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A PORTFOLIO OF STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS 

IN THE KINGDOM 

Our Lord Acts Celebration Day: June 14 
by Senior Pastor David Hall 

 

By now most of you have heard of our plans to celebrate 

the launching of the ACTS fund, which has grown out of 

the completion of our previous Building program. The 

idea is fairly simple: if the Lord provided all the funding 

for our new facilities in such a short time period, should 

we not devote the same amount to other strategic invest-

ments in our Savior’s kingdom into the foreseeable future. 

Instead of paying a bank mortgage, what a joy to give to 

assist in supporting other believers who have great needs 

in places that are not as blessed as we are.  
 

As your elders began praying and planning, we faced 

three likely outcomes—either (1) overall giving would 

shrink once the building was paid for; or (2) giving 

would continue, but we would be tempted to spend on 

ourselves; or (3) we would call our congregation to con-

tinue giving—and to give sacrificially for others and 

seek to make large, strategic investments that we would 

not normally be able to fund. 
 

Well, the work is off to a great start, and we will have a 

prime recipient of Midway's ACTS funding here on 

June 14
th
, so do plan to join us. This is a celebration that 

is worth changing your schedules to attend if possible. 

And during the day, you will be introduced to some of 

the grants that have been made. Our hope is to present 

in a short time a ‘portfolio’ (think of an artist’s collec-

tion of work) of investments in God’s Kingdom. Look 

for additional details in upcoming church bulle-

tins which will give you the details you need to plan 

your participation. Won’t you join us as we spread the 

Mustard Seed? 
 

 

 

 

SUMMER WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

 

As we’ve done now for several summers, our 

Wednesday night fellowship and study time 

(though with a relaxed schedule) is too important 

to suspend for the entire summer. This year, we are 

studying themes from the Book of Proverbs on 

Wednesday Nights, June 17 – July 29 (7 weeks) 

from 7:00-8:00 PM. The pastors will take turns 

teaching, and we invite you to come to summer 

school, even if you are out of time some or cannot 

always make Wednesday nights. 

 

There will be no dinners but Pastor Harrington 

promises ice cream.  

 

Below is the menu for Summer School 2015: “In-

spired Wisdom for Living”  

 

June 17 Pastor Harrington: Intro and author:  

What is wisdom? 

June 24 Pastor Hall: Money and Investing  

July 1 Pastor Hall: Weighing Matters  

and Information  

July 8 Pastor Hall: An Annthology of study methods  

July 15 Pastor Smit: Real Wisdom 

July 22 Pastor Hall: Friendship/Speech 

July 29 Pastor Harrington: TBD 

 

Do join us and bring a friend.  

 

Or join the regular prayer meeting—well worth 

your time—at the same time. 

 
**************** 



Senior Pastor cont. 
 

CUTTING FLOOR: Elder Jim Wolff recently 

shared this at a lunch for his shepherding group. 

You may wish to hold on to this and share with 

others. It is from the blog of PCA Pastor Jim 

Wilkerson 

 

The Importance of Church Attendance 

 

A faithful walk in our union with Christ involves 

our consistent attendance in his particular church in 

the  arth. God delights in his people who delight in 

serving him or worshiping him (Deut.28:47). As 

David says, I was glad when they said to me, "Let 

us go to the house of the LORD!" (Ps.122:1). The 

Lord Jesus Christ has given to his body an example 

to follow as he was faithful and consistent in at-

tending the places of God’s prescribed order of 

worship while he walked in righteousness upon the 

earth (Lk.4:16). Therefore his church should follow 

him in a glad hearted faith by being in regular at-

tendance in a particular church. I want to give you 

10 thoughtful reasons why we as the church should 

regularly assemble together in his particular church 

for worship and fellowship. 
 

1. It demonstrates our desire to fellowship with 

Christ in love (Rev.3:20) who instituted particular 

churches for his glory (Rev.1:17-20). 
 

2. It demonstrates our desire to follow the apostolic 

example (Acts 2:41ff) and the commands of Christ 

in love (Heb.10:25; Jn.14:15, 21). 
 

3. It demonstrates our desire to worship the triune 

God (Ps.84:1-2). 
 

4. It demonstrates our desire to encourage and bless 

the body of Christ (Heb.10:24-25). 
 

5. It demonstrates our desire to submit to Christ’s 

leadership and bring joy to the elders as we follow 

their teaching and example (Heb.13:7, 17; 

1Thes.5:12-13). 
 

6. It demonstrates our trust in God’s promises to 

build his church (Mt.16:18). 
 

7. It demonstrates our calling the Lord’s Day a de-

light that we may delight ourselves in him 

(Isa.58:13-14). 

 

8. It demonstrates our longing to grow in union 

with Christ and the hope of glory through his feed-

ing us by his Word, Sacraments and fellowship 

(Dt.8:3; Jn.6:35ff; Col.2:2-3). 

 

9. It demonstrates our desire to struggle against the 

world, our flesh and the Devil through his public 

means of grace to reach maturity in Christ and rest 

in him (Ps.73; Eph.4:11-16; Mt.11:25-30). 

 

10. It demonstrates our desire to live by his grace 

in the membership vows we have made before him 

and his church for his glory (Eccl.5:4).  

 

God the Father has demonstrated his love for the 

church by putting forward the Son of God for her 

in death, and by sending his Spirit to seal her for a 

promised inheritance and to help her live for his 

glory by faith in the Son (Rom.3:23-26; Eph.5:25; 

1:3-14). The response of the church is one of lov-

ing, faithful and consistent submission to him in 

those things that he loves. God loves a worshiping 

church in union with Christ and one another. 

 

On a similar subject, see Kevin DeYoung’s article 

(“6 Reasons why Membership Matters”) in a recent 

Aquila Report, posted at: 

http://theaquilareport.com/6-reasons-why-

membership-matters/ 

 

And also from the Aquila Report, there’s a superb 

piece by Jonathan Algner. By all means, read, 

“Dear Church: An Open Letter From One Of 

Those Millennials You Can’t Figure Out. We don’t 

need you to be our therapist, we need you to be our 

church.” Posted at: http://theaquilareport.com/dear-

church-an-open-letter-from-one-of-those-

millennials-you-cant-figure-out/  
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Announcements 
 

 

Dear Midway Family, 

 

Thank you so much for the beautiful arrangement 

sent on the passing of my step mother, Elizabeth. 

 

She and my dad were blessed with 9 years together 

following the loss of my Mom. She was a precious, 

vibrant lady and we will miss her greatly. Thank 

you for your prayers for her during her illness, and 

for the kind words of sympathy, and cards upon her 

passing. They are greatly appreciated. 

 

Sincerely, 

Connie Wolff 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

June 1-5 

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
“Who Do You Say I Am?” 

Online registration is now closed. However, you can 

register your child on the first morning of VBS. Please 

arrive a few minutes early to fill out the registration 

forms.  

 

 

 

PROMOTION SUNDAY 
June 7

th 

Your child will move up with the other children in their 

class. If their birthday is in the summer, after June 7
th
 but 

before September 1
st
, they will be promoted into the next 

higher Sunday school classroom.  You may want to mark 

that date so your child can be included in this fun that pre-

pares them for attending this new class beginning June 

2015. Please remember that Children’s church is for chil-

dren in K-4 – 1
st
 grade classes.  

 
 
 

MUSIC CAMP 2015 

June 15-19 

We are looking for a few volunteers to assist with music 

camp this year, in the areas of snacks, recreation and 

guides. No musical expertise required, just a love for 

Midway’s children!  

Contact me at judy.dodd@midwaypca.org  

 

 

 
 

 
THE FELLOWSHIP CLASS is planning a day tour on 
the scenic Tennessee River on Thursday June 11.  The tour 
is being conducted by Willis Tours. The fee of 
$72.95\person includes the coach ride to and from Chatta-
nooga, river cruise, buffet lunch, entertainment, and bingo. 
If interested while a few seats are available,  please contact 
Carolyn Garmon at 770-590-7725 or Lucy Todd at 770-
778-1331. 
 
 
SPECIAL CARE MINISTRY is in need of additional 
volunteers. If you would like to volunteer please contact 
Jennifer Nichols at nursery@midwaypca.org.  
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
We wanted to update our Midway family about what’s 

going on in the library. First off, the Midway book fair 

at Barnes & Noble was a huge success.  The Midway 

library will add over $850 worth of new books!  

 

This year the money will buy 18 more Enchantment of 

the World books, each book is on a different country. 

Each country’s culture, history, and geography are ex-

plored in detail, allowing readers a chance to see how 

people live in faraway nations. Readers of all ages will 

enjoy these recently published books. 

 

We also want to share the great news that since last 

summer over 4500 books have been checked out of the 

Midway library! The use of the library by church mem-

bers is at an all time high.  

 

Many people do not know that if you are a member of 

Midway church you can check books, DVD’s, and 

CD’s out of the library. First time users need to fill out a 

yellow card and leave it in the basket that is marked 

“CHURCH” on the circulation desk. There are instruc-

tions posted on how to check out items from the library. 

The library also has an on line data base which is acces-

sible from the computer in the library.   

 

Have a blessed summer, 

 

Sandy Burton & Julie Bell 
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Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
 

Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike and Ivana Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy B. – MTW, Enterprise 
Terry and Mary Rose Dykstra – RUF, GA Tech 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, AL / Africa 
Jennifer Kent RUF, UAH 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

So how are your roots? Psalm 1 speaks of the man who is 
blessed by God as one who delights in His word.  Verse 3, 
“His is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields 
its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever 
he does prospers.” Largely unseen, roots serve a plant by 
both holding it in the ground and by taking up water neces-
sary for life. Similarly we as Christians are to have our spir-
itual roots deeply in God’s word taking up spiritual nour-
ishment and anchoring us against the winds of culture.  

Christianity in Africa is often described as being a mile 
wide but only an inch deep. To give depth to the believers 
African Bible University in Uganda has been training men 
and women in sound reformed theology for 10 years. This 
year the largest class will graduate 39 students from five 
African countries (Uganda, Sudan, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Kenya and Malawi).  I was really impressed with 
the following prayer request in the ABU prayer letter from 
May. “Please pray for our students as they prepare for fi-
nal exams. Grades of course are important at a university, 
but more important than grades is that the students’ hearts, 
minds and wills are being formed according to the purpose 
and plan of our great and sovereign God. Pray that the ex-
amination process will serve to help the students absorb 
and internalize all they have been studying, in preparation 
for greater effectiveness in their calling and ministry.”  
This is of course the goal of all our bible studies, Sunday 
school classes and sermons to take what is studied and ap-
ply it to our lives. Don’t just take a sip but sink your roots 
deep for a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Our missionaries for the month of June are Palmer and Jo-
anna Robertson and their 3 sons Murray, Elliot and Daniel. 
They now split their year between Uganda and England 
where Palmer is able to do research and write books. His 
latest The Flow of the Psalms will bring him to the States 
along with the Sing Psalm Choir. They are a group, three of 
whom are graduates, from African Bible University in 
Uganda, who sensing the barrenness of worship among 
many African churches, have determined to revive the 
Psalms for singing.  So they are putting the psalms of 
Scripture to authentic African tunes accompanied by au-
thentic African instruments. On June 14

th
 we will have the 

honor to sit under the teaching of O. Palmer Robertson on 
the flow of the Psalms during combined Sunday school 
classes and to hear the choir. Plan to stay for a catered 
lunch to praise God for His ACTS and to hear more from 
the Sing Psalms Choir. 

As Paul writes in Colossians 2:6, 7, “So then just as you 
received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, root-
ed and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you 
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness” 

-Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 

To receive email letters as they come in send your email 
address to bladesg@bellsouth.net and you can be added to 
the list to receive their prayer letters. There is also a very 
faithful group who prays every Sunday afternoon through 
all the letters and emails that come from our missionaries 
that week. You are invited to join in to pray Sunday after-
noons beginning at 5:15 in the Berean Sunday school room.  
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Presbyterian History 
 

Please read the letter below from Rev. Todd Allen as a correction to the article last month regarding Presbyter-

ian History.  
 
Dear David, 
  

I finished reading the Midway Messenger with the inclusion of Wayne Sparkman's Post on Historic Property Cases and 
note that it contains the same error on the outcome in the Savannah Superior Court Jury decision that was in the article he 
wrote in his post, namely that the Jury ruled against the two local churches when in fact the jury did just the opposite. The 
jury ruled in favor of the two local churches and awarded the property rights to them.  
  

Had we lost our case in the Chatham County Superior Court we 
would not have appealed to the Georgia Supreme Court. We were not  
prepared to do so nor were we financially able to do so. In my case I would  
have been forced to move out of the church manse with my wife and four  
children and arrange other housing.    

  

We never took the presbytery to court, they took us to court, The Administrative Commission of Savannah Presbytery de-
clared the churches vacant. They removed all authority from all the ruling elders and the two ministers. They stated that 
they would secure ministerial leadership and continue to provide worship services for all who wished 
to continue their membership in the two local churches. By their action they claimed jurisdiction and ownership of the lo-
cal church properties. The two churches then sought an injunction to prevent the presbytery from forcefully coming on the 
church property. This issued in the matter going to the Savannah Georgia Chatham County Superior Court for adjudica-
tion.  
 

I ought to mention that one crucial issue for the jury to decide was our argument that the PCUS had violated its church 
constitution by advocating and endorsing civil disobedience. We cited The Westminster confession of faith on The Civil 
Magistrate, Chapter XX!!I 4 to show that what they endorsed and advocated by Civil Disobedience was a violation of our 
church constitution. We gave evidence to the Jury to show that this was going on at that time in Georgia. After the trial 
was over I learned  that one woman on the jury needed to be persuaded and convinced that civil disobedience was suffi-
cient justification under the denomination’s constitution for the two churches to withdraw from the denomination. She did 
finally agree with the other jurors and the jury vote was unanimous in favor of both local churches to withdraw from the 
PCUS with their church property. 
 

Remember that we had to argue the way we did because the law at that time in Georgia was a case known as Mack Verses 
Kime, which stated that a trust was established between a denomination and the local churches affiliated with it. We had 
to show to the jury that the PCUS had violated the trust between us by having violated the church constitution, which was 
the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.  
 

After the United States Supreme Court decision remanded the case back to the Georgia Supreme Court with its decision to 
use neutral principles of law in adjudicating church property disputes the Georgia Supreme Court then strut down Mack 
VS Kime.  Mack VS Kime is no longer the law in Georgia and based on the neutral principles of law the court ruled unan-
imously in favor of the two local churches, awarding them their church property.  
  

I hope an appropriate correction on Historic Property Cases can be in the next issue of the Midway Messenger and else-
where as well. I believe it is significant to note that all five court decisions were decided unanimously.  
  

I have been comforted in considering my personal involvement in 3 1/2 years of litigation against my brethren in Savan-
nah Presbytery that there were other elders and church members who stood with me. But sad to say there were many oth-
er Christians and denominations who stood with the Savannah Presbytery in their case against us. However, I can honestly 
say that during the long years of litigation and to this very day I never in my heart bore them any ill will and that I love 
them in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
  

I also fully believe that God’s sovereign hand was manifested in the outcome of this case. All glory goes to Him! I praise 
God that when the litigation in this matter was finalized the PCA came into existence and that our PCA Book of Church 
Order protects the property rights of local churches. I thank God that there is a continuing Presbyterian Church today pro-
claiming the doctrines of the Reformed faith, and especially is that true here at Midway Presbyterian Church. 
  

Your brother in Christ, 
  

Todd W Allen 
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