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July Opportunities 
by Rev. David Hall 

 June has been an incredibly blessed month around 

here. We had a fantastic Vacation Bible School the first 

week of June, with lots of children, lots of workers, lots of 

bible memorization, and lots of cooperation. Thank you 

all. 

 Then Pastor Harrington kicked us off with a fine 

Bible Study on Proverbs. Do join us at 7:00 PM on 

Wednesday nights (or the excellent prayer group that 

meets in the Conference room) as we examine various top-

ics. This week, the topic is “Money, Investing, and Envy.” 

Next we will look at different bible study methods to get 

the most out of Proverbs. Several pastors will rotate for the 

teaching, and the fellowship in the relaxed summer sched-

ule is great. 

 Judy Dodd and Arie Motschman (along with 

many volunteers) worked with over 70 children in our 

Music Camp. 

 And June 14
th
 was a blessed day as we celebrated 

the Lord’s work in our midst and the growing work of our 

ACTS (Acclaiming Christ Through Stewardship) ministry. 

It is amazing to see the seeds of this church’s ministry be-

ing sown in Haiti, England, Ukraine, China, Burma, and to 

other reformed works in the USA. 

 In the month ahead, there are many opportunities 

as well.  

 We just had a fund-raiser for our mission to Haiti. 

Please pray for (and give to this work), and join in 

supporting those who go to minister. 

 In the evening worship for July 12, our excellent 

musicians will be joining me to present, practice, 

and learn some new hymns. Think of this as 

Christmas in July and join us. 

 Many Sunday school classes and bible studies are 

ongoing; be sure to have your families in these. 

 Best of all, every Lord’s Day—we won’t resched-

ule a one!—God visits to meet with his people. 

And his Word and Spirit are at work. 

 

Summer is a great time to enjoy the ministry and fellow-

ship of your church. And it’s a great time to invite your 

friends. 

 

And for down the road . . . RESERVE the DATES for our 

annual Reformation Worship Conference, Oct 22-25. The 

brochure and schedule is available at: 

www.reformationworship.org, and we have copies of bro-

chures if you’d like to share the word with friends. It 

would help us to have 100 ambassadors from Midway to 

help spread the word. We have a magnificent conference 

scheduled, and you don’t even have to leave the county to 

attend. 
 

God is on his Throne 
Maybe the news events seem to overwhelm you from time 

to time. If so, remember that God is on his Throne—in all 

circumstances and at all points (Rom. 8:28; Mk 4:27). 

What if, for example, a nation passed a law, and the gov-

ernors ratified it, saying that humans could lie, steal, ma-

raud, or be as stupid as possible? Call it ‘the Right to be 

Stupid or the Forest Gump Affirmative Act (it was Gump 

who quoted his momma as saying, ‘Stupid is as stupid 

does”).’ That’s just a “what if?” question.  
 

But what if our laws allowed people to go diametrically 

opposite of how God said we should go? Would that mean 

that our beliefs should change? Of course not. Would that 

mean that God had been wrong in the past and stood badly 

in need of an upgrade? No, as Romans 3:4 says, “Let God 

be true and every man a liar.” 
 

Would legislation to ensure that we could be as stupid as 

imaginable call for us to align with stupidity? Absolutely 

not. 
 

We will still know (and praise God) that our Lord is on the 

Throne, his kingdom is marching (Mt. 16:18), and we’ll 

work all the more to live non-stupid lives and teach our 

children the paths of wisdom. See, that’s another reason to 

study the book of Proverbs. 

.

http://www.reformationworship.org/


Senior Pastor cont. 
CUTTING FLOOR. While preparing to preach on 1 

Cor 14, I ran across some excellent commentary by Rev. 

Robert Rayburn below. It’s worth reading slowly. 

******************** 

“What matters, says Paul here in 1 Corinthians 14, what 

matters in our worship and matters in our life, is the faith 

we place in Jesus Christ and the loving obedience and ser-

vice that flows from that faith. And crucial to the creation 

of that faith in the first place and its cultivation afterward 

is that instruction of the mind and heart that comes from 

the Word of God rightly communicated and properly un-

derstood. Five words of that instruction are worth more 

than 10,000 words that create only a terrific experience! 

 

This was an important part of the recovery of the truth at 

the time of the Reformation and was a major insight of the 

second reformation movements, such as English and Scot-

tish Puritanism. Those men understood, as they were ac-

customed to saying, that "all grace enters by the under-

standing." God does not move hearts by some kind of 

invisible violence. He addresses their minds with words 

and summons them to respond with intelligent faith and 

obedience. The first duty of man is to understand what 

God is saying to him and then to act in conformity with 

that understanding. The only way to the heart the preacher 

is authorized to take is that way that runs through the head. 

[Packer, Quest for Godliness, 281] Or, as Richard Baxter 

once put it, "Ignorance is almost every error. First light - 

then heat!" [Ibid, 69-70] 

 

Satan understands this principle very well. He knows that 

he can undo everything by putting the wrong thinking in a 

Christian mind. Or, as Calvin put it, "Satan is an acute 

theologian." And so when he came to Adam and Eve in 

the Garden and when he came to our Savior, to tempt 

them, to derail them from that obedience to God in which 

true life is found, he used arguments and sought to con-

vince their minds that they had been thinking incorrectly. 

 

Oh, no, 1 Corinthians 14 is not some text of merely an-

tique interest. We do not read it only to find out what 

things happened long ago when the apostles were in the 

church and the foundation of the new epoch was being laid 

down. We read it to find out what comes first in Christian 

life and Christian worship. We read it to discover, even in 

the miracles that no longer occur, what principles are to 

govern our life, our worship still today. 

 

Do you want to know why the sermon takes more time in 

our worship than any other part of it? Well, here is the an-

swer. There are other answers, but here is the first one. 

God deals with us through the understanding. He com-
municates to us through words. He calls unbelievers to 

faith in that way and he builds up and encourages and 

sanctifies his children in that same way. Hymns are im-

portant, but no where does the Bible give us the impres-

sion that hymns are as important to our Christian life as 

the right understanding of and a full hearted submission to 

the Word of God. That is why we don't sing more than we 

hear the Word. Prayers are very important. But you cannot 

pray aright, no one can, who does not first know the truth 

about God, about his will for our lives, about prayer itself. 

The understanding comes first. It must. 

 

Prophesy in those days was the powerful, authoritative de-

liverance of the Word of God. It's equivalent in our day is 

the Bible itself. But its equivalent effect - or if not equiva-

lent, its like effect - is produced when the Bible is read and 

heard with honest minds and hearts and understood. That 

is what preaching is for. And that is why there is a sermon 

in a Christian worship service, as, no doubt there was even 

in Paul's day, when there were also prophets and tongues-

speakers. 

 

The prominent visual place occupied by this pulpit in this 

sanctuary is the witness we bear to the role of God's Word 

in our lives and our hunger and thirst to know his Word, to 

understand it, to believe it, and to obey it. And nothing 

those Corinthian prophets said under direct inspiration of 

the Spirit of God amounts to any different message than 

that which is contained in this holy book and proclaimed 

to you Lord's Day after Lord's Day. 

 

Some of you have one kind of spiritual experience and 

others have another. Some of you are richer in the happier 

experiences than others. Others in the darker experiences. 

That is God's doing and no one can explain that. But, at 

the last, your particular experience is not the measure of 

your life. Rather, your life as a Christian, as a human be-

ing, will be measured by how firmly you believed what 

God told you and how earnestly and faithfully you obeyed 

God's commands. Trust and Obey, as the old song had it. 

Feel by all means, as God gives you to feel, but first, and 

last, trust and obey. And to do that you need to understand, 

you need to know, you need to have your mind instructed 

in the truth of God. 

 
**************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nursery Ministry 
 

NURSERY MINISTRY NEWS: 
by Jennifer Nichols 

The Nursery Ministry was created and designed especially 

for our growing membership of babies and under four year 

olds. We have six children’s rooms in the Nursery Minis-

try, some for babies to sleep and others for the children to 

spread out and be with other children their same age. The 

babies have age appropriated toys and baby equipment.  

The older Nursery Ministry classes learn how to “do” their 

Sunday school class with GCP curriculum, color pages 

and beginning worship. When creating the classroom envi-

ronment, we chose toys that are similar in every room. 

When designing our Nursery hallway, we designed it with 

child protection in mind.  We were blessed to be able to 

request every room with large windows, even the chil-

dren’s restrooms have door windows in case the children 

get into mischief or have difficulty.  

 

As wonderfully nice as our Nursery rooms are, they are 

nothing but walls with toys without the loving volunteers, 

meticulous staff and “Jean-the-Janitor” who takes care to 

keep our areas every week tidy and clean. Thank you to all 

of my Nursery Team of Supervisors and Staff: Sherri 

Dean, Mary David, Mallory David, Amy Harber, Liza 

Hendrix, Beckie MacGregor, Kindy Moore, Leslie Nich-

ols, Jennifer Nolan, Patti Schrock, and Nancy Pritchett. 

Our Sunday morning Supervisors work every other month 

so they may enjoy worship upstairs half of the time, while 

maintaining a welcoming, familiar presence for our Nurse-

ry children upon arrival. Our Nursery Ministry is founded 

upon very precise policies for the protection of our chil-

dren. Each room has an adult volunteer, with possibly a 

youth volunteer assisting and a Supervisor who takes care 

of all the diapers and taking the children to go potty. Our 

Nursery Ministry Supervisors are acutely aware of their 

responsibility in child protection, our policies have been in 

place for a couple of decades and have been timeless in 

their nature.  

 

We have the best volunteers that are so eager, faithful and 

dependable to come on their scheduled day once every 

seven weeks. The Pre-teens and older youth Nursery vol-

unteers are very helpful and are very needed in the Nurse-

ry Ministry. Once we train our youth and with on the job 

experience, they know many ways to be useful and they 

leave with many new ideas and skills in childcare and 

classroom management.  Our Youth volunteers, ten years 

old and up, are so happy to serve because they are regard-

ed as invaluable helpers, not just as kids. We need more 

Nursery Ministry Volunteers, the more we have on rota-

tion, the less often we will need you to help.  

 

My own teen and adult “children” and many others have 

gained so much from volunteering in the Midway Nursery 

Ministry. The blessing of serving the Lord and having fun 

simultaneously is immeasurable. As they spend over seven 

Sundays a year helping, many tricks are learned.  My 

daughter knows now that blowing bubbles may make even 

the saddest baby stop crying, even if for only a second.  

My oldest son, helped since he was 12 and has so many 

childcare skills. He prefers the babies and younger tod-

dlers and loves to calm them and make them smile.  In the 

past he would be hanging around the church with his 

youth friends and a young nursery friend would see him in 

the hallway and point him out to their mother.  One moth-

er came to me and was amazed that her little boy did not 

say many words but when he saw Paul in the hallways, he 

would say, “ball, ball”… at first she thought he saw a ball 

somewhere then she saw Paul and realized her son recog-

nized Paul from volunteering in the Nursery. 

 

I must not leave out the wonderful Parents, Grandparents, 

and Young Adults that give up their time of worship or 

Sunday school to come, serve our Lord Jesus, and leave 

with many blessings by being such a blessing to the young 

families and our staff.  Thank you so much for making it a 

priority in your life by serving in the Midway Nursery 

Ministry. If you have not gotten around to becoming a part 

of our Nursery Ministry, we will have a blitz of sign up 

clipboard circulating in all the adult SS classes. Please feel 

free to sign up.  We need more Nursery Ministry Volun-

teers, the more we have on rotation, the less often we will 

need you to help. 

If reading this has peaked your interest or you have never 

wandered down below our Sanctuary to check us out, 

please feel free to come. We are having a Nursery Train-

ing (and Orientation) Class on Wednesday August  26
th

, 

from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. A Nursery Ministry tour will be 

given along with a discussion of our guidelines while we 

have pizzas.  Please plan to come, by calling or emailing 

Jennifer Nichols at 770 422-4974 extension 114 or nurse-

ry@midwaypca.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Missions  
 

MIDWAY-SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES 
 

Peter and Diane Bakelaar - MTW, Japan 
David and Stacy Bergmark – MTW, Sweden 
Kevin and Maria Bidwell – EPCEW, United Kingdom 
Wes and Kelly Calton – RUF, Kennesaw State University 
Terry and Francine Clarke – MTW, Australia 
Justin and Elizabeth Clement – RUF, University of GA 
Mike and Ivana Cuneo - MTI, Italy 
Wayne and Ann Curles – CRM, Burma 
Roy and Kristy B. – MTW, Enterprise 
Terry and Mary Rose Dykstra – RUF, GA Tech 
Dan and Rebecca Gregoire – MTW, Slovakia 
Sebastian and Isabel Heck – R2G, Germany 
Tim and Lois Hunter – WBT, AL / Africa 
Jennifer Kent RUF, UAH 
Dale and Nancy Knutson - MTW, Cambodia 
Albert and Jennifer Kona – MTA, Albania 
Endi and Kati Kovacs - CRM, Hungary 
John and Kathy Lesondak - MTW, Slovakia 
Steve and Ann Lutz – SIM, USA 
David and Jill Martin - MTW, Ukraine 
Takis Marmaras - PEF, Greece 
Mike and Robin McMahan - MTW, Zimbabwe 
Bob and Patty Meredith - NAV, Kenya 
Wayne and Amy Newsome - MTW, Japan 
Jean and Jocelyn Paul – RHI, Haiti 
Andy and Sue Peck - WBT, Orlando 
Chuck and Wyema - Restricted, Europe 
Clay and Darlene Quarterman - MTW, Ukraine 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher - MTW, South Africa 
Becky White - MTW, Taiwan 
Linda Wixon - MTW, Japan 
Nathan and Clare Richardson – HCCF, Panama 
Palmer and Joanna Robertson - ABU, Uganda 
Johan and Stephanie van der Westhuizen - MTW, Chile 
Guillermo and Jeannie Salinas - PEF, Mexico 
Roger and Dianne Smalling - MTW, Latin America 
Jan – Restricted, Europe 
Linda Summer - The Agape Puppets 
Steve and Kathy Womack – WBT, Waxhaw / Africa  
Pat Wood - PEF, Freedom Ministries 
 

Mission Organizations supported by Midway 
ABU --  African Bible University 
CRM--  Church Resource Ministries 
EPCEW – Evangelical Pres Church in England &Wales 
HCCF – Hope Christian Community Foundation 
MTA --  Mission to Albania 
MTI – Mission to Italy 
MTW --  Mission to the World 
NAV -   The Navigators 
PEF -    Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
Restricted – due to sensitive ministry 
RHI --   Reformation Hope, Inc. 
R2G -  Reformation 2 Germany 
RUF -   Reformed University Fellowship 
SIM -   Serving in Mission 
WBT --  Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

Change may not be a word that comes to your mind when 

you think of gardening but gardens are constantly changing 

because they are made up of living and growing plants. 

Someone once stated that gardening is the slowest of the 

performing arts. Plants begin life small, most times as a 

seed. Once they germinate they change rapidly as they 

grow. Growth slows when they reach maturity and then de-

cline begins followed by dying and returning to the soil. 

Annuals are perhaps the plants you would most likely no-

tice going through this process. But even large mature trees 

have a limit to their life span. Sometimes a storm will take 

out a tree leaving a large hole in the canopy. New plants 

will quickly germinate as sunlight now reaches the forest 

floor. Sometimes it is the gardener who decides a change is 

needed. It might be that some plants are not thriving due to 

repeated summer droughts or they are just too much trouble 

to maintain.  

 

Churches are also living and growing as are missionary 

support lists. Added this year to Midway’s missions budget 

are Joe and Bev Fitzpatrick and their three teens. We first 

met them in 1999 as they were itinerating to go the Philip-

pines where they served on the MTW team. There Joe 

taught Old Testament at Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

and Bev, a nurse, joined visiting medical teams . Upon 

hearing about ministry needs in Puerto Rico, the homeland 

of Joe’s mother, the Lord opened the way for relocation in 

2006. Joe has completed a doctor of ministry degree in pas-

toral counseling from Westminster Seminary and is teach-

ing Old and New Testament and counseling in various sem-

inaries and church –based study centers in Puerto Rico.  

They are part of a PCA church plant in San Juan. Bev and 

the kids tutor at a local public school and minister to at-risk 

youth. Joey the oldest will be headed to college this fall.  

 

Leaving our support list are Nathan and Clare Richard-

son and their 7 children. Having served six years at Cross-

roads Christian Academy in Panama, teaching and coach-

ing at the school there, they leave a large hole in the 

community that they have faithfully nurtured. The Richard-

sons would appreciate your prayers as Nathan job hunts 

here in the US and the children begin public school in the 

fall. Since Panama was the only home the children have 

known the adjustment to the US as third culture kids is very 

real.  

 

Summer time brings changes in schedules. Many of our 

missionaries who teach at seminaries and bible schools 

have summer breaks. Several are coming to the States like 

the Fitzpatricks and Salinas to get their students settled into 

college. Others are visiting family like Becky White and 

her parents from Christ’s College in Taiwan.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support for Haiti as Midway 

sends another team back this month both to do VBS with 

the orphans and teach at the Bible School there. Please pray 

for them and for Leslie Nichols who will be traveling with 

Linda Summer and the Agape Puppet Team throughout the 

US in July and then to Ireland in August.  

 

Of course the most important change is in the heart. As you 

pray for our missionaries ask God to go before them and 

provide Divine appointments that will fill the voids in their 

life with Gospel truth. 

 

Becky Blades, for the Missions Committee 
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