Face-to-face 

presence matters. Indeed, one day, in the new heavens 

and new earth, we will have new, resurrected bodies 

and we will see Christ (and each other) physically. 

Forever. 

5. Low Commitment/Accountability. One of the at-

tractive features of a Facebook-style of communica-

tion is that it requires very little of us. It is a low-

commitment and low-accountability type of interac-

tion. We control—and entirely control—the duration, 

intensity, and level of contact. At any moment, we can 

simply stop. But the Christian life and real Christian 

relationships don’t work like this. We do have obliga-

tions to one another, covenant obligations. Put differ-

ently, Christianity has a corporate aspect to it that 

stands directly against the trend of individualistic and 

self-determined relational patterns of our modern 

technological age. 

So, where do we go from here? Do we abandon the 

technology of our modern world, move to the country-

side and adopt an Amish-style existence? Not at all. 

The point of this post has not been to condemn mod-

ern communication technology (I am using it this very 

moment!). Rather, the point has been that we must be 

aware of the challenges that it creates for ministry in 

our modern and postmodern world. The technology 

does not necessarily create sin patterns, but exacer-

bates the sin patterns that are already present within 

our hearts, and the hearts of our congregations. In re-

sponse, we need to do something that we needed to do 

anyway: give our people a robust and vibrant picture 

of what the church is and their place in it. In other 

words, we need to give them a full-orbed, biblical ec-

clesiology. 

- See more at: 

http://www.wpitam.com/pastors/11726251/#sthash.8R

zRfMq8.dpuf 
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MIDWAY PRESBYTERIAN WELCOMES OUR 

NEW ORGANIST, MRS. ARIE MOTSCHMAN! 
Last fall, when organist Jeff Harbin resigned his posi-

tion here in order to accept a full-time position as Di-

rector of Music in Dalton, Georgia, our hearts were 

sad. In a very short time, Jeff had made a place for 

himself in our music program, and had been well-

received by this congregation. I could not see how 

God was going to get us out of this one! O, Judy, ye of 

little faith!!!  Let me tell you a story. 

 

In 2006, when we were in the beginning stages of our 

new building program which included our new pipe 

organ, I realized that I needed to be more educated in 

this area. I did some reading, but that was no substi-

tute for hands-on learning. I knew of Arie Motschman 

by her fine reputation, but had never met her.  So, with 

quite a bit of fear and uncertainty, I contacted her, and 

bravely began organ lessons. Arie immediately put me 

at ease with her down-to-earth approach and wonder-

ful sense of humor. Over the next several years of les-

sons, we became good friends. We would often jok-

ingly speak of working together at the same church 

and job-sharing. Of course, we knew that would never 

happen. O, Judy, ye of little faith!  

 

In the meantime, Arie has been full-time organist and 

Associate Director of Music at Marietta First United 

Methodist Church for the past 25+ years. Recently, 

she has been doing some accompanying for students at 

http://www.amazon.com/Alone-Together-Expect-Technology-Other/dp/0465010210/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1336165978&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Alone-Together-Expect-Technology-Other/dp/0465010210/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1336165978&sr=8-1
http://www.christianity.com/
http://www.christianity.com/church/missions-and-evangelism/
http://www.wpitam.com/pastors/11726251/#sthash.8RzRfMq8.dpuf
http://www.wpitam.com/pastors/11726251/#sthash.8RzRfMq8.dpuf
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KSU. This is an activity which she enjoys very much, 

but was having difficulty working it in with her full-

time responsibilities at Marietta FUMC. The demand 

for her services at KSU continued to increase.  So, this 

past December, Jeff resigned, and there was an open-

ing for a part-time organist here at Midway. Hmmmm, 

an opportunity to continue as a church organist, and 

assume the increasing opportunities as a collaborative 

pianist and harpsichordist at KSU. Well, the rest is 

history . . . apply, meet with and perform for the Ses-

sion Organist Committee, receive Session approval, 

hired! O, Judy, ye of little faith!   

 

Arie Motschman holds a Bachelor of Music degree in 

organ performance from Salem College in Winston-

Salem, NC. Upon graduation, she was awarded a Ful-

bright Grant to study at the Folkwang Musik 

Hochschule in Germany.  Upon returning to the Unit-

ed States, she earned her Master of Music degree from 

the University of Tennessee.  In addition to her work 

as a church organist organist and recitalist, Arie has 

extensive experience with handbells, having served as 

a handbell clinician in area churches. She also loves 

working with pre-school children in the areas of music 

readiness and beginning choir. Arie is married to Mike 

Motschman, and they have a daughter, Mary. Daugh-

ter  Mary graduated from Indiana University last 

spring with a degree in viola performance, and is cur-

rently studying in Germany on . . . yes . . .  a Fulbright 

Grant!  

 

As in previous searches, the Session was committed to 

hiring someone with a strong Christian testimony, as 

well as an accomplished musician who could serve 

this particular congregation with both enthusiasm and 

sensitivity. Arie meets all of these criteria and then 

some! Her first Sunday with us will be March 8
th
. I 

know this congregation to be a warm and delightful 

group of people, and know that you will welcome Ar-

ie, Mike and Mary into our Midway family.  

 

“And my God will meet all your needs according to 

his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” Phillipians 4:19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

 Vacation Bible School will be June 1-5 with 

the theme: "Who Do You Say I Am" (the "I 

am's of Christ). If you would like to help, 

please contact Brad Winsted 

<brad.winsted@midwaypca.org>. 

 God is growing our Sunday School in numbers 

and we need some more teachers each Sunday 

morning at 9:45 am.  Here is an opportunity to 

serve in the important area of instructing our 

Covenant Children. Contact Brad  Winsted 

<brad.winsted@midwaypca.org> if you are in-

terested.  

 
 

MIDWAY BOOK FAIR at 

 BARNES & NOBLE 
 

The money for the library books in the children, junior, 

and teen sections is raised by two book fairs sponsored by 

Midway Covenant Christian School.  This last fall MCCS 

had a Scholastic book fair that enabled the library to pur-

chase 50 state books. 

 

In April MCCS will have the fourth annual MCCS – 

Barnes & Noble book fair.  The book fair is scheduled for 

Thursday, April 30
th
, Friday, May 1

st
 and Saturday, May 

2
nd

 at the Barnes and Noble at The Avenue West Cobb. 

MCCS’s average earnings from this book fair are $700.00. 

The great thing about this money is that I can buy books 

that reinforce what the children learn at church and at 

home. 

 

The book fair will include: 

Story time every 30 minutes 

A free small gift for all Midway children every day you at-

tend 

An opportunity every hour to win an I Love Reading 

drawstring backpack 

On Friday evening the MCCS chorus, show choir and 

band will perform 

 

Please join us at Barnes & Noble for this special event! 

 

Sandy Burton 

Librarian 

Midway Covenant Christian School 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:brad.winsted@midwaypca.org
mailto:brad.winsted@midwaypca.org


Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
 

Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike and Ivana Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy B. – MTW, Enterprise 
Terry and Mary Rose Dykstra – RUF, GA Tech 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, AL / Africa 
Jennifer Kent RUF, UAH 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

Spring officially arrives in March. The reawakening of 
flower bulbs, shrubs and trees is such a reminder of 
Christ’s resurrection. What appears to be a brown dried-up 
bulb planted in the fall burst forth from the cold wet ground 
alive and transformed into fresh greenery and beautiful 
flowers just like Jesus could not be contained in the tomb 
but came forth having conquered death.  

In addition to rebirth Spring is a busy time in the garden 
with planning, pruning, soil preparation, and planting. But a 
garden is never really done, because it is constantly grow-

ing and changing with the seasons. If you do the above and 
then just walk away without any maintenance (mulching, 
watering, weeding) the results can be quite disappointing. 
In much the same way we as a church must do more than 
just add missionaries to our budget. We must pray.  The 
theme of our recent conference from Ephesians, “Equip-
ping and Growing the Body in Love for Missions” is our 
call to share in kingdom work. And prayer is work. It is 
more than ‘God bless’ the missionaries.  

God blessed us with a fabulous conference. Throughout the 
weekend the reports were informative and revealed the 
great need for the gospel to reach the children of the world, 
the immigrants in Clarkston, the oral learners in Nigeria, 
university students in Huntsville, the soldiers and displaced 
citizens in Ukraine. We are so blessed here at Midway with 
great teaching and preaching we can forget how needy 
much of the world is. Dr. Clay Quarterman’s messages 
were a challenge for all of us to be more involved. There 
are commitment cards in the pew with several ways you 
can be more supportive of missions. Pray through the sug-
gestions and mark where you can serve. One half of the 
commitment card is for you to keep and the other can be 
placed in the offering plant Sunday morning. Consider 
‘adopting’ someone from the support list above to pray for 
regularly. It is a wonderful addition to family devotions. 
Over and above giving is a way to fund special projects that 
the missions committee picks that are beyond support but 
advance their ministry. Consider being a part of a missions 
trip to encourage and help on the field. Open your home to 
visiting missionaries. Join the weekly prayer time for mis-
sionaries any time you are at church by 5:15 on Sunday af-
ternoons. We meet in the Berean SS room. We at Midway 
are so blessed to be a part of what God has called our mis-
sionaries to do. The least we can do and the most we can do 
is to pray for them.  

Thank you for your support of the Missions Conference. 
Your attendance is such an encouragement to our mission-
ary guests and I know you were blessed. Thank you to 
those who provided housing, meals, helped with set up, 
decorations, prepared food, and helped clean up. Even 
though the conference is past just like the daffodils will 
soon fade only to be followed by dogwood and azalea 
flowers we have other missions opportunities ahead. Dr. O. 
Palmer Robertson will be with us in June and a Haiti Mis-
sions trip is planned for the end of July – early August and 
maybe a trip to Sheffield in June. So keep praying and 
looking for new opportunities. 

-Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Midway Presbyterian Church 
4635 Dallas Hwy 

Powder Springs, GA 30127 

 


