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The Pleasure of Being a Pastor 
by Pastor David Hall 
 

A favorite sin of the pastorate is complaining. God’s peo-
ple have long been tempted with the sin of grumbling—
which actually is a cursing of God’s good providence. Pas-
tors and leaders can also lapse into this for a number of 
reasons, ranging from carrying around an entitlement men-
tality to a misunderstanding of calling and from envy 
(Spurgeon identified envy as the chief sin of the ministry) 
to unfair comparisons. 
 
And I realize that I have sinned often in this area. 
 
But there are also times when it is absolutely glorious to 
be a pastor. One of those times is when we focus on the 
suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus as we were able 
to do in April. What a joy to be with you to meditate on 
Christ’s death on Palm Sunday, his extreme love on 
Maundy Thursday, and this radiant resurrection on Easter. 
To be able to serve in this church in this month has been a 
pleasure and a blessing. 
 
And the week after Easter was no let down. It’s a signal 
joy to be a pastor as our church is expanding locally and in 
strategic missionary outreach. What a joy to hear from a 
pastor and sister church in Sheffield, England on the even-
ing of April 12. Elder Bob Whitaker came to the pulpit 
and encouraged us all with the grant to help this church 
purchase their Hill Top chapel, originally constructed in 
1630. The unity of the body is thrilling when it is ener-
gized. 
 
This was added to the joy of Elder Jim Wolff presenting a 
grant to the Evangelical Reformed Seminary of Ukraine 
back in February—each of these times with members of 
the churches in England and Ukraine viewing by 
livestream in real time. 
 
We are in for another treat on June 14 when Dr. Palmer 
Robertson, president of the African Bible University, and 
a small troup of singers will visit us. The SINGPSALMS 
AFRICA project is a creative effort to use the words of the 

Psalms in English, set to indigenous African harmonies, 
with little instrumentation. We think you’ll find this re-
freshing. Also on June 14

th
, Dr. Robertson will present a 

special seminar during a combined Sunday School time on 
“The Flow of the Psalms,” which will help set in our 
minds where certain psalms fit. Don’t miss this!! 
 
And coming up are spring picnics, music recitals, gradua-
tion recognitions, celebration for the Cemetery Associa-
tion, and other ministries, quickly followed by Vacation 
Bible School (see below) and Music Camp—all surround-
ed by regular worship and bible classes.  
 
So let me say again what a pleasure it has been these past 
6 months to be your pastor. It is a blessed season, in which 
the Lord is favoring us with unity, peace, upbuilding, and 
witness. It’s really hard to ask for much more, isn’t it.?! 
And we call on each of you to lend a hand by praying, 
supporting, giving, attending, and reaching out. When a 
church enjoys a season of peace and unity, it can either 
grow slovenly . . . or double-down and reach out while the 
foundation is strong. 
 
Plans are also in the works for Midway to witness to Haiti 
in July, Burma in the fall, to China, Belarus, Ukraine, and 
the Middle East through translations of sound reformed 
works as we speak. 
 
Moreover, Midway is stewarding your gifts to assist with 
training future seminary professors, ruling elders at Gen-
eral Assembly, and other young leaders. 
 
Our missionaries are spreading out, and all our leadership 
is seeking to build up the body of Christ, while it is day. 
Do, please, join us in prayer and praise. And plan to be 
with us for a special celebration on Sunday June 14

th
. Put 

that date down and more details are forthcoming. 
 
What a pleasure to be a pastor. May God bless his church 
as her faith brings about obedience (Rom. 1:5) and is a 
witness to the ends of the earth (Rom. 1:8). 

 

 



Children’s Ministry 
 

Children's Programs at Midway 

Highlighted by VBS 
by Brad Winsted 

 

Many of you have already noticed the bustle, banners, fli-

ers and signs around our preparations for Vacation Bible 

School June 1-5. The theme this year for VBS is "Who Do 

You Say I Am?" During this week we will be focusing in 

on how Jesus defined Himself to others. The kids will be 

taught what it meant when Jesus said He was "the Light of 

the World" or "the Bread of Life" along with many other 

descriptions.  The verse of the week is John 14:6, "I am 

the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through Me". 
 

Michelle Mitchell, Children's Intern, and Brad Winsted, 

Children's Director, have written the teaching  curriculum 

for the week and around 60 volunteers from the church 

will combine their efforts to make this week a memorable 

one. Not on!y do we have a special program/track for four 

year olds, but our teachers, guides (those who assist the 

kids to be at the right place at the right time), craft leaders, 

snacks and recreation organizers, registration folks and 

other helpers all work together to ensure a memorable 

week.  This year as we did last year, we will end the week, 

not Friday afternoon on the bouncies, climbing walls and 

slides, but on Sunday morning with a special program for 

the kids and their going in front of the congregation before 

the morning service on June 7 to sing the theme song and 

recite the memory verse for the week. 
 

Hopefully , you have already signed up to be a volunteer. 

Please consider this, we need your help. 
 

It would be easy to be so caught up in the VBS week that 

one could forget the other work around the children's pro-

grams at Midway. Our goal for the many children's pro-

grams is to show our covenant children their need for a 

Savior and to be an active member in God's church. We do 

not wish to supplant the parent's prominent role in this 

process, but complement it.  The ages of the kids involved 

in the children's programs (not considering the excellent 

nursery ministry) at Midway Church are from 4 to 11. 
 

One of the methods  we use to accomplish our goals is to 

provide sound, reformed teaching each Sunday morning 

during Sunday School and Children's Church. There is an 

opening assembly at 9:45 am where all  the kids sing 

songs and hymns along with recognizing birthdays and 

other events.  Then they are dismissed to their age-

appropriate class.  We use the educational materials from 

Great Commission Publications, the publishing organiza-
tion of our denomination.  Our teachers are members of 

our congregation who graciously give their time and tal-

ents to instruct our boys and girls.  
 

Also, Wednesday evening following Children's choir we 

continue teaching the children at Kid's Club from 7 to 8 

pm. The teaching centers around the Children's Catechism, 

but we also have a lot of fun with skits, recreation and Bi-

ble memorization. The curriculum we use is Children's 

Ministry International. Why do we bother catechizing our 

covenant children? As biblical Christians and reformed 

Presbyterian we know that our catechisms provide a ques- 

tion and answer approach through our basic doctrines and 

beliefs. Kids love to provide answers to questions. Why 

not give them the best, most Bible- centered answers? 

Throughout Scripture in Exodus, Deuteronomy, Joshua 

and the Psalms we see  related verses saying something 

like, "when your children ask you about these things, tell 

them...." 

 

Every time a topical section of the Children's catechism is 

completed we have a party at one our parent's homes 

where the kids are recognized who have memorized that 

group of questions and answers. Of course, we also have a 

cookout and play lots of games at these events. 

 

Additionally, throughout the year we have other special 

fellowship and fun events for the kids and their parents. In 

the summer (June and July), we have "Terrific Tuesdays" 

when we meet in the morning to either swim, take outings, 

visit kid-friendly  venues or prepare something special at 

the church like a "rocket launch". Every October 31st we 

sponsor a " Reformation Day" celebration alternative to 

Halloween where we learn our Reformation distinc-

tives/heritage in a fun, costume atmosphere of games and 

a supper. 

 

Again, we take our responsibilities seriously of diligently 

teaching and guiding our children in the things of the 

Lord. We need your help. Many of you are already assist-

ing us by being teachers, signing up to help with Chil-

dren's Church every Sunday morning and evening or as-

sisting Wednesday evenings. With members like 

yourselves volunteering we can rotate people through in-

frequently, our goal being once every three months. Please 

email me at [brad.winsted@midwaypca.org] if you can 

help. 

 

Children are our one of our most important legacies at 

Midway Presbyterian Church. We are always one genera-

tion away from apostasy if we do not give our covenant 

children a solid foundation of biblical truth. Remember 

when you raised your hand as a member when a covenant 

child was baptized to assist the parents in raising that 

child? Here is a opportunity to do just that as you pray for 

and assist the Children's Ministry at our church. 
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Music Ministry 
 

From the Music Director 
by Judy Dodd 

 
As the school year comes to an end, we celebrate many 

things in the lives of our families. Children are promoted 

from one grade to the next, and graduate from high school, 

with many looking forward to entering college or finding 

that perfect job. In addition to their year-end school activi-

ties, we mark the close of their school year with a church 

choir recital. This year, our annual Spring Recital for 

Children’s Choirs will be on Sunday evening, May 3rd 

at the 6:00 service. These singers work very hard through-

out the year improving their musical skills, and acquiring 

the discipline that excellent music demands, with their ul-

timate goal being to serve Christ through the music of His 

church. It takes several skilled musicians to support a 

graded church choir program. Many thanks to Rebecca 

Michelson, Cami Fish, Wanda Robinson, Christian Mi-

chelson, Kaliste Fish, Abby Eller and Arie Motschman for 

their untiring efforts with our children. These leaders care 

for your children, and seek to serve our Lord through this 

program. This year’s recital will be in conjunction with 

our Annual Youth Service which recognizes our graduat-

ing seniors. Please plan to attend! 

 

Our 5
th
 Music Camp will be June 15-19, 9:00 a.m.-12:00. 

The camp is open to rising 1st-12
th

 graders. You may reg-

ister online by visiting our church website. Also, registra-

tion forms will be located in the hallway of the music suite 

and on the Children’s Ministry table located on the first 

floor. Registration deadline is Wednesday, June 10th. The 

purpose of the camp is to educate the participants about 

the role of music in worship, and to make progress in the 

area of music literacy. Why music literacy? There are over 

700 hymns in our hymnbook, including a fairly large per-

centage of hymns that we do not know. The primary music 

educational goal in every music camp is to equip the par-

ticipants with the necessary musical knowledge to sing at 

sight a hymn which they have never heard. In addition to 

the theory & sight-singing classes, the campers will attend 

an assembly led by Mr. Graham Svendsen, participate in a 

handbell class, and sing in the camp choir. Each morning 

will include a snack break, and the week will conclude 

with an end-of-camp pizza party at noon on Friday the 

19th. The Music Camp Choir will sing for the 6:00 service 

on June 21st. The week promises to be a great opportunity 

for our Midway children. There is no charge for attending 

this camp, and we welcome visitors. We also will be ask-

ing for volunteers to assist with the camp this year in the 

areas of snack service, recreation and guides. Make plans 
now to participate . . . children, youth and adults! 

 

This summer, our adult choir will be taking a few weeks 

off. They work very hard throughout the year to provide 

excellent music for our weekly worship services. It will be 

a nice break for them, and an opportunity to worship with 

their friends and family on the main floor of our Sanctu-

ary. In the absence of a choir, many of our gifted singers 

will be offering solos in the place normally occupied by 

the choral anthem in our morning liturgy. Rehearsals for 

adult choir will resume Wednesday, July 29
th

. Hmmmm . . 

. that would be an excellent time to join the choir. We al-

ways look forward to new singers joining us as we praise 

our Lord in song. Just think about it.  

 

That’s it for now. Enjoy your summer, and wherever you 

find yourself, keep singing! 

 

Sing to the Lord, you saints of his; praise his holy name. – 
Psalm 30:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Tribute to My Friend / Announcements 
 

A Tribute to My Friend 
by Ann Tippins 

 

I once heard a modern day theologian rebuke another 

for referring to the death of a Christian colleague as 

“untimely.” I understand his objection buy I think it is 

human nature to talk when we see one taken in what we 

think of as the “prime of life.” 

 

Kris Warren Joiner was born to Fred and Margaret War-

ren on May 3, 1963 and married her sweetheart, Ken 

Joiner in 1984. By god’s grace, they became parents of 

a precious daughter Jessica. This year, Kris’s birthday 

will be celebrated in Heaven.  

 

Kris was only one of a handful of our current congrega-

tion who attended Midway her entire life, and I had the 

privilege of knowing her throughout her life. From early 

childhood, she loved music, playing the piano, and she 

loved to sing. Growing up just before the advent of our 

youth choir program, she simply became the youngest 

member of the adult choir! God gifted her with a beauti-

ful voice and she was determined to use it to praise 

Him! 

 

My relationship with Kris evolved over the years. Ini-

tially I was the “teacher” and she was the “student” as I 

played the piano for Bible School, Sunday school and 

choirs, and she sang. I was one of her fourth grade 

teachers at Compton Elementary and later cheered her 

on as she performed the part of “Aunt Eller” in the mu-

sical “Oklahoma” at McEachern High School. Often 

accompanying her solos for weddings, funerals, and 

Sunday Evening Services, it was eventually my privi-

lege to serve under her direction of our church high 

school choir “One Accord.” It was in that context that I 

saw her gift of inspiring these young singers to give 

their best efforts in service and praise to the Lord. She 

truly had a way with them, challenging them with piec-

es that stretched their musical horizons, but always with 

the goal of glorifying the Lord with their voices. She 

loved them and they loved “Miss Kris” and flourished 

under her leadership. 

 

During the time that I was the organist in our former 

sanctuary, Kris’s seat in the Adult Choir was one of the 

closest in proximity to the organ. On more than one oc-

casion, I lost count of which verse we were on in a 5 or 

6 stanza hymn, but Kris’s strong, clear soprano voice 

and good enunciation would enable me to find a phrase 

so that we would all end at the same time! Sometimes 

she detected my predicament and mercifully indicated 

the verse number with her fingers, sparing me from cer-

tain embarrassment! 

 

I know that I am only one of many who miss Kris great-

ly and of course her family most of all. Her funeral ser-

vice was an apt summation of the way she lived her life. 

It was worshipful and God-centered with her name 

mentioned sparingly. The focus was on the Lord and 

what He meant to Kris and to us who loved her. I can-

not think of a more fitting tribute to one’s life on this 

earth than to be remembered as a person who in life and 

in death sought to glorify God. As we recited in unison 

at her funeral service from the Heidelberg Catechism: 

 

 What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

 

 That I am not my own, 

 But belong— 

 Body and soul, 

 In life and in death— 

 To my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

 

******************************* 

 

  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

June 1-5 
“Who Do You Say I Am?” 

Register now at www.midwaypca.org to guarantee a 

spot and a T-shirt. On-line registrations close May 24
th
. 

We still need volunteers to help, contact Michelle 

Mitchell or Brad Winsted. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Music Camp June 15

th
 -19

th
! 

 

 
HAITI MEDICAL MISSION TRIP 

Anyone interested in serving on the medical team for the 

Haiti mission trip this summer (Dates: July 18-25), please 

contact Marc Harrington at meh8171@yahoo.com The 

ideal person would have a medical background: doctor, 

nurse, nurse tech., etc. 

 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

Please join Midway Covenant Christian School as we 

celebrate National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May 7
th
 

at 8:40am in front of the sanctuaries. 
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Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
 

Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike and Ivana Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy B. – MTW, Enterprise 
Terry and Mary Rose Dykstra – RUF, GA Tech 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, AL / Africa 
Jennifer Kent RUF, UAH 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

It is seed planting time. Many annual flowers and vegeta-

bles are super easy to grow from seeds. But not all plants 

are easy. God in His wisdom gave many seeds a hard seed 

coat so they don’t germinate before the conditions are just 

right. It may take a winter or two of freezing temperatures 

followed by summer moisture for some tree seeds to sprout. 

Or the fruit seed may need to travel through the digestive 

tract of a bird before it is conveniently deposited, with ferti-

lizer, far from the mother plant. 

In the Bible the good news of Jesus Christ is compared 

many times to seeds. While it is to be freely sown not all 

will germinate. Our missionaries work in a variety of cul-

tures and what works in one may not be appropriate for 

even a neighboring people. Pray for wisdom and boldness 

tempered with cultural sensitivity.  

Our missionaries of the month for May are Guillermo and 

Jeanie Salinas church planters in Mexico. Like so many of 

our missionaries they work in a variety of ministries plant-

ing gospel seeds all focused on making disciples and plant-

ing strong reformed churches. From the beginning of their 

19 years of ministry, Guillermo has had the vision of estab-

lishing a presbytery in their state of Guerrero. One of the 

newer areas for outreach is the Bible Study in La Puerta. 

While it is small they have been encouraged to see it grow 

through the outreach of the puppet/drama team and those 

that have been trained in evangelism. The children’s home 

(that has received funds from your over and above giving) 

“is operating on its own and we are asking God to show us 
what the next step is. This home is full and the problem of 

abused and abandoned children continues. As the “Manos 
de Dios” ministry has developed we have realized that the 

parents are the ones that need the life changing ministry of 

the Gospel and the self sacrificing love of Christ. We would 
be very grateful if you join us in continued prayer for His 

will to be done and the transforming power of the Gospel to 

change the desperate situation of many families.” 
 

In June Midway will have the honor to sit under the teach-

ing of O. Palmer Robertson on the flow of the Psalms and 

to hear the Sing Psalms choir. They are a group of gradu-

ates from African Bible University in Uganda, who sensed 

the barrenness of worship among many African churches, 

have determined to revive the Psalms for singing.  So they 

are putting the psalms of Scripture to authentic African 

tunes accompanied by authentic African instruments.  

Please continue to pray for our summer Haiti mission team. 

Thanks for your support at the family picnic April 25
th
. 

 To receive email letters as they come in send your email 

address to bladesg@bellsouth.net and you can be added to 

the list to receive their prayer letters. There is also a very 

faithful group who prays every Sunday afternoon through 

all the letters and emails that come from our missionaries 

that week. You are welcome to join in to pray each Sunday 

afternoon at  5:15 in the Berean Sunday school room.  

Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
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Presbyterian History 
 

New post on This Day in Presbyterian History 
 

 

April 17: Historic Property Cases 
by Wayne Sparkman 

On April 17, 1966, because of extreme liberal trends in their parent church, two Savannah Presbyterian churches, Hull 

Memorial and Eastern Heights, led by their pastors Clifford Brewton and Todd Allen, voted to sever all ties with the Presby-

terian Church U. S. denomination. This Action resulted in the Presbytery attempting to take control of the property, and a 

court case, settled first by a local jury that ruled against the two congregations, and then was finally settled in 1970 by the 

U. S. Supreme Court in favor of the local churches. 

The Savannah court case was an unprecedented, history-making event that overturned nearly 100 years of inequitable law 

practices in the United States and changed the way the civil courts in the future could deal with church property disputes. 

The case caused major church denominations to study their administration, relations, and rules relating to their connection 

with local church congregations. The specific and immediate effect of the case was a means for a somewhat peaceful 

withdrawal in 1973—with their properties—of some 250 churches from the Presbyterian Church U. S.  The case was a cru-

cial element in the success of the Continuing Church movement that resulted in the formation of the Presbyterian Church 

in America (PCA). 

The significance of the historic event was, at least in that immediate historical context, that no longer could church tribu-

nals exercise property takeover tactics to force compliance to certain disputed doctrines, or for any other reason the de-

nomination may choose: Ended was the practice of stealing church property in the name of organized religion. This case 

liberated those local churches in the PCUS from denominational tyranny. 

The heart of the Supreme Court ruling in the Savannah case was in favor of what are termed neutral principles of law, as 

opposed to the civil court being guided or even ruled by the doctrines (including bylaws and constitution) of the denomi-

nation. 

During the time that the property issue continued to be debated and was sent to the Georgia Supreme Court, Pastor 

Brewton accepted an appointment as an aide to Governor Lester Maddox, resigned the pastorate at Hull Memorial, and 

moved to Atlanta. Meanwhile Pastor Todd Allen was at the forefront in the property struggle through the Georgia Supreme 

Court, which ruled for the local churches, and the case then went onward to the U. S. Supreme Court. Allen also was a 

leader in organizing Vanguard Presbytery in 1972, a new presbytery established for churches withdrawing from the PCUS, 

thus providing them a Presbytery to join while awaiting the formation of the new denomination. 

Wayne Sparkman | April 17, 2015 at 12:05 am | Tags: Georgia, Presbyterian Church, Supreme Court, Todd 

Allen | Categories: April 2015 | URL: http://wp.me/p25Zh5-2er 
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